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PREFACE. 


Feom tlic date of my aijpointmeiit to tlie 
Political cliarge' of tlie Nepal Mission, I 
deemed it my duty to 'seize every opportu- 
nity of acquiring, in the course of my daily- 
conversations witlx the Ambassador and his 
Sirdars, knowledge on every subject of in-' 
terest connected with a country which has 
hitherto proved to Europeans almost a terra 
incognita^ and regarding the G-overmnent and 
resources of which our information is stiU 
apparently so pai’tial. I was subsequently 
fortimate enough to enjoy the advantage of 
being able to test by personal observation 
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the value of the communications tlius re- 
ceived, and I am hound in justice to acknow- 
ledge that, making due allowance for national 
vanity which uatiu'ally promptc'd a slight 
exaggeration, the statements put forth liave 
proved extremely accurate. As a soldier my 
enquiries were principally directed towards 
the organization and discipline of tin; No- 
pal Army, a Force with which we may at 
any time he brought into collision, owing 
to, either the actual hostility of the Members 
of the Durbar, or their desire to rescue 
themselves from the thraldom of an insolent 
soldiery, even at the hazard of sacrificing 
the independence of their country. During 
the administration of the present Prime 
Minister, I am fiimly convinced neither of 
these contingencies arc likely to occur, for 
he is fully sensible of the great importance 
of our- alliance and at the same time pos- 
sesses far too much political sagacity and 
determination of character, ever to allow 
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liiraself to become the puppet, even although 
he may strive to remain the favorite of the 
Army ; but at a court where it may be said 
that for years past conspiracies have been 
of almost hoiu’ly, and assassinations of daily 
occurrence, it were vain to frame calcula- 
tions based on the life of a single individual, 
and in the event of the death of General 
Jung Bahadur, not only is it reasonable to 
suppose that the bonds of disciphne, as at 
present imposed upon the Gorlcha troops, 
would become materially relaxed, and con- 
sequently the soldiery, like our late formi- 
dable opponents the SeUchs, degenerate into 
Praatorian bands, dictators alike dangerous 
to the stability of the Government they 
serve and to the repose of neighboming 
States, but it is also not improbable that some 
of the Chiefs of the Pandee faction might 
succeed to power, and as the Members of 
this party have, I believe, invariably been 
opposed to the introduction of liberal mea- 
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slU’es aud tlie spread of enlightened ideas, 
it may he inferred that they are imlmed 
with all the prejudices of bigoted Hindus 
and doubtless inimical to the British power 
in India. 


CHAPTER I. 


Militanj Force of Nepal — Numerical strength — Nominal 
roll of Megiments —Commissioned and Non-Commissioned 
Officers — Commander-in- Chief and Staff— Bates of pay 
of different ranks — Jagirs — Commissions — Pmijunnie^ or 
annual re-enrolment — Leave — Description of Gorkha 

Soldiers — Discipline — Drill — Artillery — Ammunition, Arms 
and Accoutrements — Uniform — Want of Commissariat and 
Camp Fquipage — General ohservations regarding the pro- 
hable result of a war with the British, including an account 
of the different passes leading from the Plains to the Valley 
of Kathmandhoo, ^c. Spc. 


In accordance with data which I have 
been enabled to collect from various sources, 
I am induced to estimate the strength of 
the Grorldia Army as at the utmost 25, 
or 26,000 men, of which nearly two-thirds 
are attached to the Regular Battalions and 
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the remainder composed of Local or Trre- 
gtdar Corps. It is exti’cmcly difficult to as- 
certain with any degTce of certainty the 
exact numher of Regiments, as, unlike those 
attached to the Ai’inies of European StiiLes, 
they hoar no numbers, but arc; designated 
either by the names of Hindoo Divinities, 
or according to some peculiar tpiality vvitli 
which the Soldiers of any particular Batta- 
lion have the reputation of being endowed; 
and perhaps, occasionally, as is the case 
with several of the corps of the Bengal 
Army, after some distinguished Officer by 
whom tliey may have been either raised or 
commanded. The following is a list of 
those Regiments with whose names I have 
become acquainted either from having p(tr- 
sonally witnessed them on Parade or hoard 
them alluded to by members of the Mis- 
sion. 

Ram Dul, Artillery. 

G-unnhs Dul, ditto. 

Rifle Regiment, Inlantry. 
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Latter, Infantry. 

Sri Nath, 

Baj Dul, „ 

Mor Indra Dul, „ 

Slier Dul, „ 

Kali Prasad (formerly 
I-Ianuman) Dul, „ 

Bam Pritlii Dul, „ 

Dehi Dul, 

Jagat Dul, „ 

Groraldi Nath, „ 

Kali Balcsh, „ 

Sir h4 doz, „ 

Ba’zahani, „ 

Bam Piya Dul, „ 

Singhi Nath, „ 

Naya Goralch Nath, „ 
Subz Dul, „ 

Bhairav Nath, „ 

Shmnsher Dul, „ 

Sri Mer, „ 

Ban Sen, „ 

Shah Baz, „ 


4 


EOtJGII NOTES ON THE 


Ballain Jimg, Infantry. 

Siildar Jung, „ 

Tara Nath, „ 

Baitliak Dul, „ 

Chandi Baksh, „ 

Sri Diit, „ 

Gaur Jhiksh, „ 

Chanimnd Nath, „ 

Sri Daman, „ 

Samna Jung, „ 

A large force, consisting of 16 Regular 
and 1 L'regular Regiment, is stationed at 
the capital, Kathmandhoo, and in its immedi- 
ate vicinity, and, as far as I can judge, tlie 
remaining corps are distributed amongst the 
different posts and fortresses on the British 
and Thibet frontiei's, as detailed below : 
Palpa, - - - - 2 Regular, 2 Irregular. 

Peutana, - - - . 1 

Saliana, - - - - 1 

Sil Gurhee, - - - 2 

Jamba (Thibet), - 2 
Opudheea Gurhee, „ 
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Seesa Giuiiee, - „ Regular, 1 Irregular. 

Mulcwanpore, - - 1 „ „ 

Hurripore, - - - „ „ 1 „ 

Sincla Gurlicc, - ■ 1 „ „ 

Dliaulcoota, - - - 1 „ „ 

Cliowdancla, - - „ 1 „ 

Klxutta Bunga ( Torai) 2 „ „ 

The strength of Regiments, more especial- 
ly of those employed on Police Duties which 
are, in soine instances, 1,000 strong, varies, 
hut the average of that of corps of the line 
may he fairly calculated at 600 Sepoys ; with 
the exception of one or two Regiments, the 
complement of Commissioned andlSTon-Com- 
inissioncd officers is on an extremely limited 
scale, not consisting of more than 1 Captain, 
1 Lieutenant, 1 Suhahdar, 6 Jemadars, 6 
Havildars and 6 Naiks to a Battalion of 6 
Companies- 

The Commander-in-Chief is assisted by a 
Staff of 9 or 10 General Officers and Colo- 
nels, each of whom commands two or three 
Regiments, a Major (styled Burra Captain) 
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and a BiuTa Adjutant or Adjutant General, 
■whose duties appear in a great measure 
con'fined to the issue in a , loud tone of the 
words of command on the occasion of a grand 
review. The emoluments appertaining to the 
command of the Army, derived principally 
from the annual gifts presented hy the Sirdars 
and Soldiery, amoimt to about a Lac of 
Rupees per annum ; the pay of officers of the 
higher ranks is not apparently regulated by 
any fixed standai’d but depends entirely on 
the favor or caprice of the Prime Minister, 
the rates of that granted to those of the 
lower grades, to Non-Commissioned Officers 
and Soldiers, are according to the foUowmg 
scale : 

Nopal Rupfioa 
per Anmiin. 

Captains,.. ..3,000 to 4,000 

Lieutenants, 1,500 to 3,000 

Subahdars, 1,000 to 1,500 

Jemadars, 400 to 1,000 

Havildars and Naiks,... 200 to 600 
Sepoys, 100 to 300 
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In addition to which, all ranks are furnish- 
ed every 7th or 8th year with a suit of uni- 
form and also receive from the State the dis- 
tinctive ornaments worn in the turban. It 
must, however, be understood that of the 
sums noted above only a very small propor- 
tion is actually paid from the Public Trea- 
sury, the remainder being realized from the 
profits derived from Jagirs or grants of 
Land conferred by the Government upon 
Officers and Soldiers, which profits must na- 
turally fluctuate according to the seasons and 
also to the degree of labor and attention be- 
stowed upon the soil. I believe that G eneral 
Jung Bahadm’ is desirous of changing the pre- 
sent arrangement and would prefer adopt- 
ing the system obtaining in European Ar- 
naies of paying the troops at certain fixed 
rates according to rank, but the idea is re- 
pugnant to the feelings of the Sirdars, and 
shordd he attempt to introduce it against 
their inclmation, he may run some little risk 
of sapping his present influence and power. 

B 


8 


HOUGH NOTES ON THE 


Officers receive duly signed commissions 
from the Eajali and are thereby empowered 
to administer justice and to award lines, 
not to exceed 100 rupees, amongst the pea- 
santry residing on the Jagirs assigned for 
then' support; as the lines thus levied art* 
a |)erquisite of office, this jnivilege is doubt- 
less occasionally abused. 

Every male tliroughout the territory of 
Nepal is liable to he called upon to serve 
as a Soldier for one year, at the expiration 
of which period he is entitled to claim his 
discharge, but the power thus possessed 
by the Government of summoning recruits 
to its standards is, I should imagine, hardly 
ever exercised, for by all accounts there is 
no want of candidates for Military Service, 
on the contrary there arc numerous a])pli- 
cants for employment, and at the general 
re-enrolment styled Pimjunnie, which takes 
place annually during the Dusserah, when 
the ranks are not only weeded of weakly 
and inefficient Officers and Men, but the 
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opportunity also taken of removing those 
to whom the Minister in power may prove 
unfavorable, the greatest interest is gene- 
rally made hy pex’sons of all grades to pre- 
vent being remanded to their homes ; corps 
on out-post duty, wliich owing to their dis- 
tance from the Capital may not he subject 
to inspection at the Pnnjunnie, arc usually 
disbanded on their return fi’om command, 
new Kegiments being raised in then' stead, 
and the Officers and Soldiers composing 
them proceeding to their native villages, 
where they reside until fortmiate enough 
to re-obtain service; thus a very large 
proportion of the population are instructed 
in the use of anus, and the army could, 
in a few months, be raised with little 
difficulty to 50,000 men. The system of 
re-enrohnent applies equally to Civil as 
to Military Officers. Public ftmetion- 
aries out of employ are styled Dacree- 
ahs and distinguished by wearing white 
clothing. 

B 2 



10 


BOUGH NOTES ON THE 


Leave is generally granted to a portion of 
tlio troops between the montlis of March 
and June to enable them to assist in the cul- 
tivation of their lands, but the nmnbcr to 
whom the indulgence is allowed does not 
appear to bo defined, but to bo entirely 
dependent on the will of the Minister, with- 
out whose sanction no man can be absent 
from his duty more than a month, little 
authority being vested in the hands of Co- 
lonels of Eegiments, although no officer caji 
obtain that rank who is not a relative of the 
Premier. 

With the exception of the Newar tribe, 
who are considered deficient in courage, men 
of all castes are admitted into the Nepal 
Army and hitherto associated in the same 
Regiments without reference to religious 
prejudices ; but General Jung Bahadur, 
havmg apparently studied the doctrines laid 
down by European Politicians on the sub- 
ject of the balance of power, lias recently 
introduced the system of forming distinct 
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corps of Eajputs, Muggurs, G-immgs and 
Krats, thus, as any class feeling or jealousy 
which may exist amongst these different 
tribes, although perhaps not fostered, is cer- 
tainly not discouraged by the Grovornment, 
in the event of a mutiny brealdng out in any 
one Eegimcnt, there would be little dread 
of the spirit of disaffection becoming gene- 
ral, and in all probability it could be easily 
subdued ; moreover a greater spirit of emu- 
lation and esjmt de corps is thereby engen- 
dered amongst the Soldiers than under the 
old regulation of attaching them indiscrimi- 
nately to corps composed of men of every 
description. The Soldiers in the Gorlcha 
service are in general fine muscidar men, 
their average height being about five feet, 
eight inches. They are little trammelled by 
the prejudices of caste and are in many re- 
spects decidedly superior to the British Sepoy. 
Under their present commander, they are 
subject to the most strict discipline and obey 
without a murmur any order emanating ff’om 

B 3 
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his authority even to the extent of submit- 
ting cheerfully to privations in order to add 
to his pleasure, and as sentries their bearing 
is admirable. Although on the occasion of 
the Review at Kathmandhoo at least 6,000 
men were under arms, only one Reginumt 
(the Rifles) underwent an intqioction. 'f'lK^ 
manoeuvres were very steadily performed, but 
it was evident that in Military parlance the 
corps was only practising a card, i. e., going 
through a certain number of movements 
learnt by rote without comprehending in 
the slightest degree the occasions to which 
the different evolutions would bo applica- 
ble, in fact the knowledge which they have 
acquired of the science of tactics is, I should 
suppose, sufficient to prove the truth of the 
old adage “ that a Httle learning is a dang<!- 
rous thing,” as it is not unlikely should they 
ever again come in collision with our forces, 
that instead of carrying on a Guerilla warfare, 
the system best adapted both to theh habits 
and the nature of their country, they would 
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attemptto operate in masses, and consequently 
by becoming orxt-manoeuvred lose all the ad- 
vantage, wMcb, from their coui’age and activi- 
ty, they now have over our Native Troops, 
As tacticians the Gorkha Officers are certain- 
ly inferior to tliose of the late Seikh Army, 
and I doubt much whether there is one 
amongst them capable of moving a Brigade 
or even a Regiment anywhere but upon its 
own Parade ground. The Artillery attached 
to the Nepal Army inunbers about 300 
guns, of which 160 are retained at the Capital 
and the remainder mounted at the different 
fortresses and outposts. Those at Kathman- 
dhoo are all in serviceable condition and 
well adapted for moimtain warfare, being 
chiefly of small calibre, from 2 to 6 -pound- 
ers, — ^they are worked by hand the preju- 
dices of Hindoos, as respects the sacred 
animal, preventing then.’ using bullocks for 
draught purposes whilst horses would not 
only be expensive but almost useless j the 
Government has lately made a-rrangements, 
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by separating tbe gun from the carriage, for 
transporting field pieces by means of ele- 
phants, and from ■ the capabilities of these 
animals to ascend and descend paths whielj 
would appear almost impassable to any but 
a highland pony, there is little doubt that, 
this description of cari-iago would prove of 
the utmost utility in a hilly country. 

Unlike the generality of Native Powers 
the Nepalese do not apparently attach much 
consideration to the practice of their Artil- 
lery, and it is therefore perhaps far inferior 
to that against wliich we have recently had 
to contend in our Indian campaigns. Their 
balls are chiefly of lead, as they are unablc! 
to cast iron, tliose made of the latter mehil 
ai’e beaten, and a single ball fully recpiires 
the labor of three men (whoso wages 
amount to 5 aunas each per diem) through- 
out the whole of one day, ere it is fit for 
use, thus (including the expense of chai’- 
coal) the average cost of maldng alone may 
be estimated at a rupee ; their shells are, I 
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presume, of pewter. They are in a great 
measure tmacquainted with the art of ma- 
nufacturing fuzes, General Jung Bahadur 
has devoted much time and attention to- 
wards making experiments in order to as- 
certain the exact propoi'tions of the ingre- 
dients used in preparing the composition, 
}3ut liitherto with hut little success; what- 
ever information they may have acquired, 
as to the course of study to he pursued in 
the Laboratory School to render an Artil- 
lery-man duly efficient, has in all probabi- 
lity been derived from French Officers, two 
of whom I am led to believe received ser- 
vice in Nepal subsequent to the ratifica- 
tion of the present treaty with the British. 

There is a foundry at Kathmandhoo and a 
large manufactory of fire arms at Peutana, 
about 15 marches distant. The gims are 
of brass, (copper and zinc,) and bored by 
machinery worked by water power ; in pre- 
paring the castings, the moulds are placed 
at a considerable interval from the furnace. 
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and tlie molten liquid instead of being con- 
ducted to the former by means of a gutter, 
is convoyed in small earthen pots, thus the 
gun is as it were formed in layers and litthj 
allowance being made for dead head, none 
of the impurities existing in the metal arc; 
removed, and it must consequently be liable 
to flaws, although not to the extent that 
would occur in one of our gmis, which 
are of bronze, thus cast. The rifles and 
muskets in use with the Gorkha Army 
are of fair construction, but with rude flint 
locks, a few are now made upon the per- 
cussion principle, but as the manufacture 
of caps is not likely to be introduced into 
Nepal, they cannot become general. The 
bayonets are for the most part shaped like 
the Gorkha knife, being broad and flat 
with a slight curve : they appear service- 
able weapons and are alike available for cut 
or thrust. The three principal Magazines 
inNepal are situated at Kathmandhoo, Bhat- 
gaon and Teutana. The former contains 
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about 25,000 stand of arms, the greater 
number in 'wretched order, it is supposed 
that in case of emergency, the Government 
could supply muskets and aceoutremeirts 
sufficient to equip upwards of 100,000 men, 

When on parade, the troops wear red 
coats and dark pantaloons of English mate- 
rial and pattern, but on all other duties the 
native rairzai of blue quilted cotton with 
loose white paejamahs or dhoties is the cos- 
tume adopted, their equipments are of a very 
inferior description. 

As an aggressive foe, I should consider 
the Gorkhas, although a brave and war- 
like race, if not contemptible at least little 
to be dreaded ; no Commissariat is attached 
to their army, and when on the march each 
Soldier carries his own provisions for the 
number of days he is likely to be absent, an 
ari’angement which may answer for an or- 
dinary move through friendly tenitories, or 
even for a detachment engaged in a foray 
into an enemy’s country, but is perfectly 
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impracticable for a large force employed 
upon a protracted campaign ; for it cannot 
be disputed tliat when troops are under the 
necessity of operating in masses exposed to 
the attack of a skilful opponejit, even the 
most successful foragers, must, in some mea- 
siu’c, be dependent on an organized depart- 
ment for the provision of supplies, more es- 
pecially when as in the case of the Gorlcha 
army, they would have to oppose an enemy 
powerful in Cavalry, wliilst themselves not 
only weak in that axin but actually unable to 
command the services of a single horseman', 
without refoii’ing to our early wars in India 
or to the history of the Peninsular Campaign 
to adduce proof in support of this assertion, 

I may mention that in 184o-4G, previous to 
the Battle of Sobraon, the Seikh troops then 
posted on the Sutlcdgc suffered from scarci- 
ty in their camp, althougli numbering a 
large force of Cavalry, and with the whole 
of the resources of the Pimjaub at their dis- 
posal, how much more then would this rule 
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apply, to an army commanded by Generals 
unskilled in directing tbe movements of 
large bodies and marcbing tbrougb an ene- 
my’s Provinces, smTOunded by hostile Caval- 
ry, against which it would be out of their 
power to oppose a corresponding force ; it 
may be admitted that for a short period they 
would be able to subsist by the plunder of the 
different villages through which their route 
might be directed, but their progress would 
necessarily be slow, as not only are the Soldiers 
like all inhabitants of mountainous countries 
bad wallcers in the plains, their average rate 
of marching little exceeding two miles per 
hour, but supposing they descended by any 
of the passes leading into the Gomkhpore, 
Chumparun or Tirhoot districts, in whatever 
direction they might move, they would find 
their route intersected by Eivers such as the 
Gunduk, Gogi'ah,Raptee and numerous other 
streams of less importance, across which, from 
my experience of their incapacity, from want 
of method, for conducting military operations 
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of this nature, I feel justified in stating it 
would he a work of several days to transport 
a force of any magnitude ; in the meantime 
they would he restricted to a veiy limited 
space for the collection of their supplies, and 
due precautions miglit he taken to prevent 
tlieir enjoying the oppportunity of availing 
themselves of the resoiu’ces of the country 
through which they would subsequently 
have to pass. 

Another argument that might he advanced 
against the ability of the Nepal Army to 
engage in Foreign Warfare is the want of 
Camp Equipage. A very small number of 
tents, merely sufficient to accommodate the 
men actually on Guard, are issued to the ■ 
troops, for the most part therefore they have 
only such shelter as may he aflordcd by tem- 
porary huts which they are extremely expert 
in constructing of houghs and grass, but they 
are pervious to rain, and moreover could 
only he prepared during a halt. Thus in the 
course of a campaign the soldiers would be 
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fully exposed to the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, and, as I believe the hill-men suffer 
oven more than our own troops from such 
exposm’c when in the plains, after the heavy 
rain which is generally expected about the 
middle of the cold season, it may justly he 
inferred that an invading force would, owing 
to the prevalence of sickness, become consi- 
derably weakened if not rendered almost 
inefficient and obliged to effect a retreat.* 

It must not be supposed that I am in- 
clined to underrate the Grorkha power, far 
from it, I am truly persuaded the Nepalese 
would prove an active and enterprising enemy, 
and in the event of any supineness on the 
part of the Indian Government, at the com- 
mencement of hostilities would inflict serious 
injury on the Provinces bordering their terri- 
toiles, but from the causes mentioned above, 
it would be only necessary for us to take 


* Several casualties occurred amongst G-eneral Jung 
Bahadur’s suite, whilst we were encamped at Bissow- 
leeah. 
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common precautionary measures for the 
purpose of strengthening our Frontier to 
prevent their ever seriously entertainmg, or 
at all events carrying into execution, a project 
for the invasion of British India. By moving 
from the Meerut and Cawnpore Divisions a 
strong Brigade of Cavalry, including an Euro- 
pean Corps, to the vicinity of Bottiah, advan- 
cing the Regiment of Irregulars, now at Sul- 
tanpore, and the Benares Battery to Goruldi- 
pore, and reinforcing Almorah and Darjee- 
ling, especially the latter, which would be the 
first point against which the Gorkhas 
would direct their attack, with Infantry and 
details of Artillery from Meerut and Dina- 
pore ; our territories would be fully protected 
from insult and the inroads of marauding 
parties eflectually checked. 

Should a casus belli ever again arise be- 
tween the two Governments, in my humble 
opinion, unless political reasons dictated the 
expediency of the measure, it wotdd be 
hardly advisable for our troops to attempt 



STATE OF NEPAE. 


23 


to penetrate into the interior of Nepal, 
as in order to ensure submission on the part 
of the Durbar, it would, in all probability, be 
merely necessary for us to tahe possession 
of tlie Tcrai land situated at the foot of the 
hills to the east of the Grunduk, ceded to 
the Gorkhas at the termination of the 
war in 1816, thus weakening the Govern- 
ment and to a certain extent starving the 
people, by depriving one of the possessions 
from Avhich they now draw a very consider- 
able amount of revenue, and the other of 
lands supplying a large portion of the 
grain required for their consumption. The 
value of the acquired territory would in a 
great degree, if not entirely, compensate us 
for the extra expense incurred in maintain- 
ing a respectable force on the Frontier dur- 
ing the months of November, December, 
January, February, and March; at which 
period alone our Provinces would be expos- 
ed to the incursions of Gorkha Troops, 
as throughout the remainder of the year the 

3 0 
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forest is almost impassable, o-vving to tlie 
deadly nature of the malaria, styled by the 
inhabitants the Oul, generated l)y the 
accumulation of dead vegetation through- 
out this immense tract of jmigle. I have 
specified Cavalry as the force by which our 
Frontier should be principally held in the 
event of a ruptiu'e with the Nepalese, I'rom 
the well-larown dread which their troops 
entertain of that arm, owing to their utter 
inability, consequent on their imperfect 
formation, to resist a charge. Tins was parti- 
cularly exemplified in the attack made 
dimhig the last war by Lt. Piclcersgill upon 
a party of Grorlcha soldiers which he 
completely routed, and so great was the con- 
sternation thereby created amongst them, 
that they immediatly evacuated the whole 
of the lowlands, and retreated to the hills, 
although they had previously displayed the 
utmost daring and almost destroyed two 
of our detachments at Pursa and Summmid- 
pore under the command of Captains Sibley 
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and Blaclmey; moreover the very fact of 
their being liable to be cut off in their 
retreat to their fastnesses would deter 
marauding parties from ravaging our villages 
along the borders of the Tcrai, whilst not 
only would they experience little dread of 
being overtaken by oim Infantry, but it 
might be hazardous to detach a small body 
of that arm in pm’suit of plunderers, from 
the danger of its being enti'apped into an 
ambuscade, a design which would most pro- 
bably bo adopted by the G-orkhas, who, 
like all natives of the East, are adepts in 
practising rmes de guerre. , To tliis risk it 
is obvious that horsemen would not be 
exposed, as, from the greater rapidity and 
duration of their movements, they would be 
enabled to pursue the enemy to the' very 
edge of the jungle and at the same time 
encamp at such a distance from the forest 
as to preclude with ordinary precautions the 
possibility of them being surprised and over- 
powered in a night attack. 


26 


EOUGH NOTES ON THE 


Supposing, tliat to avenge an insult and to 
vindicate our honor, it might he deemed impe- 
rative upon us to impose such stringeiit terms 
upon the Durbar as could only be demanded 
with any prospect of success after the utter 
defeat and prostration of their arms and the 
occupation of their capital by our troops, al- 
though a force might be assembled in Kemaon 
as a demonstration ready to take advantage 
of circumstances enabling us to push our 
operations in that quarter, and a light bri- 
gade formed at the sanitary station of 
Darjeeling for the purpose of effecting a 
diversion on the eastern frontier, where I 
believe a vulnerable point could be discover- 
ed with little difficulty; it is to be presumed 
that, as before, the principal attack would 
be dfrected on the valley of Kathmandhoo. 

The route usually followed by merchants 
and travellers, and wliicli may in fact bo 
considered the grand highway to Nepal, is 
^hivid Semul-Basa and Hetoundah; after 
entering the sal jungle at the former 
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station, it becomes a mere track only avail- 
able for horse or foot passengers and beasts of 
bmd;hen, but, as throughout the first march 
(about 10 miles in length,) mitil you enter 
the bed of the Chiriya Khurree at Bicheeah 
Khor, it is almost perfectly level and passes 
through a fine forest with little or no under- 
wood, it might be converted into a good 
road without much expenditure of labor. 
From BicheeahKhor, where thereis a village 
consisting of a brick house and a few huts, 
it follows the course of the river, during the 
cold season a trickling stream, never more 
than a few inches in depth and in many 
places entirely disappearing beneath the 
surface, its bed although in the first instance 
at least a quarter of a mile in breadth narrow- 
ing occasionally to about 150 yards and being 
throughout commanded by ridges of hills, 
averaging, I should suppose, some 800 feet 
in height, most of which it would be neces- 
sary to occupy before moving to the attack 
of the pass. About the 3rd mile the Iona 
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Nuddee emerges fi’om tlie cliffs on tlie right 
hand and joins the Chiriya KhuiTce. I am 
induced to imagine thatitmnsthave been some 
where near this point that Ooneral Ochterlony 
diverged from the main path when ho turn- 
ed the Gorldia stockades on the Chiri- 
ya Ghati I’ange on the 15t))i I\jhruary 
1816. One of the Nepal Sirdars alluded 
to the existence of a track hrancliing off in 
the direction of the valley of Multwanpore. 
From the commencement of the march 
there is a gi’adual ascent and the firs grow- 
ing on the hills denote a change of tempera- 
ture from that of the burning plains. The 
road is covered with boulders of sand, granite, 
schistose mica and pudding stone, but imtil 
the 6th mile where it enters the pass, it could 
with little diflaculty be rendered practicable 
for wheel carnages, and the Ghat itself 
although at present extremely steep, and 
almost impassable for laden buffaloes, could, 
I am convinced, by the exertions of an ex- 
perienced body of Sappers and Miners under 
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the directions of a sldlful Officer, be made 
available for the passage of Artillery, and 
oven bullock carts. It is very narrow and the 
hills, covered with brush-wood, rise to the 
light and left ffimost perjiendicidarly ; on 
the north side the descent is abrupt and ter- 
minates hi the channel of another hill stream 
the Kuhma, which the path follows for 
about a mile when it turns to the right, and 
now skirting, nowpenctrating the forest, after 
traversing a succession of midulations reaches 
Hetoundah without encounteiing any irregu- 
larity of groimd or other material obstacle 
wliich might prove a bar either to the move- 
ments of an anny or the operations of traffic. 
About a mile from the village it crosses the 
Khurra Nuddee, a shallow stream, across 
winch a light wooden bridge has lately been 
thrown, the abutments being of masonry 
with the flooring composed of layers of 
beams five or six in number at each extre- 
mity and gradually tapering towards the 
centre, which only consists of a single plank. 
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Besides the road described iu the preceding 
paragraph there is another via Jugulpore, 
Buttunpore and Hurryhxirpore by which 
Hetoundah can be approached; it is now 
seldom used, but is said for the greater part 
of the distance to be perfectly practicable 
for hackeries ; it tra.verses for several miles 
the bed of the Lukhuudie Nuddee. 

Hetoundah is situated on the Kaptee, it is 
a great emporium for trade, contains a large 
Dhurm Sala for the reception of travellers, 
and during the cold season is a considerable 
village, but being considered one of the most 
unhealthy spots in the Terai, from April 
to November is almost deserted. In the 
vicinity there is some attempt at cultivation 
which would doubtless be extended were 
the Nepal Government to sanction the 
jungle being cleared, but they evidently 
consider this their most formidable defence 
agamst an invasion undertaken by British 
Troops. This would prove a most important 
station to an invading army, as here they 
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woxild "be enabled to collect cattle and sup- 
plies previous to tbe advance on tbe capital, 
and from tliis point two routes lead into tbe 
valley of Katbmandlioo, tbe one vid Muk- 
wanpore and tbe otlier by Biieom Piiddeo and 
Scesa Gurhce, the latter is tbe track gene- 
rally piu’sued by Europeans and wbiob alone 
I am able to describe from personal obser- 
vation. For tbe first 14 miles it follows the 
course of tbe Raptec, a stream everywhere 
fordable m tbe cold season, but in tlie rains 
in all probability a fiudous ton’cnt ; this river 
it crosses about twenty tunes by temporary 
bridges composed of heaps of loose stones 
as piers, with a flooring of brushwood and 
sods. The road is, at present, wretched, but 
perfectly susceptible at a very trifling ex- 
pense of being made a fair route, save for 
wheel carriages, in many places merely re- 
quiring a few blows of the axe to remove 
tbe branches which now impede tbe tra- 
veller’s progress; throughout the whole 
distance, it lies between ranges of steep 

D 
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hills, covered for the most part, with heavy 
tree jungle ; hut except at one or two 
points, troops moving hy it, would he little 
exposed to the fire of an enemy crowning 
the heights. About the 8th mile is situated 
the village of Maha Palca, it is stated 
hy Hamilton, that a path loads hence over the 
Seesa Paneo momitaius to the I’auauni. At 
Dholcha PhMee, the route leaves the water- 
shed and toning slightly to the left through 
a narrow pass ascends a piece of table land 
situated between a hi'oad water course and 
the river, stlU, however, overlooked, although 
from their great distance, not commanded hy 
the neighbouring nioimtains ; here and there 
arc little patches of cultivation which extend 
as far as Bheom Phedee the 3rd stage in the 
Tcrai, (about 18 miles from Hetoundah) 
whore there is an open space with a small 
village and Dhunn Sala, hut only one 
spring; this locality is at some degree of 
elevation and supposed to he free from the 
malaria which pervades the lower tracts. 
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At Blieem Pli4dee the oi’dinary traveller 
leaves his gallant steed and continues Ms 
journey iii a dandco, or hannnocdc swung 
upon a single pole, and carried by 4 or 
2 men as the breadth of the path may 
admit. The road takes a westerly direc- 
tion and abruptly faces the mountain' of 
Seesa Panee, At about the distance of 
two miles and perpendicular height of five 
hundred and thirty yards, it passes the 
fort, once considered one of the bulwarks 
of the country and beyond which no 
stranger can penetrate without an order 
from the Prime Minister. It is atjnesentin 
bad repair, and except from its command- 
ing position which renders it difficult of 
access, claims, in a Military point of view, 
but little attention. 

The following extract from my journal, 
written whilst the scenes I traversed were 
still fresh in my memory, may perhaps give 
a better description of the route from 
Bheem Phedee to Phecr Piling than any that 

2d 
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I could now record, altliough it was noted 
more as a Toimist than a Soldier : — “ About 

II A. M. started from Blicem I’liddce, the 
view as we ascended was extremely lovely ; 
the vaUey below us appearing dotted with 
patches of verdure, coming out Tinder the 
blight sunshine in bold relief to the sombre 
cliffs, which, with their masses of darlc foli- 
age, encompassed us in every direction, 
whilst the course of the Rapteo seemed as 
a broad road winding through the woods 
until lost to sight far in the distance; the 
cottages perched here and there having a 
most picturesque ajipearance, the height 
at which we were, preventing the squalor 
and wretchedness with which they wore 
environed being visible. Ere, however, we 
reached the fort of Seesa Gurhec, we 
were surromided by mist, and the clouds 
acting as a curtain, hid the adjacent scenery 
from our eyes. At Seesa Gurhee there 
is a detachment of Gorlcha troops. The 
foi-t seemed contemptible, and would, I 
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should imagine, offer hiit a feeble resistance 
to an invading aimay. The whole side of 
the hill, although steep, is not inaccessible, 
and could, I firmly believe, in many places, 
bo scaled by daring light troops. The road, 
in fact owes little to science being a mere 
track apparently worn by travellers, and yet 
it is travei’sed not only by the hill coolies car- 
rying immense weights in baskets, shaped 
like semi-truncated cones, suspended from 
their backs by a broad band passing roimd 
their foreheads; but also by lightly laden 
elephants, and horsemen moxmted on the 
ponies peculiar to the country. It improves 
after passing the fort, and ascending nearly 
another mile crosses the summit of the 
range and winds down through dense 
forests to the channel of the Panauni ; 
which whilst we were stiU several hundred 
feet above it, was disclosed to our view 
wending its tortuous course through momi- 
tains about 2000 feet in height. This stream 
we crossed five times, once by a wooden 
* 3d 



36 


ROUGH NOTES ON THE 


bridge of tlie same description as that 
thrown across the Khnrra Nuddee, wo then 
left the main road, such as it is, and turning 
sharp to our right ascended the hill by a 
patli in some places almost perpendicular, 
and so narrow, that lymg in my dandcc, 1. 
felt myself actually suspended over the 
precipices below. Here also the view was 
superb, the Chruadra Gcree mountain, sur- 
mounted by the stupendous Himalayas 
capped with snow and tinged by the rays 
of the declining sun, stretching out boldly 
to otu’ front, whilst below us were seen 
hamlets and fields reminding one, from the 
peculiar fi'eshness of the verdure, of scenes 
in our native land. After crossing the summit 
of this range we commenced a scries of 
almost innumerable ascents and descents, 
now plmiging into the dark I'eccsscs of a 
forest glade, now following tlie course 
of some purling stream, until, when still far 
from our destination, night cast its shadows 
around us, and we were glad to seek refuge 
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by the fire of a detachment of Gorldia 
soldiers, who kindly made way for ns ; one 
of their nmnber charitably allowing me the 
use of a portion of his blanket to lie upon ; 
here wo remained for about half an hour, 
when moil with torches who had been des- 
patched by Jung Bahadm' to meet us ar- 
rived, and we contmued our joimiey. After 
traversmg two more ranges of hills and 
crossing the same number of streams we 
reached Phoer Phing, it was too dark to 
remark the road, but in many places I 
noticed that it was bounded by cactus 
hedges. Pheer Piling seemed a town con- 
taining about 2,000 inliabitants, it is built 
much in the Chinese fashion ; the Minister 
was residing in a building apparently on 
the outsldrts; he was delighted to see us, 
saying that he had suffered much anxiety 
on our account, we were ushered into a 
room where a large dinner had been pre- 
pared, of which we were glad to partake, 
having eaten nothing except a crust of 
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bread since 4 a. m. Being now in tiie 
valley of Nepal, we wei’c able to proceed 
in palkees wliicli were in readiness for ns. 
Started about 11 r. m. and arrived at the 
Eesidency at 3 in the morning.” Tlio route 
above described, is not the one usually pur- 
sued by persons travelling viil Pbeer I’liing, 
wliicli docs not bend to the right for at 
least a mile above the point where wo as- 
cended the mountain range. It is, far 
easier an,d consequently generally adopted 
by merchants in preference to the more 
direct road over the Chundra Geree pass 
from which it diverges at the foot of the 
Ekdunta hill. By this way passengers en- 
counter no obstruction of any moment, 
and the joiuney can be accompli, shed by 
horsemen with the utmost facility. From 
Tamba Khani, a village situated at the foot 
of the Seesa Panee Hill on the north side, 
which evidently derives its name from its 
vicinity to some copper mines, now, I be- 
lieve, closed, the distance to Katlnnandhoo 
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by the main path is considered to he 23 miles, 
•whilst I am convinced we did not at the 
utmost save more than 2 miles by follow- 
ing the far more difficult, and in fact, almost 
dangerous track. 

I have alluded to a direct road from 
Tamba Khani to Kathmandhoo by which the 
journey is reduced to 19 miles ; it follows 
the bed of the Panauni river, which it 
crosses several times, as far as Makoo, here 
it ascends rather a steep hill, and sub- 
sequently by a succession of gentle tmdu- 
lations continues its course along the slope 
of a range of heights to the left, passing 
about the 7th mile the village of Chitlong, 
where there is a bazar and a few bi'ick 
houses, and soon after commences the ascent 
of the Chundra Geree pass, the summit of 
which, if I recollect right, is about 9,000 feet 
above the level of the sea, and is often 
covered -with snow; the rise on the southern 
side is very gradual and could be sur- 
mounted without much difficulty even by 
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eqTiestrians, the slope is covered TOth trees 
and bushes but no underwood ; the descent 
into the valley of Kathmandhoo is extremely 
precijiitous and guns could only be taken 
down piecemeal, the hamlet of Tlian Kot 
is situated at the foot, and thence to the 
capital there is a veiy liiir road which could 
be made practicable for Artilloiy, in fact 
from the moment an invading ai'my accom- 
plishes the passage of the Chundra Geree 
pass, no other serious natural obstacle exists 
to its march on Kathmandhoo, that is, dui’- 
ing the season in which Military operations 
are carried on, when all the hill streams are 
fordable; during the rams it is only natural 
to suppose that several of them would be- 
come almost impassable. 

From Chitlong another road branches off 
to Kathmandhoo rmming over the Doona 
Baisca mountain, and this was the track pur- 
sued by the British Mission in 1793, but 
as it causes a detour of upwards of 30 
miles, the distance being about 45, whilst 
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by Than Kot it is only 11, and apparently 
the country through which it lies, is equal- 
ly rugged and precipitous as that to he 
encountered on the more direct route, no 
object Avould be gamed by adopting it, 
moreover it woidd be dangerous in a moim- 
tainous counti-y to march a detached divi- 
sion or brigade upon a road by which they 
might be so completely separated and liable 
to be cut off h'om the main body; for 
Military purposes, it may therefore be 
deemed useless. 

I have already mentioned that from the 
village of Iletoimdali, two routes lead to the 
valley of Kathmandhoo, the second for the 
first few miles follows the course of the 
Khurra Nuddee and crosses the mountain 
range at Mukwanpore, it is that on which 
the victorious column under G-eneral Och- 
terlony was directed during the Nepal 
war in 1816, and is stated by Colonel Kirk- 
patrick to be the one by which intercourse 
is maintained between Nepal and the 
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Terai during the rainy season when that by 
the valley of the Raptce becomes impracti-, 
cable, even during the rest of tlie year, it 
appears to bo preferred by the Natives of 
the country and consequently may be fairly 
conceived to bo the most easy and expedi- 
tious. The fort of Mukwanporeis situat- 
ed on a high hill aboirt five miles to the 
Eastward of Hetoundah and is apparently 
the key of the passage, as in the Adjutant 
G-eneral’s letter, dated 6th November 1814, 
no less than three roads are mentioned as 
diverging from this point, one by the way 
of Boorhan Choura and Phoolbaree, effect- 
ing a junction with the Chitlong road at 
Bhcem Bhedec, this is not, however, consi- 
dered practicable for cattle. The second 
passes tlie village and ghaut of Nuiidrama 
Mahadeo communicating with Phecr Piling 
and is deemed less difficult. The third pro- 
ceeds in an Easterly direction to Panus and 
Ambus, where by an inclination to the 
Northward it falls upon the Bhagmuttee at 
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Tansen, it is reported as being compara- 
tively easy and perfectly accessible to cattle 
of all descriptions with the exception of 
camels. The distance from Mulcwanporc 
to Pheer Phing is estimated at 14|- coss 
and to Tansen 13 coss. 

In addition to the routes above specified 
the tliree following are alluded to in the 
Blue Book published relative to the Nepal 
war. — From Bejapore in the Mormig 

bythevaUeyof theKouseeNuddee.* %id, 
— By that of the Bhagmuttee which is sup- 
posed to be extremely easy and conse- 
quently jealously concealed by the Govern- 
ment, the channel forms the road and in the 
dry season the quantity of water must be 
trifluig. ^rd — Tlmough Boot^vul and Palpa 
this might perhaps be gamed by m the first 
instance pursuing the course of the Gmi- 
duk River. A foirrth road is that from 
Dui'bmigah by the bed of the Comla 

* Followed for a considerable distance by a Brigade 
under Col. G-rogory in 1815. 

E 
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River passing tlirongli Peperowa, Ja- 
nikpore and Comlabaree. Near the latter 
place is the Foi’t of Seedlee taken by Capt. 
Kinlocli who pursued this route in 1765. 
I have little doubt that full infomiatiou 
relative to all the paths, which traverse 
the different mountain ranges dividing 
the plains of India ironi Nepal, could be 
easily obtained either from the refugees 
residing in our territories and who arc 
naturally averse to the present administra- 
tiou, or from individuals of the Newar caste, 
especially the Kusais, who arc l)rought 
more into contact with the British than any 
other class, being employed in carrying the 
daizdocs in which the gontlcmea of the 
Residency travel, and have evidently a very 
high idea of our wealth and generosity. At 
the same time I sec no prospect of a rising 
in our favor, on the contrary. Col. Thoresby 
who was for many years Resident at tlu' 
Court of Kathmandlioo, and well acquainted 
with the feelings of the people, assured 
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me, that, in Ms opinion, we should be oppo’ 
sed by every male capable of bearing arms. 

By whichever route our columns might 
be put in motion, wheel carriages could be 
but little used. Elephants, buUocks, mules 
and coolies would, therefore, be required in 
large numbers, as the whole of the grain, 
&c., necessary for the consumption of the 
troops, would have to be brought up from 
the plains; the hiU coolies being accus- 
tomed to the country, can carry far greater 
weights than the Hindustanis; but, it is 
doubtful, whether their services could be 
secured, and we should, therefore, in aU 
probability, be necessitated to depend upon 
those of our own Provinces. 

The Nepalese carry their ammunition 
on men’s backs, in oblong shaUoAV wooden 
boxes, secured by leathern straps, many of 
which I noticed in their magazine; this is 
a plan we should be obliged to adopt ; we 
should also be forced to exchange the doo- 
lies, now in use with our corps, for Mil 
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danclees. If I mistake not, a hammock, 
very similar to the latter article, has been 
invented by Dr. Login, which could be 
made available for all situations. 

The camp equipage, for all ranks, would 
require to bo on the most limited scale, and 
the whole of the heavy baggage should b(^ 
left at the edge of the ftrrest so that the 
column might march with as few incum- 
brances as possible. No inconvenience would 
bo experienced from this arrangement, as 
dui'ing the cold season, little risk would be 
run from exposure to the climate, and the 
necessary supplies could be always furnished 
from the rear. 

Of the ultimate success of our Arms 
over the Gorldia troops, even amongst 
their native moxmtains, there can, I ima- 
gine, be no doul)t, and the Sirdars them- 
selves have apparently but one opinion on 
the subject; still the campaign would be 
arduous and the struggle severe, and for the 
welfare of both States, it is sincerely to be 
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hoped, it may never occur. Little benefit 
would accrue to England from the conquest 
of Nepal, whilst by cultivating her friend- 
ship, a route may perhaps he opened by 
which our commerce could be extended to 
the very heart of China and Tliibet and 
the blessings of eivilization placed within 
the reach of thousands of oim fellow men. 

Having now concluded the first portion 
of my task, I purpose offering an account 
of the Civil Institutions of Nepal, which 
however, owing to the limited period, eight 
days, of my stay at Kathmandhoo, wiU not 
prove as full and perfect as I could have 
wished. 
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The State of Nepal is nominally ruled 
by a Eajah; but even as far back as 1793, 
when tbe first Britisb Mission entered the 
country, the kingly authority appears to 
have been, in a great measure, controlled 
by the Chief Councillor, whose power was 
again kept in check by the influence of 
the Members of the Bharadhar or Grand 
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Council, winch, however, seems to have 
hecn exerted more to maintain the hnmn- 
nities and privileges of their own order 
than to ensure the due administration of 
justice and an eqiiitahlc regard to the 
rig] its of the people at large, who, conse- 
quently, derived little advantage from the 
interposition of this harrier between them- 
selves and the despotic authority which 
would otherwise have been exercised either 
by the monarch or his principal adviser. 

Subsequent to the massacre of the Kot 
in 1846, when almost every Sirdar of note 
was either assassinated or forced to seek 
refuge in the British Territories, and an ac- 
count of which shall be detailed in another 
Chapter, General Jung Bahadur, by his 
talents and determination, for there appears 
to have been but little display of gallantry, 
I’aised himself to the office of Prime Minis- 
ter, and, owing to the pusillanimity or in- 
capacity of the reigning monarch, has gradu- 
ally usiuq)ed all the prerogatives of royalty. 
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Althougli outwaixlly all clue respect is 
sliowH, to tlie mandates of the Malia Eajah, 
Jung Bahadur has virtually assumed the 
reins of Grovernment, and obeys merely the 
dictates of his own wiU, at the same time, 
however, it is obvious that ho attaches a 
certain degree of importance to his Sove- 
reign’s favor and to his sanction of any 
measure which he may feel anxious to in- 
troduce, and would consequently have some 
little hesitation in acting in direct opposition 
to his wishes; stiU should a rupture ever 
occur ho would not scruple to depose him, 
and in all probability place on the throne 
his infant son, by the Eani whose demise 
took place in October 1850, and whose 
memory lie reveres, in consideration of the 
obligations which he acknowledges he often 
experienced from her dming the first por- 
tion of his career as Premier. 

All written and verbal communications, 
relative to affairs. Political, Fiscal and Ju- 
dicial, are submitted to the Minister, who . 



STATE OE NEPAL. 


51 


generally proceeds to issue Ms orders 
tlieroon, without in any way consulting 
either the opinion of the Maha Eaja or that 
of the Grand Council, in fact, although 
Ka/is and Officers of ranlc are still eligible 
to hocomo menihers of the latter, and to he 
summoned to give their advice in matters of 
importance, when the exigencies of the State 
may demand it, the assembly is seldom con- 
vened and has little influence. 

The minute supervision exercised by 
General Jung Bahadur over the manage- 
ment of all departments of the State is most 
extraordinary and deserving of the greatest 
coimnendation, for the amoimt of labor 
thereby entailed upon him must be immense. 
I believe, I am fuUy justified in saying that 
not a rupee is expended from the Public 
Treasury, nor a merchant permitted to pass 
the Forts at Mulcwanpore or Seesa Gurhee 
without his knowledge and sanction. AH 
appointments, Civil or Military, are con- 
feiTed by the Minister, and all complaints 
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regarding the conduct of Pulilic Othcials 
are brought to his notice and invariably 
meet with tlie utmost attention; and in 
cases wJiere injustice has been committed, 
the complainant obtains immediate redress. 
This, I am able to assert from personal 
knowledge as respects the following in- 
stances. When encamped at Bissowlceah, one 
morning, as we were in the act of starting 
on a shooting excursion. General Jung Ba- 
hadur’s elephant was surrounded by pea- 
santry, clamouring loudly for justice and 
accusing tlie Subah of the district of op- 
pression and tyranny. The Muiister desired 
them to have patience, stating that he could 
not at that moment attend to their petition, 
but that their wrongs should bo carefully 
enquired into and redressed. The follow- 
ing day an excuse, on the plea of public 
business, was sent for not joining our party; 
before night the charge brought against the 
Sirdar was proved, and notwithstanding the 
great influence of his family with the Minis- 
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ter, liis brother being a most confidential 
Officer and one of those ‘who accompanied 
the mission to England, he was removed 
from his appointment and directed to be 
imprisoned until he should repay the amount 
of his unjust exactions, and this sentence 
was nnmediately carried into effect. The 
second case was that of an Officer in charge 
of a district, who having on the part of Gro- 
vernment rented a piece of land at a certaixr 
rate to one of the peasantry, subsequently 
received a higher offer from another party, 
which he accepted. The original applicant 
protested against this arrangement, but a 
deaf ear was turned to his petition. He ap- 
pealed to the Supi'eme Court at Kathman- 
dhoo, not only was a decision given in his 
favor, but the Sirdar fined 50 rupees for 
committmg what was deemed an act of in- 
justice ; a short time after, the peasant had 
occasion to appear before him and was in- 
solently rebuked for his presumption in 
preferring his complaint before the higher 
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tiibimal, a not perhaps over-respectful an- 
swer was given, tlie Officer became enraged 
and in liis passion struck tlie man, who died 
from the effects of the blow. Although the 
Minister had the greatest esteem for the 
Sirdar and he was one of his prin(*.ij)al sup- 
porters, lie was d(!prived of Ids eommission 
and subjected to close confine.inent wlierc 
he )nay remain for years, if not for life. 

From every quarter in which I hav(‘. 
made enquiries, I have received favorable 
accounts of Jung Bahadur’s administration. 
Formerly the people were treated almost 
like sexfs l)y tlie oligarchy, who, as members 
of the Grand Council, au])eriuteude(l all 
aftair.s of State and in general retained the 
goverument of the kingdom (‘.ompletely in 
their own liauds ; now, on tlie (sontrary, tlie 
lowc.st peasant is not deiiarred I'rom <ie- 
manding justice, whatever may lie the rank 
of the party against wliom ids complaint 
is urged, and consequently putting aside 
the feelings of a few of the Sirdars whose 
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power he has curbed or whose ambition he 
has checked, the Minister is decidedly a 
popular Ruler. 

The Raj Guru, or spiritual adviser to 
the Monarch, is an Official whose ranlc and 
influence may be considered as second only 
to that of the Minister; in fact, the latter 
even deems it politic to pay the greatest 
respect, on aU occasions, to this dignitary 
of the church, and doubtless to this out- 
ward deference to one, who, as a Brahman of 
high caste and Chief Priest, must necessarily 
be regarded with reverence by a very large 
portion of the population, he owes much of 
his own power. On the occasion of the 
return of the Mission from England, the 
Guru was induced, by the offer of hand- 
some presents, to leave Nepal for the pur- 
pose of attending the different religious 
ceremonies observed on the banks of the 
Ganges at Benares, and thus the protect- 
ing mantle of his sanctity being flung over 
those who had accomplished the journey to 
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tlie land of the infidel; not even the most 
bigoted and orthodox Hindu could presume 
to cavil or express doubts as to their entire 
purification. 

The Giu’u presides over the Court, 
styled Dhunn Adhilcari, in which ho ex- 
pounds the Shastr and takes cognizance 
of all offences committed contrary to the 
precepts inculcated in the holy writings: 
he is entitled to the fines levied on the 
perpetration of certain transgressions, for 
instance, if a cow dies or is killed within a 
house, havuig a rope round her neclc, the 
owner, ere he can regain his caste, must 
pei’form penance and pay a heavy penalty 
as an atonement for having bound the 
sacred animal. A person who may eat rice 
or dill without taking off certain articles of 
dress, is also liable to the same punishment. 
Colonel Kirkpatrick states that maltreat- 
ment, of any kind, of a cow, subjects tlic 
offender to the payment of a fine, and I 
should think this certainly most probable. 
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Amongst Civil Functionaries tlie Mgliest 
ranlc is that of Kazi; no special duties, 
however, appear to he attached to this dig- 
nity, and Kazis may he indiscriminately 
employed either as Judicial OlScers, or as 
Sirdars entrusted with the general super- 
intendence of certam districts, and having 
irregular troops under their command; they 
are all, as before mentioned, eligible to 
seats in the Grand Council whenever it 
may bo assembled, and also liable to be 
smnmoned to assist at the investigation of 
serious cases at either of the principal 
Courts at the Capital, 

Kirkpatrick mentions that there were 
only 4 Kazis in Office at the period he 
visited Nepal, but at the present time I con- 
ceive, that there is no prescribed limit to 
then- number, which is entirely regulated by 
the will or judgment of the Mmister. 

There are two grades of Judicial or rather 
Magisterial Officer’s styled Dithas and 
Bicharis, the former take cognizance of 

2e 
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offences of a serious natoe and tlieir indi- 
vidual jtxrisdiction extends over several dis- 
tricts. They ai’e empowered to adjudge as a 
punishment, confinement, for periods not ex- 
ceeding a month, or to amerce delinquents in 
sums as high as 5 00 rupees. All crimes ren- 
dering the guilty panties subject to mutila- 
tion or death must, howevei’, bo submitted 
for the decision of tihe higher tribunals at the 
Capital. Bicharis are appointed to every 
district, and their powers are limited to inves- 
tigating cases of a trivial nature, levying 
fines of 100 rupees and awarding sentences 
of imprisonment for a term of not moi'e 
than a few days’ duration. 

Fiscal Officers, styled Subalis, are attach- 
ed to Provinces. Occasionally they faim the 
Revenue from Grovormnent, but, as a general 
rule, they maybe considered as Collcctoi’S on 
the part of the State, they are, I believe, some- 
times invested with magisterial authority. 

The Terai is apparently what may be 
called a Non-Regulation Proviuce, govern- 
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ed by an Oflficer of rank having under his 
orders a Sirdar and several Subahs, it is 
the duty of the former to take notice of, 
and investigate, all offences either Civil or 
Criminal, 'which may be committed through- 
out the whole of the lowlands, forwarding 
the necessary depositions to the Governor, 
who, except in cases involving forfeitiu’e of 
life or limb, which are submitted for the 
orders of the Minister, adjudicates thereon, 
and his decree is deemed final. The Su- 
bahs, as in Nepal, are either Farmers or 
Collectors of the Revenue ; them accounts 
being supervised by the Governor, who is 
responsible to the Dm’bar for due precau- 
tions being observed to prevent the occur- 
rence of fraud and defalcation, which, how- 
ever, consequent on the proximity of our 
territories, in which the delinquent generally 
seeks refuge -with his ill-gotten wealth, not 
unfrequently takes place. The present 
Governor of the Terai is General Krishna 
Bahadur, a younger brother of the Minister; 

3 E 
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Ids residcHce is at Khutta Bimga wlierc tlic 
Head-Qiiai-ters of two Coi|is tlie Sliere and 
Subz Dul aro stationeck The tribunals 
for the administotion of justice at Kath- 
luaudlioo are the Eta Chaplco, Kothce, 
Ling', Tuhsal, and Dhunsar ; the two former 
are the principal Civil and Criminal Courts 
and presided over by a Sirdar, the latter 
ai'e each composed of two Bicharis. There 
is another Court styled the Kcwarcc 
Chaulc, wliich is rather an office of Audit, 
where a general supervision is exercised 
over the accounts of the Subahs, tbau a 
place of juclLcatm’o. The President of this 
assembly is sometimes a Military Officer, the 
office was formerly held by General Budi’ce- 
na Sing, who was removed in consequence 
of his bemg implicated in the recent con- 
spiracy against General Jung Bahadur. 

The Dhurma Shastr forms the basis of 
the Civil and Criminal jurisprudence of 
Nepal, the expounder in aU intricate cases 
being, as already stated, the Raj Guru. Of 
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the Civil department, it is out of my power 
to express any opinion, hut I believe it is 
not very inferior and, in some respects, pro* 
hahly, is even preferable to the systems in 
force in far more civilized coimtries, where 
the glorious uncertainty of the law has be* 
come a proverb and its delays a by-word. 

The Criminal branch is administered with 
energy, and consequently theft is a crime 
that rarely occurs. During my march with 
the Mission to Kathmandhoo, although 
from the moment we crossed the border not 
the slightest precaution was taken to guard 
against robbery, I did not hear of a single 
case throughout a Camp containing 6 or 
7,000 persons. 

Trial by ordeal is sanctioned and often 
practised. It is conducted by the test of 
water, and I understand the proceedings are 
similar to those in vogue in other Hindu 
States. As the special object of the Nepalese 
Courts is to ensure the piuiislunent and pre- 
vention of crime, every measure calculated to 
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secure conviction is used Avitlioiit scruple, and 
little attention is paid to legal teclmicalities. 
A criminal can bo found guilty merely on 
bis own evidence, and, in fact, to enable the 
judge to award sentence, it is considered 
absolutely necessary that tbe culpnt should 
acknowledge his guilt. 

The Code of Laws formerly administered 
in Nepal has been much modified and ren- 
dered more lenient by the present Munster ; 
the undennentioned crimes alone are now 
prmishable by death, — ^mm’der, treason 
against the King or Prime Minister, attacks 
upon the persons of the British or Chinese 
Envoys, and theft in the thmd instance, 
in the fii-st flogging, and in the second am- 
putation of the arm, being awarded. The 
other penalties pi-escribed for different of- 
fences are confiscation of property, banish- 
ment, degradation from caste, imprisonment, 
and the imposition of fines ; the throe for- 
mer are however now seldom inflicted. 
Incest is punished by emasculation, adultery 
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is commonly revenged by tlie party offended 
fxgaiiist, wbo is allowed to vindicate bis 
honor without the interference of the police ; 
wonuT) for tliis offence are liable to have 
their lips and noses cut off, but I suspect 
that tlie Jiature of their punishment gener- 
ally depends much upon tlieir own caste and 
that of the pei'son with whom they have in- 
trigued. The sentence of death cannot be 
awarded against any member of the fair sex, 
whatever may have been the crime of which 
she has been found culpable: women are 
however subject to other very severe punish- 
ments, mutilation being the most common. 
Gambling is prohibited in Nepal, and, except 
during the Dewali, when there is no res- 
triction and for five days the vice is univer- 
sally indidged in, any infringement of this 
law is severely punished. 

The Court of Nepal maintains Political 
relations both with England and China. 
Every fifth year a Mission is despatched 
from Kathmaudhoo with presents for the 
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Emperor at Pekin. It always consists of 27 
persons, as in the event of any variation 
taking place in the munher, it would not l)o 
received hy the Chinese authorities ; it must 
also invariably amve on the I'rontier on 
the same day, and have under its charge 
exactly the sanie articles, as oiiginally prcs- 
scrihed hy the Treaty of 1792, not tlie 
slightest deviation from the rales then dic- 
tated being allowed, no plea even would 
be admitted for making any alteration either 
in the dates or stages, as directed for its 
route to, and from, the capital; with this 
exception the Mission experiences favorable 
treatment. An officer of Rank with an Escort 
is ajijiointed to accompany it, and ho is res- 
I)onsible for the Members being supplied, 
at the expense of liis own Goverment, with 
every thing which may conduce to their 
comfort. To such an extent is this complai- 
sance carried, that even the gratification of 
their sensual desires is not forgotten, and 
arrangements made accordingly ; at the same 
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time should one of their ntimher he in a 
dyhig state, he would not he allowed to halt, 
hut hi the event of a palankeen not being 
available, which is the case for some part of 
the way, he would he tied on to his saddle 
and compelled to continue his journey. 

The Mission is absent from kfepal 18 
months, and remains 45 days atPekm, during 
which period the superior Officers, on five or 
six occasions, are admitted to an audience 
with the Emperor. During the interview, 
having m the fii’st instance made the three 
prostrations of the body (Kao tao), they 
are obliged to remain in a kneeling posture, 
this is, in accordance with Court etiquette, 
no one being permitted to stand in the Eoyal 
presence. As it is not deemed requisite that 
cushions should he supplied to tlie Chinese 
Ministers whilst in attendance on their Sove- 
reign, each individual, when proceeding to 
the Palace, carries under liis arm a small 
carpet, which he spreads before him on enter- 
ing the room in which His Majesty is sitting. 
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Pekin is described by tlie Sirdars, who 
have accompanied the Mission, as a fine 
town, but the buildings are chiefly only one 
story in height. 

Occasionally an Envoy from the Great 
Lama at Thibet makes his appearance 
at Kathmandhoo, but although his visit 
is doubtless sanctioned by the Chinese 
Government, and should it be necessary 
he would act in a political capacity, he can- 
not be considered as an accredited Agent; 
his ostensible duty is to inspect the Budhist 
temples in the vicinity of the City. There 
is a Nepalese Agent at Lassa to watch 
over the interests of the Newars engaged in 
commerce who reside at that City. 

Although presents arc transmitted to 
Kathmandhoo in return for those offered to 
the Emperor, there, can be but little doubt 
that the latter are considered in the light of 
tribute from a dependant State and not as 
marks of esteem from an equal power, the 
Nepalese naturally repudiate this idea, but 



STATE OE NEPAL. 


67 


still they cannot deny, that the quinquennial 
Mission is one of the conditions imposed by 
the victorious Chinese General when encamp- 
ed at Nyalcot, almost within sight of Kath- 
mandhoo ; with regard to the policy of the 
Nepal Durbar in thus incurring the humi- 
liation of suing for an ignominious peace, 
there are various opinions, Colonel Kirkpat- 
rick who visited the country almost imme- 
diately after the signing of the treaty, states, 
that the necessity for the measure was 
doubtful, as the invading army suffered 
from disease and scarcity, and would soon 
have been compelled to solicit the terms 
which they made a merit of granting. From 
all I could glean it would appear that hos- 
tilities were commenced by the Gorkhas, 
who entered the Chinese territories, and on 
their return, loaded with plimder but with 
little provision, were attacked and defeated 
by an overwhelming force of Tartars. Ac- 
cording to Gorkha traditions extreme hard- 
ships from exposure and hunger were 
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endured by their troops on this expedition, 
to such an extent indeed, as to have com- 
pletely deterred them from ever again mak- 
ing incursions, in that direction, beyond 
their own Frontier. The dread formei-ly 
entertained of Tartor troops has, 1 have 
reason to believe, now quite subsided, and, 
for some time past, the Durbar have been 
casting longing eyes on one or two of the 
small States adjoining their territories but 
tributary to China, unless, however, aided 
by the resources of the Indian Government, 
regarding which arrangement I have often 
heard hints offered ; the want of an efficient 
Commissariat Department would alone prove 
an obstacle to their moving a large body of 
troops in that quarter. 

When the Selkh force under Zorawur 
Sing, which attempted to penetrate into 
Thibet by the Cashmere route, was defeated 
by the Tartars, four or five hundred men 
were taken prisoners and carried into capti- 
vity near the Gorkha Frontier, where some 
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of them still exist ; a letter was despatched 
by the Durbar to the Emperor soliciting their 
release, of tliis Missive not the slightest 
notice was ever accorded, a tolerable proof 
of the estimation m which the Nepal Elder 
is held by his Imperial Majesty. 

To a Hindu Nation, a constrained Mission 
to an infidel country where little regard is 
paid to their prejudices, must, it is evident, 
be considered in the light of a national 
disgrace, indeed, all the Membei'S are deem- 
ed so completely to have lost caste during 
theif journey, that on their return they are 
obliged to halt for 3 days at Nyakot, 18 
miles from the capital, in order to perform 
certain religious ceremonies as a purification, 
and even then it is thought necessary, to 
prevent then* being reproached with having 
forfeited their religious rights, that the Ka- 
jah should present them with water out of 
his own lota, as an acknowledgment of their 
having been re-admitted into the pale of the 
church. 

2 G 
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Of the revenues of Nepal, I regret to 
state, it is out of my power to afford any 
certain information. I douht, in fact, whether 
an acciu'ate statement could be framed even 
from the records possessed l)y the r)iirl)a.r, 
as the Civil and Military hlshiblishments 
being paid almost entirely by tlagirs, or 
assignments of land, the sums actually rea- 
lized at the Public Ti'easiu’y must be far 
less than the real value of the land-tax, 
which forms the most considerable item in 
their accounts, whilst at the same time it is 
probable, that in the register of Jagirs, the 
worth of each allotment is greatly exag- 
gerated, or at all events rated at the highest 
value, without reference to the depreciation 
in rents which must occasionally occur 
owing to drought or other causes. Colonel 
Kirkpatrick estimated the total amount 
received by the Government at from 25 to 
30 lacs, but I am inclined to believe that it 
has materially increased within the present 
century, and may now be justly calculated 
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as, at the least, 50 lacs. During the last few 
years a considerable augmentation has taken 
place in the Eevenue derived from the 
Tcrai, owing, doubtless, to the minute super- 
vision and admirable management of the 
present Minister. When ceded to the G-or- 
khas in 1816, this district was valued at 
only 2 or 3 lacs, whilst I have ascertained 
from several q[uarters that it yields nearly 
20. This sum is collected principally from 
the land-tax, but this is not the only source ; 
about 3 lacs per annum is paid by contrac- 
tors for the privilege of cutting timber in 
the forest; and the jungle is also let for 
grazing, 4 annas per head being levied on 
huifaloes or black cattle, cows are allowed 
free pasturage ; large herds annually enter 
the Terai from the British Provinces, and as 
the casualties are numerous, a flourishing 
trade is carried on in hides by speculators, 
residing on the borders, who forward them 
by water to the Calcutta market. Another 
item in the receipts is the profits obtained 
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from elephant catching; in 1850 the number 
caught was certainly 200, and although 
many of them were small, I should hardly 
think their average value less than 300 
rupees, thus, allowing 10,000 rupees on 
account of expenditure for establishments, 
the total amount cleared would be 50,000 
rupees, and I suppose this may be consider- 
ed as a tolerable approximation to the usual 
annual rate. 

There are two modes adopted in Nepal 
for seizing wild elephants, the one either by 
pits or keddahs (enclosures) as practised in 
Hindustan, and the other by hunting them 
by means of tame ones; the latter is the 
most exciting, fatiguing, and dangerous sport 
I have ever witnessed; the wild elcpliants 
are in the first instance driven by beaters 
(regiments being frequently employed for 
this purpose) towards some well-known pass, 
at the extremity of which the huntsmen ai'e 
stationed; as the breaking of the boughs in 
the forest and the shots and shouts of the 
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pursuers deuote the rapid approach of the 
herd, the utmost anxiety appears depicted in 
every countenance, and strange to say even 
the tame elephants remain motionless, fear- 
ing lest they should hetray their position 
and scare their wild brethren, ere the cordon 
gradually closing round them has been 
properly formed ; at last the signal is given, 
and perhaps 30 or 40 elephants rush for- 
ward, crushing the thick jungle and tramp- 
ling down the high grass beneath their feet. 
As soon as the wild animals are seen, one is 
separated from its companions and closely 
followed by the hunters ; the danger now 
commences, for not only is there a chance 
of being attacked by the hunted elephant, 
but the utmost agility is req^uired to prevent 
being killed by coming in contact with 
the branches or stems of the trees through 
wliich you urge your course. Howdahs 
would be useless, as in a few minutes they 
would be smashed to atoms. The sportsman 
therefore maintains his seat merely by the 
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aid of a rope attached to a very small pad 
on the elephant’s hack and having a noose 
through which the hand is passed; ho must 
trust entirely to his own presence of mind 
and activity, to escape the dangers that 
threaten him, now springing to the right, 
now to the left, at one moment standing 
almost erect, and spurring on his ungainly 
courser witli a mallet, in which a spike is 
affixed, which he holds in the left hand, the 
next seeking shelter from some impending 
hough behind the animal’s tail. The pace at 
which the chase is kept up is almost 8 miles 
an hour, and it may continue for 30 or 40 
minutes, sometimes much longer. Any one 
therefore, who has ever mounted an ele- 
phant, may form some idea of the exertion 
which has to be undergone; at laiSt the wild 
beast is surrounded by the tamo ones, and 
whilst being regularly jostled, some skilful 
mahout ffings, with the aid of his elephant, 
a rope round its neck by which it is soon 
securely fastened, and placed under charge 
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of two others, selected for their size and 
power, whilst the caj)tors turn hack to seek 
another victim. In this way three or foxn 
arc caught in a single day. They are so 
effectually subdued by hunger and the 
dread of their powerful guardians, who treat 
them most unmercifully, that occasionally 
at the exphation of three days from the 
date of their being seized, they may bo seen 
with riders ou their backs. When a wild 
elephant is what is termed Must, or mad, it 
is extremely hazardous to approach him, as 
instead of flying he would charge the domes- 
ticated animals, very few of whom could 
withstand his shock. Beasts in this state 
therefore are occasionally killed by men with 
poisoned spears, who talce up a position near 
their path and wound them as they pass ; or by 
an arrow attached to a beam placed in their 
track, bent down and secured by a noose so 
arranged, that on its becoming disengaged 
by the action of an elephant’s foot, the arrow 
flies up and strikes the animal’s side. 
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All mines in Nepal are claimed as the 
property of the State, hut I am induced to 
imagine, that the revenue derived from this 
source is decreasing, not from the store of 
mineral wealth thi'oughout the country 
having heen exhausted, for rich mines of 
iron, copper, arsenicato of copp(',r, hiad, sul- 
phur and coal are still known to exist, 
moreover lumps of gold liave heen found in 
the beds of the hill streams, and several 
veins of silver are also stated to have been 
discovered j but the poidion of the profits 
demanded by Government is so gi’eat, and, 
owing to the want of steam power and the 
mechanical appliances used in Europe, the 
expense of working mines is so heavy, that 
few speculators will come forward to under- 
take the contract; the lead mines which 
are the least profitable are in reality quite 
abandoned, and that ore is imported from 
British India. 

The Gorkha miners do not in general 
sink a shaft from which the gallery diverges. 
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but in the first instance run tbe gallery, or 
in some cases an open ti’ench, from the sur- 
face at an angle of about 45 degrees, and 
when this is canned to such a depth that it 
fills with water, having no means of keeping 
it clear, the mine is deserted. Notwithstand- 
ing the disadvantages above described a 
large quantity of copper is still procured, 
and in the shape of rude paisa exported 
into the British territories, indeed to such 
an extent, that the districts of Goruldbpore, 
Champarun, Tirhoot and the parts of Oudh 
bordering on the Terai are deluged with 
these coins, and I question whether the 
whole of these Provinces absorb yearly 100 
rupees in copper currency from the Calcutta 
Mint. The value of the Nepal paisa varies in 
every zillah, or in fact, I may say, in every 
village, but I should suppose the average 
rate would he about 22 gundas or 88 paisa 
per rupee. 

In addition to the copper currency there 
is also a gold and silver coinage at the Nepal 
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Mint wliicli yields some slight profits to the 
Government. Gold coins are called Ashrafis, 
and are subdivided into halves, quarters 
and eighths, but even these fractional parts 
arc seldom used, and the full Ashrafi 
may bo considered more in the light 
of a modal than a coin. The silver piece, 
in ordinary circulation, is styled a Mohur 
rupee and its value estimated at eight annas. 
Some few, named Siccas, are struck w;orth 
sixteen annas, but they are not common. 
The following table shows the relative value 
existing between the Nepal and Calcutta 
coinage. 

Thn weight of Nopal Sioca Bupoo = 15^ Calcutta annas. 

Mohur or Adhidar =» 7 annas and 7tl pice. 

Quarter Mohur = 1 anna and lO^i- pice. 

Gold Ilupoo or Ashrafl = 15 annas. 

The standard of the silver coin is, 7 ru- 
pees 13 annas, and of the gold ditto, 2 ru- 
pees, per cent, less than the Calcutta Stand- 
ard. 

Various articles of export are subject to 
taxation, and an ad mlorem duty of, 2|, per 
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cent, is levied on all imports, fi’oni British 
India, moreover, besides other exactions in 
passing through the country with which I am 
unacquainted, hut some of which are, I un- 
derstand, vexatious, a charge of 4 annas per 
head, is made by the Dm'bar for every laden 
cooly passing the forts of Scesa Griirhee 
and Mukwanporc. I was, unfortunately, 
unable to obtain data sufficiently-precise 
to admit of my forming any calculation of 
the amount thus collected, but I was in- 
formed by an intelligent Sirdar, who for 
many years had charge of the Terai district, 
tliat he estimated the value of the goods 
annually exported to our territories, at nearly 
12 lacs, and of those imported from tlie same 
quarter at about 9 lacs. Of the former, he 
enumerated the undermentioned articles: — 
Wax, ginger, timber of different sorts, pipal, 
(long pepper) pipla mul, (long pepper root) 
honey, hides, rushes, tez-pat, (Malabatlmum 
leaf) stone, ivory, elephants, manjit, or the 
Indian madder, turmeric, nir bisi, (zedoary) 
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Jata masi, (spikenard) arsenic, orpiment, 
bezoar stone, katli, (Ten-a Japonica) musk, 
dailies, bufiPalo’s horns, copper, oranges, 
walnuts, cardaraums d^isee, Erd or damar, 
resin, rice,* grain of different sorts,* 
cliaras, opium, gliec, lanap oil, bells, gongs, 
arras of different descriptions, and coarse 
paper ; and amongst the latter. Lead, zinc, 
tin, pewter, soap, kapas, (raw cotton,) car- 
pets, gold and silver lace, cotton goods of 
vaiious descriptions, cliintzes, muslins, &c,, 
shawls, Idukabs, broadcloth, salt, dar chini, 
(cinnamon) supyari, (betel nut) pan, (betel 
leaf) sugar, black pepper, cloves, carda- 
inums Guzratee, nutmegs, saffron, mace, salt- 
petre, sulphur, tobacco, alum, shells, motlier- 
o’pearl, pearls, coral, beads, raw silk, sandal 
wood, shell lac, camphor, otters’ skins,f 
glassware, plated glass and English cutleiy. 
From China the importations are. Borax, 
fau’S, satins, sUks, velvets, tea, rugs or 


* From tlie Terai. 

f From, the neighbourhood of Dacca. 
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l)lankets, goats, dogs, ponies, j}re,s’erve(J 
fruits, quicksilver, gold dust, jak-tail cliaun- 
ries, cliliattars, salamoniac, various medi- 
cinal drugs, and salt. Tlio latter article is 
said to be bi'ouglit from a lalco about fifteen 
days’ march beyond the Brahinai)utra, and 
is transported on the backs of sheep, which 
owuig to the length of the journey never 
return, but are sold at Kathnnuulhoo. Tliese 
sheep ai'e of a large size, and some of tliem 
have four horns, tliey cany a heavy load, th(^ 
average weight being forty-two poniida. 

Tlie trade of Nepal is not at present 
extensive, but there is little doubt that un- 
der proper I'egulations, and with improved 
hues of communication, it might be so en- 
lai'ged, as to become not only beneficial to 
its own Govenrment and people, but also to 
those of the neighbouring States. It is not 
improbable, that together with their own 
exports, which consist principally of bolls, 
cloths and aims, a few articles of British 
manufacture, even now, find their way to 

2 H 
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Thibet tlirougli Katlimandlioo ; but, as long 
as the roads in every direction, more especial- 
ly those over the passes on the side of India, 
remain in their present ■wretched state, and 
the expense of carriage consequently conti- 
nues so lieavy, any increase of traffic in that 
quarter cannot reasonably be expected, and 
the inhabitants of that pai't of Asia, notwith- 
standing the spread of British power in the 
East, must, in a great measure, be dependant 
on Russia, botli for the supply of goods of 
European workmanship, and as a mart for 
their own redundant productions. Whilst, 
in tlie event of commercial relations being 
once established on a firm footing between 
Hindustan and Thibet and Western China, 
taking into consideration the facility of 
water caridage for a great portion of the 
distance, and the shortness of the route as 
compared to that it now follows, it may with 
justice be inferred, that the whole of the 
trade connected with those coimtries, would 
speedily flow towards Calcutta, 
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Altliotigh the I’evenues of the Durbar 
may be, as compared to that of other States, 
trifling, yet as the Civil and Military func- 
tionaries, as already stated, are almost en- 
tirely remunerated by grants of land, and 
the Court is far from extravagant, the ex- 
penditure is also light, and there is conse- 
quently a considerable surplus annually 
realized, which would enable the Grovern- 
ment to furnish funds for the general im- 
provement of the means of communication 
throughout the country. Notwithstanding, 
to ensure the co-operation of the Shdars, 
that it would be absolutely necessary, not 
only to impress them with a sense of 
the benefit which would accrue to theh 
country from the extension of its commerce, 
but also to remove the fear, which they at 
present entertain, of an hivasion by the 
British, in the event of the routes over the 
Soesa Gurhee and Mukwanpore passes 
being rendered easy of access, or new ones 
being opened; under the present, compara- 

3 H 
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tively speaJdng, enlightened adiiiinistriition, 
and with the aid of European skill and 
science, there is I’eason to hope that oven- 
tually a new era may dawn upon Nepal, and 
she may become the gi'eat thoroughfare for 
eircidating the traffic of Great Britain 
throughout the greater portion of the CcIoh- 
tial Empire. Having concluded this brief 
accoimt of the Government of Nepal, I will 
now proceed, to the best of my power, to 
describe its inhabitants, their religion, habits, 
manufactimes, &c. 



CHAPTER III. 


Inhahitants of Nepal — Bstimatedpoptilation— Distinct Tribes 
Hindus — Muggurs — Qurungs — ICirats or Brats — Ne- 
tuars — Blwotias — Lcpciuts — Tharm — Beligiovs toleration 
— Suttee — Court mourning — Diseases — Climate-Manu- 
factures — Agriculture — Animal and Vegetable prodiwtions. 

The population of Nepal lias never, I be- 
lieve, been exactly ascertained, or at all 
events recorded; but from tlie accounts 
wliicb bave readied me, including tlie pea- 
santry in tlie Tcrai and tlie inliabitants of 
the provinces bordering on tbeBralimaputra, 
(who altliougli perliaps bardly subject, are 
certainly tributary to the Grorkha Govern- 
ment,) I do not think I can be accused of 
exaggeration in estimating the number at not 
less than 4,000,000,* in which are comprised 
the undermentioned classes, differing both in 
language and habits, viz. pime Hindus, i. e. 
Brahmins and Khasiyas, (Plill Eajputs) 
Muggurs, Gurungs, Ki'ats, N ewars, Bhootias, 

* I have heard it rated at over 5,000,000. 
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Lepclias and Tharus. My stay at Nepal was 
too sliort to enable me to enjoy an opportu- 
nity of making myself tlioronghly ac({uaint- 
cd with the customs peculiar to tlio various 
tribes, and I must therefore content mystdf 
witJi the following meagre sketcdi : — 

The Hindus of the hills vary little, as re- 
gai'ds tlie observance of religious ceremonies, 
from those of Hindustan; but, although 
equally strict in their intorcom’sc with Eu- 
ropeans, amongst themselves they appear far 
less fettered by the prejudices of caste, and, 
with respect to paHaking of animal food, 
pay much less attention to the precepts of 
Menu. In general, they eat readily of goats, 
sheep, (provided they are of the short-tailed 
breed) rabbits, ducks, duck’s eggs, geese, 
turkeys, wild fowl, and game of all descrip- 
tions, (including the wild hog.) Many 
of them drink intoxicating liquors, prepar- 
ed by fermentation from pines and other 
fruits. Like their brethren of the plains 
they worship the cow, but the unfortu- 
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iiato buffalo obtains little mercy at their 
haiiils, and the person who would not dare 
to aim the lightest blow at the former, does 
not hesitate, merely for the gratification of 
displaying his strength and skill, to deprive 
the latter of life ; in fact, to cut off a buffalo’s 
head with a single blow of the kliora (a 
curved sword), is by no means a very 
uncommon feat amongst the Gorkhas. 

The Muggurs appear to be one of the 
aboriginal races of Nepal ; although they 
have adopted many of the customs of their 
Hindu conquerors, with the exception of 
abstaining from beef, they have no scruples 
as to their food, and are much addicted to 
intoxication. 

The Gunmgs are a pastoral tiibe, whose 
manners assimilate in many respects to those 
of the Muggurs. They are worshippers of 
Budh and follow the doctrines of Sakya as 
explained by their own Lamas.* 

* The Lamas are Budhiat Moults, irho have, nominally 
at least, forsaken the pleasures of the world. They reject 
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The Krats are a race formerly occupying 
the mountains to the East of Kepal Ihoper, 
where they still chielly reside, they seem 
never to have hecome converts even to the 
liberal doctrines of tlic Hindus of the hills, 
hut in a great measure to have preserved 
their own faith. They are not now permit- 
ted to kill kine, hut I understand tliey always 
gladly avail themselves of every opportimity 
of regaling upon the flesh of a cow, which 
may have met with its death by accident. 

The members of all the four classes above 
described are eiilisted into the Grorkha 
anny. They are generally bold, hardy, active 
and athletic men, and j)rovo good soldiers. 

the doctrine of caste, and admit a person of any nation into 
their order. They consider themselves under tiio authority 
of Sakya Gamhii, who came from India aliout LIio beginning 
of our era, and resides at Lassa in periietual youth, and is 
not therefore an Avatar. The Dherma Rajah, or spiritual 
Chief, of what we call Bhootan, is considered as an incarna- 
tion. of a Boudh who has obtained divinity, and they be- 
lieve that at the death of the body it inhabits, it passes into 
that of another child, and continues there through life, 
whlcR is also believed of tlxe Tlshu Lama, the spiritual 
guide of the Chinese, who resides at Digarchi. The ordi- 
nary Lamas pretend only to be saints. 
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Tlie Newars were the original holders of 
the valley of Nopal ; although in the war 
with the Gorkhas they strove most gallantly 
to maintain their independence, they are 
now deemed too effeminate to ho eligible for 
Military service, and are principally employ- 
ed as traders, husbandmen and mechanics. 
In the latter capacity they are extremely 
slcilM and expert, and, like the Chinese, will 
(iopy most miimtely any pattern which may 
ho given them, and if properly mstnicted, 
would make admirable artificers. At pre- 
sent they arc the only carpenters and black- 
smiths in Nepal, and many of the specimens 
of their worlonanship are extremely well 
executed. They also excel as gold and sil- 
versmiths and their embroidery in pearl's 
and other precious stones is well finished 
and in good taste. 

They appear a quiet inoffensive race and 
are in general of a middle size, robust, with 
stout limbs and open and cheerful counte- 
nances ; many of them have become pro- 
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selytes to tlie Hindu religion, but tlio 
greater number are still followers of Budli ; 
one sect denominated Bbamas sluwe their 
heads like thcBhootias and observe many of 
their religious rites as well as civil customs ; 
they all burn theii- dead, and their ju’incipal 
charactexistic is the little i-egard they exxter- 
tain for the honor of their women, who are 
never coixfiued or even kept mider any res- 
tx’aint. When a girl is about eight years of 
age she is carried to a temple and mairied, 
with the ceremonies usual to Hindus, to the 
Bel fruit, (segle raarmelos) on her attaining 
the age of puberty, she is betrothed with 
her own consent to some man of the same 
caste, and receives a dower which becomes 
Ixer husband’s property ; the nuptials ai’e 
then celebrated with feasting and religious 
ceremonies; she is however at liberty to 
claim a divorce whenever she wishes, and 
on the slightest pretences; it is merely 
necessary before leaving the house, that 
she should signify her intention by plac- 


STATE OE mSPAE. 


91 


ing two betel nuts in her bed, she is 
then tree to choose another spouse; at 
the same time, provided she only coha- 
bits with men of her own, or a higher 
caste, she can, whenever she pleases, return 
to the house of her first husband and re- 
sume charge of his family. Hamilton al- 
ludes to a custom which is still kept up 
amongst them. Sometime in May or Jime, 
a skirmish takes place between the young 
men and lads of the north and south ends 
of the town, which lasts 15 days, that on 
the fifteenth day is most serious, the oppos- 
ing parties are drawn up in the broad, level, 
sandy bed of the river between the City 
and Sambhunath, the fight is carried on 
with stones — commences about an hour 
before sunset and continues until dark. Se- 
vere injuries are inflicted and occasionally 
a woimd proves fatal. I have never heard 
the origin of the practice, but it is stated by 
the above mentioned author to be attri- 
buted to two causes, and the following 

I 
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is liis account : — “ Some allege, tliat at 
one time KathmancUioo was subject to two 
Eajas and tliat the skinnisliings first arose 
among their respective followers, and have 
ever since been continued; others, with 
more probability, think that the combat is 
meant to commemorate a battle between 
a son of Maha-Deva and a Eachhas or 
evil spirit. Colonel Crawfurd justly gives 
a preference to the latter opinion, for if 
one of the parties obtain the victory, every 
thing favorable, seasonable rains, plentiful 
crops, and fine weather is augured for the 
remainder of the year*, the reverse is ex- 
pected should the opposite party gain tlie 
advantage,” 

The Bhootias are of Tartar origin and 
inhabit the Pi’ovinces bordermg on Thibet. 
They make their appearance at Kathniandhoo 
during the month of November, returning 
to their homes in March. They have two 
objects in visiting the Capital, to prosecute 
a lucrative traffic, and at the same time 
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pay their adoration at the different Budhist 
shrines in the vicinity : they seem a cheer- 
ful and contented race, robust in per- 
son and filthy in their habits, I should 
conceive that a change of garments must be 
a luxury almost unknown amongst them. 
Their soil and climate being more favor- 
able to animal than to vegetable life, 
they are chiefly restricted to the use of 
animal food, of which they generally obtain 
four meals per diem; they possess large 
herds of oxen, together with flocks of sheep 
and goats, and their country abounds in game 
of every description. Tea, they consume 
in large quantities, prepared with rancid 
lard, they also partake of spirituous liquors 
distilled principally from grain. 

The Lepchas for the most part inhabit 
the country of Sildiim, but there are a few 
within the territories of the Nepal Glovern- 
ment. From all accounts they are semi-bar- 
barians, the use of fire-arms is little known 
amongst them, and they are principally 

2 I 
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armed •with bows and arrows, they are very 
expert in handling their knives, which they 
employ either as weapons, or as tools 
in constructing huts, bridges, See. I 
imagine they may be classed amongst the 
Budhists, as they have none of the scruples 
of Hindus with i-egard to their food. 

The Thanis are the denizens of the Te- 
rai, and are said not to suffer from the 
deadly malaria, they are however sickly- 
looldng men, and although from their being 
acclimatized, the poison may not work ac- 
tively or rather speedily upon their frames, 
it is evident that tlieir constitutions are 
debilitated and undermined from its effects, 
and their lives are, I believe, of short dura- 
tion. To the eastward some districts of 
the Hepal dominions are inhabited by ra- 
ces, amongst others the Limbus, resj)ecting 
whom I could acquire but little information, 
I have been however led to conjecture, that 
they are mere off-shoots from some of the 
tribes already specified. 



STATE OE NEPAL. 


95 


Many of tlie domestic servants in Nepal 
are slaves; a male is styled Keta, and a 
female Ketee. I am not sufficiently ac- 
quainted witli tlie subject to detail the 
circumstances under whicli the system of 
slavery is established, but I believe many 
slaves are born free, being the children of 
parties in necessitous circumstances and 
sold by their parents, others are liereditary 
slaves, being born in bondage, the progeny 
of persons who have lost their freedom; 
those attaclied to the households of men of 
rank, appear to be well treated, and are, in 
fact, on a superior footing in the family to 
hired menials. 

Although the Gorkha Government would 
not in all probability allow its Hindu 
subjects to become converts either to 
Christianity or Mahomedaiiism, yet it is 
extremely tolerant as respects religion, and 
no one is subject to persecution on account 
of his faith. In the neighbourhood of Palpa 
there are, I understand, some Mussulman 

3i 
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villages, the inhabitants of which were oii- 
ginally employed chiefly as Miners. Of their 
present pursuits, I have no exact Imowledge. 

Suttee is sanctioned throughout Nepal, 
hut I am aware of several instances in wliich 
it has not been practised, and it is not con- 
sidered dishonorable, on the part of the re- 
latives, to dissuade a widow from being guilty 
of self-immolation, on the contrary, any ])er- 
son who may be convicted, of having used 
forcible or other unjustifiable means to in- 
duce a woman to sacrifice herself, is liable 
to severe punishment. The argument which 
I have heard advanced against the prolnbi- 
tion of the practice, was, the futility of at- 
tempting to suppress it with a view to pre- 
vent the loss of life, as in the event of a 
woman beiirg determined, either from aftcc- 
tionto the deceased, or as a jromt of honor, to 
accompany her husband’s corpse to the grave, 
or rather furreral pile, she ’would commit sui- 
cide by taking poison, or by other means 
which could not possibly be guarded against 
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On tlxe occasion of tlie demise of a mem- 
ber of the Eoyal Family general mourning 
is strictly enforced. Every person is proM- 
bited for tire period of one year from attend- 
ing any place of festivity, listening to the 
sounds of music, and wearing shoes in which 
a single particle of leather is introduced. 
For three days nobody can enter a carriage, 
eat more than once a day, or partake of 
food prepared with spices, moreover, it is 
incumbent on every one to shave the head 
and wear the (Tilak Matam dari Id) mark 
of grief or mourning, on the forehead. 

The diseases prevalent in Nepal are fever, 
rhemnatism, goitre, cutaneous disorders and 
venereal; the latter is particularly common, 
for aU classes are most dissolute. The Na- 
tives of the plains when residing in the val- 
ley of Kathmandhoo, are, equally with the 
inhabitants, subject to Bronchocele. The 
residents of some locahties are however 
exempt from this malady, amongst others, 
those living in the villages of Kirtapur and 
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Sancliu, both of which are situated ou emi- 
nences : cases of leprosy or elc])hantiasiH 
seldom, if ever, occur amongst the Kepulese. 

The climate of bfepal is superior to that 
of Hindustan, and, as tlie temperature is 
several degrees cooler, I should sitppoae 
better suited to the Eiuopoan constitiitiou, 
Dui'ing the few days of my stiiy at Kathmau- 
dhoo, early in February, the Theiiiiometcr 
in an open room never rose above 65“. The 
Gorklias divide their year into six seasons, 
but this is, I presume, an error, os they 
almost exactly correspond with those of the 
plains. The rains commence a httle earlier, 
and set in from the south-east quarter; 
they are usually very copious and break up 
towards the middle of October. The 
torrents from the moimtains being often 
extremely violent at this period, wliile the 
descent of the rivers through the low lands 
is not sufficiently precipitate, as to caiTy off 
the waters with rapidity; they are very 
liable to overflow their banks, and thus 
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during the months of July, August and 
September, two-thirds of the valley is ge- 
nerally inundated. Throughout the cold 
season, L e, from October to March, dense 
fogs are extremely prevalent ; they however 
generally clear off about 9 or 10 A. m. when 
they are succeeded by bright sunshine, but 
the solar fays have but little power, and it is 
quite possible to be exposed to them the 
whole day without suffering from their in- 
fluence. The principal manufactm’es of 
Nepal are arms, chain armour, brass uten- 
sils and ornaments, bells, of which they ex- 
port a large nimiber to India, one or two 
sorts of coarse, and one fine cotton cloth, 
the latter, called Maleeda, is particularly 
soft and light, and a coarse kind of paper, 
which is prepared in enormous sheets in the 
following manner: — The pulp, naade from 
the bark of a shrub, of wMchitis composed, 
is spread upon a sheet tightly stretched on 
a fi’ame extended over a small tank, con- 
taining sufficient water to cover it ; when it 
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is completely saturated, the water is drain- 
ed off, and the paper dried by artificial heat, 
produced by pans of bruming charcoal placed 
under the frame. 

The tree of which the bark is used for the 
above j)ui'pose is the Sied burrooa, a Species 
of Daphne. There arc two kinds, both 
growing to a considerable size, the one is 
called Kaghazi pat, or the paper plant, and 
the other the Bhootia Sied burrooa, or paper 
tree of Thibet, which is deemed the best. 

The valley of Nepal is extremely fertile, 
in many places yielding no less than 4 crops 
per annum, viz. wheat, rice, Indian corn, 
(maid) and vegetables. Owing to tlio 
prejudices of the Hindu witli respect to 
the treatment of the ox, and the want of 
any other description of drauglit cattle, the 
plough is seldom, if ever, seen, and the soil 
is prepared by hand, the implement used 
being a kind of hoe. Although this system 
of husbandry must necessarily entail a 
greater amount of labor, it is in other re- 
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spects equally elBcacious as tlie method 
adopted in Hindustan; in fact, were the 
plough alone to he used in Nepal, many 
plots of land which are now under cultiva- 
tion, would he abandoned, as, consequent on 
the inequality of tlie surface of the country, 
the fields have for the most part to he 
formed in a succession of small tenuces 
along the sides of the numerous hills. The 
soil is in general rich, consisting of a mix- 
ture of light mould, sand and gravel, 
supported hy a deep hlaclc unctuous earth, 
which latter, the cultivators spread over 
the rice fields as manure. 

The operations of husbandry are of course 
tedious, and at some seasons, every pei’son, 
in the family capable of labor, must be em- 
ployed, consequently no one being available 
to remain in charge of the young children, 
they are talcen to the field, and the villager may 
be seen carrying Ms infants in two baskets 
suspended over his shoulder by a bamboo. 
Towards the end of the rainy season shoot- 
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ing is strictly proliibited, not from any de- 
sire to preserve the game, but in order that 
the services of the sportsmen may bo at 
liberty to aid in getting in the harvest. 

Land in Nepal is divided into khcts or 
fields, each of which is estimated to produce 
a certain number of bushels of paddy or 
rice in the husit, the subdivisions are as 
follows ; 

20 Pathils = 1 Muri. 

20 Muris = 1 Biswa. 

6 Biswas = 1 Khet. 

Although the country is everywhere in- 
tersected with streams, which might be 
made available for the purpose of inigation, 
and the people are perfectly well aware of 
their great value in this respect, yet fr'om 
not possessing the means of conducting the 
water to tlie high grounds, a large portion 
is entirely wasted, and land which might 
otherwise afford a profitable return to the 
cultivator remains untilled ; the water-power 
at their command is however employed by 
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tlie Grorkhas to work their numerous mills 
foi’ grinding corn. 

My attainments as a Zoologist and Bo- 
tanist do not, 1 regret to confess, admit of 
my preparing a scientific report, and I must 
be therefore satisfied with submitting a very 
concise account of the animal and vegetable 
productions of Nepal. The desci'iption of 
sheep most common is a small kind, called 
the Barwal, it affords when properly fed, very 
fair mutton. Oxen are not numerous, as 
milch cows alone can be prized for their use- 
ful qualities, Uttle trouble probably is taken 
in their breeding, the milk of the latter is 
however said to be extremely rich; buffaloes 
are generally brought up fi’om the plains. 
I was informed that horses are bred at Peu* 
tana, but only one specimen came under my 
observation, he was a sturdy cob about 
hands high. Ponies are numerous, but few 
are, I imagine, indigenous, being chiefly im- 
ported from Thibet. The dog, generally 
known as the Nepal dog, is also properly 
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speaking a native of Tliibct, it is a fierce 
siirly ci’eature, about the size of an English 
hull dog and covered with thick long hair ; 
there are several other classes of the canine 
species, hut it is out of iny power to de- 
scribe them, nor ax’e they hardly deserving 
of notice. Elephants, rhinoceroses, tigers, 
leopards, hears, hogs, jackals, foxes, ante- 
lopes, musk, hog, and spotted deer, and 
many individuals of the monkey race, are to 
he found in the thick jungle which skirts 
the hills to the south-west, and wild horses 
and sheep are occasionally seen on the 
range of mountains to the north. 

Of the feathered tribes the most remark- 
able are the falcon used by sportsmezi, the 
hill maina, and the monal and damphia, of 
the pheasant genus, the former being of the 
spotted and die latter of the golden speciqs, 
the chikor, florican, black and gi'ey partridge, 
woodcock, snipe, quail, teal and wild duck 
are also procurable, but many of them only 
appear as birds of passage, making Nepal 
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their resting place, in their migration from 
Hindustan to Thibet. 

Nepal would doubtless afford a fine field 
for the rcscai'ches of the botanist. The for- 
ests of the Terai contaui the sal, siso, semai, 
inhuosa, (from which catechu is extracted) 
ebony and other frees ; in the higher regions, 
oaks, chesnuts, hollies, yews, laurels and 
pines are abundant ; the principal fruit trees 
are the mulberry, raspberry, orange, apples, 
kaphul, (apDparcntly a sort of cherry,) and 
walnut, together with some kinds of plum, 
pears and peaches are also numerous, but the 
fruit seldom ripens. There are, I believe, 
many species of the rhododendron (gurus), 
orchideous plants of various descriptions 
seem to abound, and specimens of the Vic- 
toria Regia are also said to have been dis- 
covered in the woods. 

The only herbs of any pretensions, which 
I have heard mentioned, are the charita, 
which is extremely bitter and much used 
in India for febrile diseases, the zedo- 
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aiy (cul’Cluna zecloaria) a spicy plant some- 
what like ginger in its leaves, and of a 
sweet scent, the jatamasi (spikenard) and 
kliet hish, the root of which is said to be 
a violent poison. 

Lettuces, spinach, French beans, garlic, 
radishes and numerous other vcigetables are 
cultivated in the valley of Kathinandhoo. 
Potatoes do not flourish in Nepal Proper, 
but are brought in great quantities from the 
Juxta Himalayan tracts. 

Fish are found in abundance in the rivers 
of the Terai, niidlet and a species of carp 
being the most common. 
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Boundaries of Nepal — Rivers — Laltes — City of Kathmandhoo 
— Situation — Streets — Temples — Population — City of 
Patan — Newar remains — JBhatgaon—Kirtapur, ^c, 


The Kingdom of Nepal consists of a 
succession of mountain ranges and valleys 
situated between India and Thibet, and 
running for about 400 miles parallel to the 
north-east frontier of the Bi-itish territo- 
ries ; it formerly extended in a westerly di- 
rection almost to Cashmere, but is now 
circumscribed within the left bank of the 
Kalee Nuddee, the whole of their possess- 
ions beyond that stream having been 
Avrested from the Grorkhas in the war of 
1815. To the eastward, the State of Sikhim 

3 K 
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(■where we have a Military post,) forms the 
houndary, thus, on tliree sides it is in imme- 
diate contact with our power and acccssi- 
hle to our arms. The north-eastern fron- 
tier of the dominions of the sovereigns of 
Nepal, does not appear to he very clearly 
defined, hut although it is prohahle that 
the Eajah exercises little power over 
some of the tribes dwelling heyond the 
Alpine region of the Himalayas, on the 
hanks of the Brahmaputra, yet, as I have 
before mentioned, they acknowledge them- 
selves as tributaries, and consequently that 
river may he deemed the boundary. 

The mountain ridges of Nepal are every- 
where intersected by streams of various sizes, 
all of which, after winding through the fertile 
plains of India, eventually disembogue their 
waters into the bed of the Ganges. The 
principal of these are the Gogra, Gunduk, 
Raptee andKousie, which chiefly serve to 
float do-wn to Calcutta, the valuable timber 
abounding in the forests by which the lower 
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ranges of hills are skirted. Four lakes 
of considerable magnitude are said to exist 
in the direction of Gorkha, one of which 
is called the Burwal and anotlier the 
Gnrliwal Tal, but the accounts which I have 
heard regarding them, vary to so gi’eat an 
extent, as to preclude my entering into any 
description either as to their size or locality. 

As, in treating of the country of Nepal, 
it may not be amiss to describe its capital. 
I shall now offer a few remarks with re- 
spect to Kathmandhoo. 

The city of Kathmandhoo is situated 
within a valley, running from north to 
south about 16, and from east to west 
12 miles, its form is oval, and circuit 
between 40 and 60 miles, its altitude is 
estimated at 4,700 feet; it is watered by 
the Bag Mati and Bish Mati rivers, and 
on all sides bounded by ranges of moun- 
tains; sinking towards the westward, but 
in other places rising to a great height, 
beyond which, however, on a clear day, the 
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lofty peaks of the Dewal Greree, Jibjib- 
beah, Grosain Than, and other points in the 
snowy range are plainly discernible. 

The most remarkable mountains in tluj 
lower range are Sewaporoc to the north, 
.Dcbee Kot on the east, and Cliundra Ge- 
ree on tlio south-west, S)iow froq uently lies 
for days on the summits of these lieights, 
and the slope on the north side of the first- 
mentioned was thickly covered in the be- 
ginning of February 1861, Although the 
area of the valley is considerable, in no part 
is a plain of any extent to be found, as, from 
the ranges of hills by which it is surround- 
ed, spurs project in every direction, many 
of which are gradually prolonged to a great 
distance, breaking up the face of tlie country 
into a series of undulations, evei’ywhere 
intersected by hill streams, of which the 
most important arc the two mentioned in 
the preceding paragraph. On the east bank 
of one of which, the Bish Mati, the City 
of Kathmandhoo is situated, follovring its 
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course for about a mile imtil its junction 
with tbe Bag Mati; tbis latter is crossed 
by two bridges of masonry, one leading 
from the Timdee Khel parade ground 
towards Lalita Patan, and the ether from 
the Palace to the principal Magazine. Both 
these rivers are broad shallow streams, and 
in the cold season at all points passable by 
foot passengers, for whose accommodation, 
however, temporary bridges, composed of a 
succession of single planks resting on up- 
right beams as supports, are in many places 
established, 

The town is little superior to the gene- 
rality of Native Cities, the streets are nar- 
row, rudely paved, and for the most part 
extremely dirty, the houses in general of 
brick, two and three stories in height, with 
curiously carved wooden balconies and lat- 
tices ; the Palace is a straggling building of 
no pretensions, near it, forming a sort of 
sq^uare, are several- temples, differing how- 
ever from those in India, and far more re- 
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sembling Cliinese pagodas; they are orna- 
mented on tlie outside by wooden iignres 
most grotesquely carved and painted, oim 
of them is entirely constructed of wood 
(Kath), hence, I was infonned, the origin 
of the name given to the City ; in the neigh- 
bourhood of this open apace are the two 
principal Coiu’ts, the Eta Chaplec and tlio 
Kothee Ling. I also observed a temple 
dedicated to Bheem Sen, the son of Pandu, 
a favorite deity of the Gorlchas. In front 
of this building is a column surmounted by 
a brazen winged-lion, having near it a pe- 
destal, on which a statue, representing a 
kneeling celestial-figure, (Gurur) is placed. 

There are one or two market places, which 
appeared crowded with men of all castes and 
tribes, from the natives of tlie burning plains 
of India to the micivilized Bliootias from the 
snow-capped hills of Thibet. The buildings 
in the vicinity of the city most deserving of 
attention are the temples of Pasupati Nath, 
Sambhii Nath, Balajee and Budh. 
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Tlie slu'ine of Pasupati Nath, dedicated 
to Siva, is built vipon the edge of the Bag 
Mali, ■which is there considered a holy 
stream, and consequently every true Hindu 
is desirous of yielding up his last breath 
on its sacred lianks : the spot assigned for 
the cremation of members of the Eoyal 
Family, is between two small bridges adjoin- 
ing the building. This temple is esteemed 
the holiest in Nepal, and is of such sanctity 
that pilgrims from India visit it, and consi- 
der the pilgrimage one of great devotion; 
it consists of several squares containing 
shrines consecrated at diffei-ent periods. 
The principal sanctuary is in the shape of a 
pagoda having a leaden roof, the ridges of 
which are covered with a substance re- 
sembling copper gilt; our Ciceroni informed 
ns that it was a tliin sheet of gold, hut I 
take the liberty of doubting his accuracy on 
this head ; the walls immediately under the 
eaves, were adorned with a very extraordi- 
nary description of ornameirt, viz., the 
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various offerings that Jiavo hceii ma(l(> to 
tho deity, and the arms, culinary utensils, 
&c. of persons dying (La Waris) without 
heirs, and, as may be imagiiu'd, a most 
strange assemblage of artielcis; swords, 
shields, pots, pans, looking-glasses, buffalo 
horns, knives, bracelets and sj)inning wheels, 
were to be seen suspended by hooks and 
nails, from every point. In the cemtre of 
the building, I observed two massive silvt'r 
doors, supported on either side by curiously 
carved wood work. Within the coiu’t-yard, 
where, by the bye, Europeans are not ad- 
mitted, is the hguro of Nanda, the sacred 
hull, also several repi’esentations of Hindu 
deities; tho outer gates are flanked by sculp- 
tured lions. Opposite to the tem])le is the 
sacred jungle, appropriated apparently to 
the sole use of the monkeys that infe.st it. 

The temple of Samblui Nath is a Budhist 
shrine in honor of Maha Dova, only resorted 
to by the Bhootias and Bhamas (a tribe of 
Newars,) and considered the most ancient 



STATE OF NETAL. 


115 


odiflee in JTepal. Hamilton supposes that 
its erection may have taken place about 
the heginning of the 8th centmy; it is situ- 
ated on a well-wooded eminence to the 
west of tlie Bish Mati, and is the most 
eonspicnons l)uilding throughout the valley; 
the patli by which it is approached, ascondhig 
to the siimniit of the hill by a flight of about 
200 steep stone steps. The centre edifice is 
(quadrangular, surmounted by a dome and 
high s])irc, covered with plates of copper 
gilt,; on the four .sides, are recesses protected 
by iron lattice work, three of these niches 
being occupied by large brazen images, and 
the fourth, fronting the entrance to the 
couit, by two similar figures on a smaller 
scale. There are other buildings aroimd it, 
hut they hai’dly need description ; from one 
point near the temple there is a lovely 
view of the city and valley. 

The temple of Balajee is about two 
miles from Kathmandlioo, in a north-east- 
erly direction. It is only remarkable for its 
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tanks, in one of which, is a representation, 
in stone, of Siva resting on a bed of snakes, 
another is filled with tame fish, which, in 
the hope of being fed, approach the by- 
stander without fear. 

The temple of Budh is a strange earthen 
cupola surmounted by a spire, upon which, 
in the brightest of colors, is delineated a 
face with staring eyes ; it is placed within 
a court-yard surrounded by buildings inha- 
bited by Bhootias during their periodical 
visits to Nepal. 

In addition to these buildings there is 
near the Tundee Khel Parade gi’ound, a 
fine column, nearly 200 feet in height, 
built, I understand, by Bheem Sing, when 
Minister. 

The population of Kathmandlioo may 
be rated at 40,000, but within the limits of 
the valley there must be about 400,000 per- 
sons, as it contains several large toAvns and 
villages, amongst them Patan, Bhatgaoii, 
Pheer Phing, Kirtapur and Than Kot. 
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Tile City next in importance to Katli- 
inantlhoo is the ancient capital, Patan, si- 
tuated on a rising ground to the south-east 
and about two miles distant. During the 
No war dynasty it was the residence of Eoy- 
alty, hut when the tide of invasion setting in 
I'roin Gorkha, swept away no less than 24 
independent principalities, it became involv- 
ed in the gonei’al ruin, and the seat of Go- 
vernment was transferred by the conquerors 
to its present locality. From that date the 
decay of Patan commenced. It is stiU, how- 
ever, a considerable town, abounds in fine 
buildings, and is consequently well worthy a 
visit j at one extremity, opjiosite the ruins of 
the Palace of the former Kings, are several 
temples, near which, on two carved m onoliths, 
are brazen statues, the one, a Monarch, in a 
sitting posture, with a cobra, on which a bird 
is perched, rearing its head behind hiin,^ the 
other similar to that, already described, near 

♦ An incident similar to that apparently roprosonted by the 
above group, occurred in the life of Rajah Sanga, of Cheetore, 
who, when in exile, was, owing to thh .1 

by a goatherd. The bird of omen is i. .■ 
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Bhcem Sen’s temple at Katlnnaudlioo. T 
noticed liere sevei’al scnlptured ligurcs of 
maned Hons, much reseml)ling those disco- 
vered at Kinevcli, two on each side oi‘ the 
flight of steps leading to every hmiple, the 
two hinder ones heing invni'inhly represent- 
ed with beaks like birds. Some of the tem- 
ples were of the pagoda style of architec- 
ture, but most of them consisted of conically 
shaped domes rising out of clusters of small 
§hrines, the latter being generally erected on 
a rectangular base about 12 fectiu height. 

Bhatgaon is about eight miles from Kath- 
maudhoo, it is said to boast of some tine 
buildings. 

Kirtapur is situated on a rising ground 
about 3 miles west from Batan. Hero a 
most desperate defence was made, by the 
Newars, audit was consecjuontly almost the 
last place subdued by the Gorkhas, who, in 
revenge for the loss tliey experienced be- 
fore it, upon its being taken, barbarously 
mutilated all the male inhabitants, cuttinff 
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off tlieir lips and noses, and changed the 
name of the town to Naskatapur, which 
signifies the city of cut noses. It contains 
a large temple, adorned in a similar manner 
to tlie shrine at Pasupati Nath. Sculptured 
lions arc also seen mixed with figures of 
elephants on the steps leading to some of 
the sacred hnildmgs. Pheer Piling I have 
alluded to in a previous Cliapter. Than 
Kot is a thriving hamlet near the foot of 
the Chundra Geree pass, and about seven 
miles from Kathmandhoo. 

hly limited sojoimi in Nepal precluded my 
gaining information on many points wliicli 
niiglit have proved interesting either to the 
politician, antiquarian, or scientific reader, 
I must therefore fain he content, with 
having made even this slight addition to 
our stock of knowledge regarding this re- 
mote country, and shall now proceed to 
narrate some of the events most worthy of 
note that have occmTcd ivithin the kingdom 
during the last few years. 

* 3 L 



CIIAPTEll V. 


Jlklorij of Nopal — Ednhli.thminit of thn ('forhhn" Ruk— 
Conq Hosts of Poitlii Niirain — lloif'iis ofSinf'ha 1‘rutup and 
Ham Bahulur Sah — Nopaloso wrursioii into Thihot — liv- 
puho III/ Tartar 7'roops and suhsci/Hont inoasionof Nopal — 
British Jimbassy — Oiilra/fooiis oondurl of liana Bahadur — 
Ilis ahdicuiinii and return to pou<or~h!ofond British A/ission 
— Assassination of Rana Bahadur — Accession to the throne 
of Rajah Girivan Juddhu Biohram Sah — Jincrauchmonts 
of the Oorkhas on the British Territories — Noj^othdions — 
Murder of the Thannadar of Chilwah — Nopal H'a/'— 
Bestruotion of the British Detachments at Pursa and Sum- 
mundpore — Reoidse of General Woods Diinsion — Failure 
of the attach on Kalun/ra — Investment of Jyetvh — Opera- 
tions under General Ochtcrhmy — 'Terms of capitidulion 
granted to Ummur Sing — Oceiiputimi of the. Province of 
Kemaon— Negotiations renewed— Adinaice of the. force 
under General Ochterlony—Treaty of peace ratified by 
the Durbar. 

Although this luiiTative was ongiually 
intended to l)o contined merely to events 
wliicli have talceu place within the last ten 
years, I have deemed it necessary, as a pre- 
liminary to the recital of the scenes of 
intrigue and bloodshed which must he 
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tlierein depicted, to offer a few observations 
relative to the previous history of the Eoyal 
Family and the administration of Govern- 
ment under their rule, together with a short 
account of the circvnnstances which led to 
the rupture with the British in 1814, and 
the subsequent Military operations. 

The Eajah of Nepal assumes descent from 
the Rajput Princes of Oudeepore,* and I have 
been assured that papers are still in the 
possession of the Durbar which would fully 
substantiate this pretension, yet the point 
has certainly never been proved, and I ques- 
tion whether his claim to be styled a mem- 
ber of that, family would be acknowledged 
by the present Rana. It is asserted, that on 
leaving the plains of India, the Rajah’s 
ancestry settled in the vicinity of Palpa, 
but gradually made encroachments on the 
neighbouring territories until they obtained 


* It is stated by Col. Tod that the Gorkha Dynasty was 
founded, towards the end of the 12th century, by the third 
.son of Rajah Samarsi, ruler of Cheetore. 



122 


ROUGH NOTES ON THE 


(lominioH over the city and province of 
Gorldia, from wliicJitlLeir name was derived. 
H ere they estahlished their nile, and remain- 
ed for several generations without display- 
ing any wish to extend their power. About 
the middle of the last century, howevitr, 
Prithi Naraiu succeeded his father, Nor 
Bhopefr Sah, and being a man of great 
ambition, with little scruple as to the 
eq^uity of the measures he might take in 
order to indulge his desires, seized the 
oppoitunity of an application for succour 
from the Ruler of Bhatgaon, then waging 
war with the other Icings of Nepal, to take 
advantage of their dissensions, and com- 
menced a scries of aggressive movements 
towards the eastward, which, after a pro- 
tracted waifrii’c, finally terminated in the 
conquest of the valley of Nepal, and the 
entire overthrow of the different petty 
states in that quarter. To the British Jiis- 
torian, these operations offer some little 
interest, owing to the discomfitiu'e of the de- 
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taclimeiit under Captain Ivinlocli in 1765, 
dispatched, it is said, hy the Indian Grovern- 
nieiit, to the aid of the last of the Sunij Bansi 
Dynasty who reigned over Kathinandlioo, 
when attacked hy his trcaclierous ally, or 
rather feudatory; this force penetrated as 
far as Hiu’eehurpur, hut was not strong 
enough to maintain its communications with 
tlie plains, and, having advanced into the 
hills at least a month too soon (Octoher), 
its progress was aiTested hy an xiufordahle 
nullah, acro.ss which a bridge was construct- 
ed hut speedily carried away hy the force 
of the torrent. The delay thus experienced 
exhausted the supplies, disease became 
prevalent, and it was obliged to effect a 
retreat caidy hi December. 

A graphic account of the campaign in 
1768, when Prithi Narain made himself 
master of Kathinandlioo, is given by father 
Guiseppe, a member of the Catholic Mission 
which had been long established in Nepal, 
where they had secimed many converts and 
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received grants of land from tlio Newar 
monarclis, the title deeds of which, inscrib- 
ed on copper, are still in the possession of 
the Bishop of Patna. Pcrridssion was grant- 
ed to the Christians to retire into the British 
territories, of which most of the |)rosolytes 
availed themselves and settled at Bettiah, 
some emigrated to Lassa and Diggurcha, 
where their descendants still reside, and a 
few apparently remained in Nepal, as the 
church was in existence in 1802 , on the 
arrival of Captain Knox’s mission. The 
Reverend father describes the cnielties in- 
flicted on the inhabitants of the captured 
towns as being almost beyond imagination ; 
at one time, fearing to succeed in reducing 
the inhabitants of the valley to subjection, 
by the swoi*d ; the G-orkha King determined 
to effect his purpose by famine, and with 
this design, stationed troops at all the passes 
of the mountains to prevent any intercourse 
with Nepal. His orders were most rigorously 
obeyed, for every person who was found on 
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the road, with merely a little salt or cotton 
about him, ,was hung upon a tree, and he 
caused all the Inhabitants of one village to 
be put to death in the most cmel manner, 
neither men, women, nor children, being al- 
lowed to escape, for having supplied a small 
quantity of the latter article to the Nepalese. 

The demise of Prithi Narain occurred, 
according to Kirlcpatriclc, in 1771, and his 
successor Singha Pratap, who reigned only 
3 years, seems to have fully adopted his 
father’s course of policy, and annexed to 
his dominions several districts to the south- 
west. At his death the sovereignty descend- 
ed upon his infant son, Rana Bahadur Sah, 
who was on the throne in 1793, when the 
first British mission entered Nepal. He 
appears, even when of an age to have taken 
a part in the conduct of affairs, to have been 
for some time completely guided by the 
Regents, in the first instance, the Ranee 
Rajundra Luchmi, and subsequently his 
uncle Bahadur Sah, both of whom were 
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actuated by a love of coiuiucat, and added 
immei'ous provinces to tlie territories of tlie. 
house of Oorlcha, which were now advanc- 
ed l)eyoiid Keinaon. In 1792, tlie inisun- 
derstaudiiijo; took place between tlie Diivljar 
and the Imperial Court, and the advanct' 
of the victorious Tartar army d(!prived 
tlie former of all hope of hiture concjuest; 
they were even so far terrified as to seek the 
aid of the British. The Governor General, 
Lord Cornwallis, whilst ho distinctly refus- 
ed compliance with their application for a 
Military force, agreed to mediate between 
the contending powers, and his offer having 
been accepted by the Dinhar, in h\‘))ruary 
1793, Col. Kirkpatrick was deputed on a 
Mission to Kathinaiidhoo. Ei’c however ho 
reached tlie Frontier, peace had been re-es- 
tablished, and consecpiently, all occasion for 
the good offices of the British having ceased, 
although every courtesy was shown to tbe 
party ; little cordiality was evinced in their 
reception, and a commercial treaty having 



STATE OF NEPAL. 


127 


been previously concluded by a Native 
agent, no object existed for prolonging tbeir 
stay, and they soon retraced their steps. 
The origin of hostilities with the Emperor 
appears to have been as follows About 
1780, Samhur Lama having fled from. 
Lassa to Nepal, taking with him a consi- 
derable quantity of treasure, the Eajah 
received him under his protection and be- 
stowed upon him a jagir. Subsequently, 
the Lama, by accounts of the Chinese 
Empfre, and of the gold, silver and other 
mines in the neighbourhood of Lassa, excited 
the avarice and cupidity of the Government, 
and an expedition was formed which cross- 
ing the frontier entered Bhoat (Thibet) and 
was victorious in several engagements with 
the Bhootia troops. The Officer command- 
ing the latter, finding himself unable to 
resist the invaders, was forced to suc- 
cumb, and a treaty was concluded, under 
the provisions of which, not only was a 
tribute of three lacs of rupees settled on 
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the Kajali of Nepal; but it was detei'mined 
that all corn at the Lassa Mint should be 
stamped in his name. In conscqtieucc of 
the superiority whicjli. had prevailed in 
favor of the Nopal troops over those of 
Lassa throughout this campaign, in 1785, 
during the administoition, as (lovernor Go' 
neral, of Sir John Mac 2 )]i.erHon, tlie rulers 
of the latter State sent a dcputatioii t(» 
Calcutta demanding ‘assistance, which, how- 
ever, was not accorded. 

In 1789-90, Samhur Lama having again 
worked upon the avaricious disposition oi' 
the Durbar, induced tliem to dispatch a 
force of 18,000 men to Diggurcha (Tees- 
hoo Lumboo), where they plundered the 
treasury, and seized a Vazir of Lassa, 
deputed to enter into a negotiation for 
peace. On their return, encumbered with 
the spoils of the city, although the winter 
was considerably advanced, they were in- 
duced to take the Khartah and Hutterah 
route instead of the ordinary one by Koot, 
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and were consequently exposed to great 
perils in crossing tlie ridge of mountains, 
which stretches in a north-east direction 
Ifom the vicinity of Koot, to the coxintry 
of tlie Limbus and of the Deva Durma ; 
it was with the utmost difficxxlty and danger 
that they penetrated through the snow with 
which their tract was covered, to a depth 
that proved fatal, in several instances, on the 
slightest false step. They were in this 
dreadful situation for five or six days, dtuing 
which, they wore obliged to pass the night 
on the pure snow, which they hardened to 
the best of their power, though their labor 
was sometimes scarcely completed, ere a 
fresh fall woxild almost bury them. The loss 
of the army in this retreat, which was con- 
ducted by Damodar Pandee and Bum Sail, is 
said to have amounted to upwards of 2,000 
men, the greater number of whom appear 
to have been frozen to death j many deemed 
themselves happy in escaping, with the loss 
of their fingers and toes. 
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The Emperor of China, hearing of tliis 
proceeding, sent a waldl to Kathmandhoo, to 
protest against the imjustihahle aggression 
and demand redress; he was, however, re- 
ceived most cavalierly, and returned without 
succeeding in the object of his Mission, On 
his arrivmg in China, and stating tJio result 
of his embassy, the Emperor’s indignation 
was aroused at the insolence of the Durbar, 
and a force consisting of 70,000 men was 
directed to march on Nepal, under the or- 
ders of an Imperial Officer styled Sund 
Po. The Rajah was called upon to sur- 
render Samhur Lama, the instigator of the 
disputes, and also the Vazir who had been 
taken prisoner; but he refused to give up 
the former. Sund Po accordingly formed 
his army into two divisions, one of 30,000 
and the other of 40,000 men, and passing 
to the eastward under the hills to Trisul 
Giuiga, penetrated beyond Khan Rowan. 
Ilere he intercepted a large body of Gor- 
khas returning from the army, which, under 
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Damodar Pandee, had attacked and taken 
Chnnga, — a desperate battle ensued; but 
the Nepalese troops having been hemmed in 
between the two divisions, were completely 
defeated, and their leader Perpiera Thakur 
wounded. The Tartar anny continued its 
march, and after successively repulsing the 
different Gorkha detachments which oppos* 
ed its progress, reached Nyakot early in 
September 1792, when the Durbar, as 
already stated, were forced to sue for peace, 
wliich was granted, although on humiliating 
terms. The Lama had previously, to pre- 
vent being delivered into the hands of the 
Chinese General, poisoned himself. 

For sometime the Gorkhas were fully 
employed in consolidating their power within 
the limits of their recently-acquired posses- 
sions ; the Court also became the scene of in- 
trigue, and in 1795, the Eegent having been 
removed from office, died in confinement. 

On assuming the reins of Government, 
Rana Bahadur gave full vent to his ungo- 

3 M 
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vernable passions, and neglecting liis Avife, 
the danghter of the Guhni Rajah, he openly 
cohabited with other women. First, he 
had a son by a common slave, and after- 
wards another, by the danghter of a Brah- 
man. This gave great offence to the Priests, 
who, as a means of disturbing him, publish- 
ed a prophecy, foretelling that the Rajah 
would not long survive his beautiful fiivo- 
rite of the sacred order, she was soon after 
attacked with smallpox, and having suffered 
much from the ravages of the disease, on 
her recovery, out of grief at the loss of her 
beauty, poisoned herself; Rana Bahadur, 
having great faith in the science of a.strology, 
had been in the utmost consternation during 
her sickness, and, at the instigation of the 
astrologers, had advanced a largo sum for the 
performance of certain ceremonies before one 
of the gods. He now wreaked his vengeance 
upon the Brahmans, whom he scourged, 
in order to make them disgorge the money; 
and destroying the image, ground it to 
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pieces, causing the fragments to be thrown 
into the river. Many of the other deities 
shared the same fate ; guns being even opened 
upon them, to complete the work of destruc- 
tion ; the people, terrified at his violence, and 
horror-struck at his impiety, became ripe 
for a change, and, at last, in 1800, to prevent 
the necessity of his bemg deposed, or put to 
death, it was suggested, that he should re- 
sign hi favor of his son and retire to Bena- 
res. Although with reluctance, he followed 
the advi ce thus tendered, and, for some time, 
under the plea of insanity, resided at the 
holy city ; whilst there, he incurred a consi- 
derable debt to the British Government, in 
consequence of which, a treaty was entered 
into, providing for the residence of a British 
officer at Kathmandhoo. The Mission enter- 
ed the Gorkha territories in February 1802, 
and not meeting with a very favorable 
reception, left Nepal, on its return to India, 
in March 1803. Soon after, Eana Bahadur 
(juitted Benares and proceeded to Kathman- 
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massaei-e of every Chief, whose influence 
he dreaded; under the plea of his having 
been concerned in the conspiracy, wliic.h, 
certainly, in most cases, is supposed not to 
have been quite devoid of foundation, al- 
though their guilt may not have been fully 
established. It is stated that about three 
hundred persons perished on this occa- 
sion. 

In consequence of the want of cordiality 
evinced by the Diubar, the treaty of amity 
concluded by Captain. Knox was declar- 
ed dissolved by the Grovernor Groneral in 
Council, in 1804, and a letter, stating the 
grounds on which the resolution was found- 
ed, transmitted to the Eajah on the 24th 
January of that year; a semblance of 
friendship was, however, still maintained 
between the two States. 

Encroachments on the part of the Ne- 
palese took place in the district of Tirhoot 
as far back as 1787, and were stigmatized by 
the Marquis of Hastings, as having been 
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marked by features of violence in their 
origin, and of evasion and duplicity vi^hen 
they J:)ecanie a subject of investigation. 
These aggressions were brought to the 
notice of Government in 1798; but, owing, 
most probably, to the necessity for employ- 
ing all. our resources towards the overthrow 
of the French power in the Deccan, and the 
prosecution of the campaign against Tippoo 
Sultan; whilst, at the same time, it was 
requisite to hold a force in readiness on the 
North. West frontier to resist the threatened 
invasion of Zaman Shah; no decisive steps 
were taken for the expulsion of the intruders, 
although in the first instance a representa- 
tion was addressed to the Eajah. Subse- 
quently, in 1804, instructions were issued 
to the Magistrate to institute enqiiiries on 
the subject; but, notwithstanding the utter 
defeat of the Mahratta confederacy, by 
which, towards the close of 1805, the Bri- 
tish troops were left at full liberty to turn 
the whole weight of their arms against the 
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Gorkhas ; no ftirther notice seems to have 
been taken of their unjustifiable conduct. 

This moderation on the part of the |ndian 
Government, as, has been always the case 
in our intercourse with Native States, was 
doubtless attributed to our Weakness, and a 
disinclination to an encounter with the 
hardy mountaineers, who prided themselves 
upon their superiority over the enervated 
inhabitants of the plains, and were, more- 
over, naturally a good deal -inflated with the 
almost unvaried success which they had 
experienced in their operations to the west- 
ward. Thus emboldened, the encroach- 
ments of the Gorkhas became more fre- 
quent ; I’estitution was occasionally demand- 
ed, and investigations were ordered, but the 
Nepalese Officers employed upon them, in- 
variably avoided bringing their proceed- 
ings to a close, and even, by menaces, com- 
pelled the native officials in the British ser- 
vice to retire from the disputed territories, 
which they continued to occupy. 
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Affairs upon the frontier remained in 
this unsatisfactory state until 1812, up to 
which period, it was calculated that nearly 
two hundred villages had been usurped by 
the Nepalese. 

In May 1813, Uinmur Sing Thapa., the 
Gorkha Commander beyond the Jumna, 
who had previously, in December 1809, 
been apprised by General Ochterlony, that 
although, as long as the operations of his 
troops were confined to the hilly coimtry, 
no interference would be offered by the Bri- 
tish, he must distinctly understand, that he 
would not be permitted to violate the terri- 
tories in the plains, chiefly belonging to 
the Seikh States under our protection, ad- 
vanced claims to four villages at the foot 
of the hills, on the groundless pretext of 
their forming a part of the district of Ba- 
towlee, of which the rest was situated with- 
in the mountains, and had fallen under the 
dominion of the Durbar. These villages were 
invested and seized by the Gorkha troops. 
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Tlie General immediately remonstrated 
against the measm*e, and declared, that unless 
they at once evacuated the lands, the Go- 
vernment would resort to arms to compel 
them. This threat proved effectual, and the 
Gorldias reluctantly abandoned the villages, 
to which they had not the shadow of a right. 

I have already alluded to the evasion.s 
practised by the Nepalese officers, to pre- 
vent the acknowledgment of the just rights 
of the British, whenever investigations were 
held relative to the unwarrantable aggres- 
sions of the Gorkhas. For several years, a 
correspondence had been carried on respect- 
ing the claim of the former to the districts 
of Bootwal (with the exception of the 
town) and Sheoraj ; although the right of the 
British to both was incontestable, the Bur- 
bar were informed, that, on the condition of 
the immediate rehnq[uishment of the first 
named, the second would be forthwith trans- 
ferred to them. To this equitable and liberal 
proposition no reply was vouchsafed. In 
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1809, a letter was addressed to the Rajah, 
calling on him to withdraw his troops from 
the disputed territory; his answer was vague 
and unsatisfactory, a desire was, however, 
expressed, that the matter might he adjust- 
ed by a commission composed of officers 
appointed by botli Governments. Soon after 
further encroachments were made,* and in 
an affray which took place with the tenants 
of the Rajah of Bettiah, perfectly unprovok- 
ed on their part, a Nepalese Siibah Lachmi 
Ger and several others, on both sides, were 
slain. 

''dt was now signified to the Nepal 
wakil that the Government was deter- 
mined, if necessary, to resist the recent 
usurpations by force, but would, neverthe- 
less, being anxious that the question should 
be decided amicably, acceptthe Rajah’s offer. 

* It is stated as an instance of the insolence of the 
Gorkhas that a Fakir appeared at the burial place of some 
Mahomedan Saints, within the limits of the Honourable 
Company’s territory, with a grant from the Eajah of Nepal 
of the offerings made at the shrines. 

2n 
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Colonel Bradshaw was accordingly apiioint- 
ed Commissioner on the part of the British, 
and proceeded to Gorulchpore and al'ter- 
wards to Bootwul, where he was nud l)y tlie 
ISTcpalese officers and commenced to carry 
out tlie orders with which he had heen rnr- 
nished. 

The validity of the claims of the British, 
were fully established, yet their justice 
would not he admitted by the Nepalese 
CommissiQjiers, who proposed a compromise ; 
the Governor General, Lord Minto, how- 
ever, deeming the proof that had been ad- 
duced, irrefragable, refused to relinc|uish, 
any part of the territoiual possessions of 
the Honourable Company. Tlie Marquis 
of Hastings now assumed the reins of Go- 
vernment, and finding that the Nepalese 
still endeavoured to evade recognizing the 
just rights of the British, detennined to as- 
sert those rights by force, and Colonel 
Bradshaw was accordingly instructed to 
demand, either from the Durbar, or Commis- 
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sioiiers, a formal renimciation of tlieir pre- 
tensions to certain villages at Nunnore and 
of the surrender of the lands on the Sarmi 
frontier still in their possession, at the same 
time, he was directed to intimate explicitly, 
hut in a temperate manner, that, unless this 
demand should be complied with, the neces- 
sary ineasiu’es would be adopted for en- 
forcing the claim. 

On the receipt of these instructions, the 
Colonel addressed a note to the Nepalese 
Commissioners, proposing a meeting for the 
purpose of discussing the former proceed- 
ings ; in reply,, they declmed holding any fur- 
ther communication with him, and directed 
him to quit the frontier, soon after they re- 
turned to Nepal. Stm anxious, if possible, to 
avoid hostihties, SEtbrd Hastings despatched 
a letter to the Eajah, deprecating the course 
taken by the Commissioners, and beggmg 
that he would no longer delay acceding to 
our equitable demand. The answer, received 
on the 4th May 1814, was a direct refusal 

3 N 
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to resign the lauds, which were consequent- 
ly resumed, the Nepalese troops retiring as 
ours advanced; police thannas were esta- 
blislied, and to prevent exposure to the 
malaria generated in the Terai during the 
rainy season, the Military Force was with- 
drawn, upon which, on the 29th May, the 
Gorkhas again entered the disputed terri- 
tories and attacked three of the thamias, 
killmg or womrding most of the l^olice 
Officers and murdering in cold blood the 
thannadar of Chilwah, whom they seized 
and tied to a tree, when he was deliberately 
shot with arrows, as an example to deter 
others from taking service with the British. 

This atrocious and unjustifiable act put 
an end to all further discussion, and could 
only be construed mto an open declaration 
of war. In order, however, that every avenue 
to a friendly negotiation might not be finally 
closed, an opportunity was taken, by the 
receipt of a letter from the Rajah, to afford 
him a chance of retracing his steps and 
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averting the consequences of the impru- 
dence and violence of his Councils. A com- 
munication, dated 14tli June, was therefore 
addressed to His Highness, pointing out to 
him the moderation and forheai’ance which 
liad invai'iahly characterized the proceedings 
of the British Grovernment, and the prevari- 
cation and deceit practised by his own, 
urging him to exonerate the Durbar from 
the disgrace of having been accessary to 
the cowardly murder*, which had consum- 
mated the attack upoir the thannas, hy the 
public and exemplary punishment of the 
officers concerned in the disgraceful trans- 
action, and, moreover, warrrhig him, that if 
resolved upon war, he must be prepared 
to stake the existence of his kingdom on the 
result. Nothing was gained by this corres- 
pondence. After considerable delay, on the 
12th August, an evasive and insolent missive 
was received in reply. 

It was now mcumbent on the Governor 
General to make all due preparations for 
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the vigorous prosecution of tlie war in 
wliicli WG were about to be engaged, and, 
fortunately, tlie nobleman at tbe bead of 
affiiirs was fully equal to tbe task wbicb 
bad thus devolved upon him. 

It must bo remembered, that, at that time, 
the relative position of tlie two powers, was 
vastly different to what it is at present, 
Whilst we were neaily surrounded l)y 
states, if not of known hostility, at all events, 
of doubtful friendship, and ready to take 
advantage of any disaster which might 
happen to our arms; and our tenitories, 
stretched for hundreds of miles almost from 
tho Brahmaputra to the Sutlcdge, exposed 
to the inroads of the Gorkba troops occu- 
pying the lower range of the Himmalayas ; 
not avulnerable point was apparent through- 
out tlieii’ frontier, and wo were perfectly 
ignorant of the enemy wo were about to 
oppose, their natural and artificial moans of 
defence, the Military features of the country, 
and its political condition and relations. 
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Valuable information as respects tbe topo- 
graphy of Nepal, was, liowever, solicited 
and obtained from Dr. Hamilton, who had 
accompanied the Mission in 1803, and other 
officials who luid been employed in the dis- 
tricts bordering the Tcrai. 

Dour divisions, as follows, were organized 
for the invasion of Nepal. The first under 
the command of General Marley, was direct- 
ed to assemble on the Sarun frontier, witli a 
view to its moving direct upon the capital 
by the valley of Mukwanpore, and to the 
operations of this division, which consisted 
of 7,989 men, with 26 guns, the Govern- 
ment confidently calculated upon maldng 
the most effectual impression upon the 
enemy. 

The second, of 4,698 men, with 12 guns, 
commanded by General Wood, concentrat- 
ed at Gorukhpore, and was intended to 
operate in the direction of Bootwul, and 
forcing the defile of Nyakot to advance on 
Tansein, the principal dep6t and Military 
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post of tlie Nepalese in Palpa, tlius in a 
great measure acting as a diversion to the 
main attack. 

The third composed of 10,422 men, with 
20 guns, led by General Gillespie, assembled 
at Saharunpore, for the puiposo of penetrat- 
ing the passes of the Dchrah Dhoou {ind 
occupying that valley and other j)ositions in 
Gurhwal, of seizing the passes of the Jumna 
and Gauges, so as to prevent the retreat of the 
enemy’s troops stationed to the westward, 
and of subsequently aiding operations pro- 
jected against Kemaon, or co-operating 
with the 4th division. 

The fourth, consisted of 7,112 men, with 
22 guns, its movements were guided by an 
officer qualified to meet any emergency, 
and of whom the Bengal Array may well 
be proud, General Ochterlony. As a diplo- 
matist, few men could equal him in un- 
ravelling the web of chicanery and decep- 
tion which always envelopes the foi’eign 
policy of an oriental court, and, although 
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mild and conciliatory in his manner, he 
■n^ould brookno evasion or prevarication when 
the interests of his country wore concerned, 
and was prompt to avenge the slightest 
insult to the British name. As a General, 
he deemed it a inei’it to effect more by his 
own skill as a strategist than by the gallantry 
of his troops, of which, however, he never 
failed to avail himself, to the utmost, when 
necesvsity demanded. His name is still spoken 
of Avith admiration and respect, both by the 
soldiers he led and the foes he conquered. 
The force under his guidance was formed of 
the corps quartered at Kurnaul and Loodi- 
anah, in order that it might be launched 
against the enemy’s western army, said to 
bo composed of the flower of their troops. 
The defence of the frontier to the east- 
ward of the Kousee river was entrusted to 
a small force of 2,723 men, under Captain 
Latter, the Commandant of the Kungpore 
battalion. General Marley was instructed 
to move with his Division on Hetoundah 
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via Biclieeah Klior and tlie Chiriya Gliati 
Pass, at the same time, detaching a force to 
his right to ol^tain possession of the fort of 
Hurreeiiiirpore. Tliis liaving been effected, 
to mass liis troops before the fortress of 
Mukwanpore, which it was absolutely ne- 
cessary should fall into our hands before 
pushing forward to the invasioir of the val- 
ley of Kathmandhoo ; Hetoundah, Mukwan- 
pore and Hurreehurpore were connected by 
roads easy of access, and would therefore 
have formed a sound basis for our line of 
operations, for, with these posts in our hands, 
little difficulty could have been experi- 
enced in acquiring information relative to 
the practicability of the different paths 
leading to the capital, and both men and 
supplies coffid be readily collected on what- 
ever point might be deemed the most ad- 
visable from which to commence the on- 
ward march, whilst in the event of a repulse, 
not only would the line of retreat remain 
undisturbed, but strong places of arms be 
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afforded to the troops, in which to await the 
arrival of re-inforccments from the j)lains. 
It was left optional with the British com- 
mander to select the route by which he 
might advance after the completion of the 
operations above detailed, and there can be 
no doubt that a road could have been dis- 
covered, presenting few natm-al obstacles, 
whicb, might not have been easily siumount- 
ed by British sldll and British coui’age. 
G-eueral Marley arrived on the frontier on 
the 11th December 1814, in the meantime, 
thci Tcrai had been cleared of the enemy, 
by detachments imder Colonel Bradshaw 
and Major Eoughsedge, the former attacked 
and caiTied the fort of Buhui’wa, command- 
ed by Pnrseram Thapa, who, with 4 other 
sirdars and 51 sepoys, was kilLed ; many were 
wounded and taken prisoners, and the fugi- 
tives driven across the Bag , Mati. The 
British lost 3 Iddled and 28 wounded, 
amongst the latter, Lieutenant Bodeau, who 
received a severe sabre cut in a personal con- 

0 
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test with the Suhah whom he slew; Chuiida 
Seekha Opadhia, the late waldl of the 
Eajah, who had taken up his quarters at 
Buhiuwa, surrendered, and the contents of 
the documents found in his possession, fully 
revealed the designs of tlie Durhar, and 
proved the insincerity of all their protesta- 
tions as respects their desire that an amicii- 
Ible adjustment should take place of the 
differences between the States. Had this last 
success been rapidly followed up, it is not 
improbable that the vaUey of Mukwanpore 
would have been occupied without opposi- 
tion, unfortunately, the G-encral was ill-qua- 
lified for the command of an army destined 
to act against an active and energetic foe, 
he delayed advancmg mitil joined by his 
battering train, the golden opportunity was 
lost, and the G-orkhas, recovering from the 
alarm caused by the rapidity of our previous 
movements, became encouraged to take the 
initiative, and to project enterprises against 
our outposts ; whilst eventually the success- 
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M result of tlieir attacks upon Pursa and 
Sunimundpore, wMcli were surjuised and 
almost utterly destroyed on tlie 1st of Ja- 
nuary, hy overwhelmingforces of the enemy,’’*' 
had so fatal an influence upon the mind of 
the General, as completely to paralyze tlie 
operations of the division under his orders, 
and occasion — the total failure of every 
object of its formation. 

On the receipt of the intelligence of the 
defeat of the detachments alluded to in the 
preceding paragi’aph. General Marley who 
was posted at Lowtan, a centrical pomt about 
twenty-five miles distant from the scenes of 
disaster, instead of endeavouring, by some 
bold and vigorous movement, to restore con- 
fidence to his own troops and check the 
arrogance of the enemy, proceeded towards 
Bettiah, where he effected his jxmetion with 
the battering train, and afterwards marched 
about in different directions, apparently, 
without any definite purpose. This seeming 

* Tho casualties numbered 381, incluclinf; 3 offioers. 
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pusillanimity on tlie part of the British 
emboldened the enemy; the whole of the 
Terai again fell into their hands and their 
incursions even extended into our terri- 
tories. General Marley, without waiting 
to he relieved, soon after, reliiujiuslK'.d his 
command, which devolved, in the first 
instance, upon Colonel I)ie,k, and subsci- 
quently upon Major General George Wood, 
but active operations were suspended and 
the regiments composing the Division 
cantoned in position along the line of 
frontier from the Gunduk to the Kousee, 
so as to protect the districts of Sarun and 
Tirhoot, and to present the means of spee- 
dily re-uniting at the return of the cold 
season, subsequent however, to the date, 
21st February, of General Wood’s assuming 
charge, a party of Gorklias were com])letely 
discomfited, with, the loss of their Chief mid 
a considerable number of men, by a small 
body of Irregular Cavalry, near Purseram ; 
several stockades were also destroyed. 
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The destruction of the detachment at 
Pursa is an instance of the folly of despising 
an enemy, however contemptible he may 
appear, a maxim that cannot he too strongly 
impressed upon the mind of every Military 
man. The post was situated within the bend 
of an unfordable nullah, encircling a small 
fort, and merely required to be isolated by 
a trench, having a pai’apet raised above the 
inner slope, to i-ender it almost impregnable 
to a foe unaided by skilful artillery. The offi- 
cer of Pioneers, who accompanied the party 
to point out the pofsition to be occupied, offer- 
ed to throw up the necessary works, but the 
offer was declined. The Grorkhas commenced 
their attack before day-break, by setting 
fire to a village at a short distance from the 
encampment, and which, I believe, contained 
commissariat supplies. Captain Sibley mov- 
ed forward with nearly Iris whole force, con- 
sisting of 310 infantry, 50 irregular cavahy 
and 2 guns, and perhaps anticipated, com- 
paratively speaking, an easy victory ; but 

S 0 
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liis troops, from the glare of the himiing 
hilts, were fully exposed to the fire of the 
enemy, who were themselves sheltered by 
the gloom beyond. Wliilst the British were 
fully engaged to the front, a body of 
Gorldias passing round their left fianlc took 
possession of their stronghold, the Gurhee ; 
thus completely suiTounded, their position 
became untenable, and altliough they dis- 
played the greatest gaUantry, they were 
soon overpowered, and obliged to eftect 
a retreat across the nullah, with the loss of 
their guns and three-fourths of their 
numbers. The defeat of the troops at 
Siimmundpore, which occurred on the same 
date, was effected almost under identical 
circumstances. During the campaign a simi- 
lar attack, but with a different result, was 
made on a detachment in the Morung ; the 
Officer in command, instead of advancing, 
took up a position in the rear, firing his 
tents as he retreated ; on the Gorkhas rush- 
ing forward into the camp, they suffered 
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from a destructive fire poiued in upon tlicin 
from almost invisible enemies, and ere they 
coidd make arrangements for renewing the 
assault, their casualties were so numerous 
that they were forced to seek safety in fliglit; 
on another occasion also the Nepalese were 
defeated with great loss in a night attack 
made upon a picket of 50 men, thrown out 
from a detachment atNatpur on tlie Kotisee, 
the Subaclar in command had received 
iuvStructions to retire on the main body 
(about 2 miles in his rear) in tbe event of 
an assault being made on his position, he 
accordingly retreated in admirable order, 
finding themselves foiled in their attempt 
to destroy his party, his opponents taunted 
him with cowai’dice, he replied that he 
merely obeyed orders, almost at that mo- 
ment the drum of the troops advancing 
to his suppoi’t was heard, he immediately 
halted and called out, My orders are now 
to fight, come on if ye dare, the G-orkhas 
not expecting this resistance were defeated 
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and fled, leaving the road strewn with their 
dead. 

The 2nd division assemhled at Gorukli- 
pore on the 15tli November 1814, but, in con- 
sequence of the difficulty and delay experi- 
enced ill procuring carriage and bearers, was 
unable to advance until a uuicli later period. 
Major General J. S. Wood, having occupi- 
ed the Terai and made suitable arrange- 
ments for its defence, proceeded to pene- 
trate the hills in the direction of Bootwul. 
During his marclx, however, he received in- 
formation, which induced him to change the 
point of attaclc, and to resolve on forcing 
a pass to the westward, which, he had rea- 
son to believe, would oflPer a favorable route 
into Palpa, and enable him to turn the 
forts by which the Bootwul pass was de- 
fended, On the 3rd Januaiy 1815, the 
main body of the force moved to the at- 
tack of the redoubt at Jeetgui'h; a detach- 
ment, under the command of Major Comyn, 
being directed to turn the left of the ene- 
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my’s position. Instead of debouching upon 
a plain in front of the work as the Major 
General had been led to expect, the troops 
found tliemselves exposed to a heavy lire 
from the stockade, before it was discovered ; 
although the utmost gallantry was display- 
ed, and the Gorkhas to the right of tlie 
redoubt driven back, with the loss of their 
Chief, by the grenadiers, headed by a com- 
pany of H. M.’s 17tb Regiment; perceiving 
that the work itself was commanded from a 
hill immediately in its rear, and therefore, 
if taken, must prove untenable, whilst the 
lire, in every direction, was extremely galling 
from parties concealed by the trees, the Ge- 
neral was of opinion, that no object would be 
gained by the further exposure of his men, 
and a considerable loss havhig been ahuady 
sustained, ordered a retreat, which appears 
to have been conducted with regularity; 
some ammunition was, however, lost, owing 
to the majority, of the bearers having 
thrown down their loads. The treacherous 
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guide, by wbom tlio Geiiei'al bad been mis- 
led, took advantage of tbe confusion to 
make bis escape tbrongb tbe jungle. After 
this unsuccessful enterprise, in wbicb oxir 
casualties were twenty-four killed and oim 
hundred and ton wounded. General Wood 
turned bis attention to a pass to tbe east- 
ward of Bootwul, wbicb be did not, how- 
ever, deem it advisable to attempt in tbe 
face of tbe considerable force with wbicb 
be conceived tbe enemy would oppose bim; 
he accordingly moved in a westwardly 
direction, with tbe expectation of being able 
to enter tbe bills at Toolseepore ; but bear- 
ing that tbe Goikbas, consequent on tbe ab- 
sence of his Division, had made inroads into 
tbe Company’s territories and were plun- 
dering tbe country, and even menacing 
Gorukbpore, he determined to retrace bis 
steps, and, relinquishing olfensive opei’ations, 
to limit bis views to tbe protection of our 
own frontier, and the destruction of the 
crops and villages in the Terai, so as to pre- 
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vent the enemy dei’iving any benefit from 
them during the ensuing campaign. Sick- 
ness shortly after broke out amongst bis 
troops, and on the 6tb of May, he was 
under the necessity of breaking up his 
force, which returned to cantonments. 

The conduct of Greneral Wood, in adopt- 
ing, after his first repulse, a system pimely 
defensive, does not appear to have met 
with the approbation of the Governor 
General, who was natiu'ally deeply disap- 
pointed at the complete frustration of the 
design, for the accomplishment of which, 
this division had been appointed. 

The campaign, on the part of the 3rd Di- 
vision, commenced by the seizure of the 
Tindey Pass, on the 20th October 1814, by 
Lieutenant Colonel Carpenter, who had been 
detached for that purpose by Major General 
Gillespie. On the 24th, the main body en- 
tered the Dhoon by the Keree Pass, and 
marched on Kalmiga, while detachments 
occupied the passes and ferries of the 
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Jumna, and on the same day the fort of Ka- 
lunga was closely reconnoitred hy Colonel 
Mawbey, commanding the advance. Find- 
ing it unassailable by the means at hi,s dis- 
posal, he relinquished the design of carrying 
it by a coup de, main^ and awaited tlie arrival 
of Head Quarters. On the 30th, under the 
immediate orders of General Gi]],e,spie, the 
force, formed in four columns, commanded 
respectively, by Lieutenant Colonel Carpen- 
ter, Major Shelly, and Captahis Fast and 
Campbell, with a reserve under Major 
Ludlaw, moved to the attack. The columns 
were directed to advance from different 
poults, the signal being a gun fired from 
the batteries, and repeated from the camp 
below; unfortunately, this signal was not 
heard either by Major Shelly or Captains 
Fast and Campbell, and the column luider 
Lieutenant Colonel Carpenter, with the re- 
serve, alone moved forward, and carried in 
a gallant manner the stockades thrown 
across the road leading to the fort, pusliing 
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on close to the walls ; here they were driven 
hack, and forced to take shelter in a village 
between the first stockade and the fortress, 
where they were re-enforced by three com- 
panies of H. M.’s 53rd Foot, and, led by the 
General in person, again advanced to the 
attack, but were again repulsed, after three 
successive assaults; in the last. General 
Gillespie, whilst most nobly cheering on his 
men, when within thirty yards of the gate, 
received a mortal wound, and fell, sincerely 
and deeply lamented by the whole army. Our 
casualties on this occasion were numerous, 
no less than 225, of whom 20 were officers. 

On the failure of this attack, in conse- 
quence of the thick jungle in the vicinity 
of Kalunga rendering it undesirable as a 
place of encampment. Colonel Mawbey, 
who succeeded to the command, fell back on 
Dehrah, about a mile and a half distant, 
and employed himself in endeavouring to 
cut off the enemy’s supplies of water and 
provisions, until re-enforced by a battering 
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train from Delhi, on the arrival of which, he 
resumed his old position, and invested tlu* 
foi't. On the 27th November, a practicable 
breach having been reported by the officers 
ill charge of the Engineer and Artillery 
depaiffinents, a column, consisting of thii 
Grenadiers of the whole force, with a Batta- 
lion Company of H. M.’s 53rd, covered by 
the Light Company of the same Eegiment, 
and supported by the troops in the trenches, 
advanced to the assault ; most injudiciously, 
the storming party were directed to proceed 
with unloaded muskets, and to trust entirely 
to the bayonet, and their defeat adds one 
more to the many instances, (in our own army, 
Whitelock’s capitulation at Buenos Ayres,) 
which have shown the folly of converting 
the fire arm into a mere lance, and depriv- 
ing the soldier, not only of its full use, but 
of the confidence, which the possession of a 
loaded musket must always inspu’e. When 
they reached the head of tire breach, they 
Ibmad their further progress barred by a 
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steep descent, further protected by pointed 
stalces planted along the bottom, whilst they 
were unable to reply to the showers of 
stones, spears, arrows and musketry-fire 
poured in upon them from every direction. 
With, regard to the conduct of a portion of 
the column, doubts have arisen, but it is 
certain, that it met with the most strenuous 
o])position on the part of tlie Gorkhas ; in 
fact, nothing could exceed the devotion and 
gallantry they dispilayed. Every effort made 
by the British proved of no avail, and after 
exposure for two hours to a most galling fire, 
they were obliged to retire, with the heavy 
loss of 483 men, including 11 oflficers, killed 
and wounded. 

On the morning of the 30th November, 
the remnant of tlie garrison, 70 men, eva- 
cuated the fort, and, with their able com- 
mander, Bulbuddhur Sing, succeeded in 
forming a junction with a re-enforcement of 
about 400 men, and effecting a retreat to the 
adjacent hills, although closely pursued, 
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and suffering some loss from a detachment 
commanded by Major Ludlow, who dis- 
played great judgment and gallantry in 
conducting the pursuit, which was not, how- 
ever, prosecuted without casualties ; three 
officers. Captain Burke and Ensigns Turner 
and Riclnnond, and 16 men being wounded 
in this affair, in which the sepoys are re- 
ported to have behaved with great gallantry, 
Wlien the British took possession of the 
fort, the scene of slaughter which every- 
where met the eye, fully proved the devot- 
ed courage and determined bravery which 
had been exhibited by the Gorkhas, and 
established the claim of the defenders of 
Kalunga to the unqualified esteem and ad- 
miration of every true soldier. 

The British force pushed on towards 
Nahuu,aiid, whilst in progress, was joined 
by Major General Martindell, who assumed 
the command. Having occupied Hahim, and 
established magazines and depdts there, the 
Major General projected a combined move- 
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ment, mtb. the view of seizing two important 
positions, situated respectively on the west- 
ern and eastern sides of the fort of Jyetuk, 
commanded by Eunjore Sing Thapa, by 
which means he expected to be able to cut 
off the enemy from their principal watering 
places, and to intercept their communica- 
tions with the surrounding country, whence 
they drew their supplies. Two detach- 
ments were accordingly formed, under 
the command of Majors Ludlow and Ri- 
chards; the latter, after a fatiguing march, 
by a circuitous route, reached his desti- 
nation on the moi’ning of the 27th De- 
cember, and seized the position he was 
ordered to occupy. Major Ludlow, with his 
column, advanced on the same moiming to 
the destined point of attack on the west side 
of the fort, and, after repulsing the party of 
Gorkhas opposed to him, and driving them 
from height to height to a stockaded posi- 
tion in their rear, unfortunately faded in 
an attempt to carry the stockade, and, the 
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enemy rallying and rencAving tiic contest, 
our troops Avcre compelled to retire with 
considerable loss. The miscarriage of the 
attack conducted by Major LudloAV, induced 
General Martindell, to send orders to Major 
Eichai’ds to return to camp, vacating the 
post; in which dining the whole day, he 
had Avith the utmost resolution, sustained 
the repeated and vigorous assaults of the 
enemy, who was enabled, after Major 
Ludlow’s defeat, to turn his whole force 
against the other detachment. At the close 
of the day, after the whole of his ammmii- 
tion was expended, and the troops had been 
obliged to employ even stones in their 
defence. Major Kichards received the orders 
to retire, which wore executed under cover 
of a gallant charge made by the Light 
Company of the first Battalion of the 26th 
regiment, under Lieutenant Thackeray. A 
retreat by night through an unknoAvn and 
difficult country, and in the face of an enemy 
flushed with success, was necessarily attend- 
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ed with much confusion and heavy loss. 
Major Ludlow asciibed his failure mainly 
to the backwardness of a part of his 
battalion, but with Major Richards’ divi- 
sion, the utmost zeal and bravery was 
evinced by all the troops. Our casualties 
on this date amounted to 441, including 11 
officers. 

In consequence of the unsuccessful result 
of these operations, nothing fiuther was 
attempted by Major G-eneral Martindell 
until the arrival of re-enforcements early in 
February; he then took possession of an 
advanced position in front of Nahim, and 
opposite to the enemy’s principal stockade, 
which he determined to breach by the fire 
from a battery, erected on the point thus 
gained, with the view of subsequently 
carrying it by assault; however, after it 
had been levelled to the ground, he con- 
ceived tlrat the attack could not he at- 
tempted with a prospect of success, and 
consequently determined to relinquish active 
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operations against tlie fort, and to effect 
its reduction by blockade. 

In pursuance of this plan General Martin- 
dell, after some days, detached a force, under 
the connuand of Major Richards, to occupy 
a position on the eastern side of the fort, 
near to the post he had seized on tlie 27th 
November, in order to intercept the enemy 's 
communications with the country in that 
direction. Major Richards on his approach 
to this position encountered a body of the 
enemy’s troops, which had been sent to 
oppose him, and after a sharp and gallant 
action, routed the Gorkhas, and pursued 
them from height to height with consider- 
able loss ; the commander of the enemy’s 
party, and several other prisoners, falling 
into his hands. Major General Martindell 
successively occupied other positions on 
different sides of the fort, and gradually 
effected, in a great degree, the purpose of 
straitening the enemy, and cutting off his 
supplies, and there is no reason to doubt. 



STATE OE NEPAL. 


171 


tliat lie would have ultimately compelled 
him to submit, hut iu the meantime a nego- 
tiation ensued between G-eneral Ochterlony 
and the Nepalese commander, Ummur Sing 
Thapa, and, under the terms of the capi- 
tulation then agreed to, Jyetulc was sur- 
rendered to the British force. 

The great error committed by Greneral 
Martindell, and for which his conduct was 
animadverted on by the Governor General, 
was, the spirit of vacillation he displayed 
in carrying out the measures he determined 
to adopt, and his plans, therefore, although 
well conceived, in general, owed their ill 
success solely to the want of determination 
and energy with which they were put into 
execution. 

The 4th Division, as already mentioned, 
was formed from the regiments stationed 
within the Sirhind district, and consisted 
almost entirely of Native troops. This di- 
vision penetrated the hills in the direction 
of Nala Gurh, and on the 4th November 
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opened batteries against that fort, wliicli, 
witli its dependency of Taragurli, surren- 
dered tbe following day. The casualties in 
tlio besieging force only amounted to 7. 
After establishing depots at ISTala Gurh, Ge- 
neral Ochterlony advanced to Kamgurh, and 
on the 2Gth November a sharp aliair took 
place, in which a reconnoitring party was 
driven back by the Gorkhas, with the loss 
of 1 officer kiUed and 75 men killed and 
wounded. 

Findmg the works occupied by the Gor- 
klias utterly inaccessible in front, the Ge- 
neral moved to their rear, where he took 
up a secure position, and applied himself 
to intercepting the enemy’s communications 
with the country and preparing for tlie 
attack. 

The rugged nature of the country, and 
the difficulty of makmg a road passable 
even for elephants, with the consequent im- 
pediments to the transportation of ordnance 
and stores, rendered this movement, though 
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unopposed, one of uncommon labor. Oii 
an’iving at the new ground, a spot was 
selected, from winch it was supposed that 
the guns might he brought to bear upon 
the enemy’s stockades. The battery, how- 
ever, when erected, proved too distant, 
and in reconnoitring the ground, in order 
to choose a more advanced position, the 
skirmish alluded to in a former paragraph, 
occurred. 

On the 27th Decembei’, the Division Avas 
re-enforced by the arrival of the second 
Battalion of the 7th regiment ISf. I. and the 
18 -pounders, and, on the same evening, as 
soon as it was dark, the reserve, rmder 
Lieut.-Colonel Thomson, moved to attack a 
chosen point in the enemy’s position, which, 
after a march of excessive fatigue and diffi- 
culty, it reached on the morning of the 28th. 
Having established himself on the ridge, 
on which was the work intended to be 
forced, the Lieut.-Colonel found it neces- 
sary to employ Artillery against it, and his 
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field pieces accordingly played upon it, but 
without much success, dimng the day. 
Eai’ly next morning he was attacked in his 
own position by the enemy in consider- 
able force, they were completely repulsed, 
and immediately afterwards abandoned the 
stockade, which was taken possession of by 
our troops. The object of this movement 
was to effect a lodgment on the ridge be- 
tween the principal position of the enemy 
and Belaspore, so as to cut off his commu- 
nications in that quarter; this, however, was 
not gained, as the Gorkhas, perceiving the 
design, frustrated it, by suddenly evacuat- 
ing all their positions to the left of liam- 
gurh, and taking up new ground on the 
opposite side of the fort, which, by a change 
of front, was stiU on their right. 

Major General Ochterlony continued to 
keep his attention fixed on the means of in- 
tercepting the enemy’s supplies, and espe- 
cially of destroying his direct communica- 
tions with Belaspore, whence they were 
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chiefly drawn. In accordance mth this plan, 
he marched with the reserve Division, on the 
16th of Jarmary, across the Gumher river 
to a point on the road to Iihee and near 
the sonthern extremity of the Malown range, 
having previously detached a strong body 
of irregulars under Lieutenant Boss, of the 
6th regiment, hy a circuitous route, with 
directions to take up a position on the 
heights above Belaspore, and leaving Lieut. - 
Colonel Cooper with a battalion and the 
batteriirg guns strongly stockaded on the 
old gi’ound at Nher, The result of tins 
manoeuvre was, to compel Ummitr Sing* to 

* This reverse does not appear to have in any -way -dis- 
pirited this able eomniander, for on the 2nd March he 
addressed the following remarkable letter to the Rajah of 
Nepal: — 

From Uvimer Sing, and hit sons Sam Doss and Urjun Thapa, 

to the Sagah of Nopal, dated Sag Garh, '2nd March 1816. 

A copy of your letter of the 23rd Deoemher, addressed to 
Bunjore Sing, under the red seal, was sent by the latter to me, 
who have received it with every token of respect. It was to the 
following purport : The capture of Nala Panee hy the enemy has 
been communicated to me from Gurhwal and Kumaon, as also the 
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quit his position and march to Malowii 
with his whole force, witli the exception of 


iiitonip:i)iieG of hifi having' naBoniI>l«(l ilia forco and mnrcliud to 
Nitiinii. }Jo now oBoiipm tha iviiolo country i'rmn Harm I’lirati 
to SuhtHvn, Muhntreo. My nnny nlno ia aocruHy poalod in viiriotia 
piacoH in tho junglt'B of tlio mouiifuitiH. An army nndor a Uono- 
rnl IniH arrivod in Goriuikporo from I’alpa; and anotiiur dotaiOi- 
jnont Ima rcat'lu'd tho hordora of Itoojupori!. 1 liavo iiirllmr lioavd, 
tliat a Gtincrai OiMcur Ima aot out from Cahiiitta to ornatu inoro 
diatnrbaiioe. For tho salco of a foiv trilling' objontB, aoino iiitomiH- 
cliatu Agents havo destroyod tho mutual harmony, and war is 
waging far and wide. All this you know. You ought to send an 
Embassy to ooneiliate tho English, othorwiso the nause is lost. 
Tho enemy, after making immense preparations, have begun tho 
■war, and unless groat oonoossions are mado, they will not listen 
to terms. To restore tho relatione of amity by ooncossion is good 
and proper. For this purpose, it is fit, in tho first place, to code 
to tho enemy tho departments of Bootwul, I’alpe, and Shooriiil, 
already settled by tho Commissioners, and tho disputed tracts 
towards Barra. If this bo insuflioiouO to re-establish Iiarmony, 
■\re ought to abandon the whole of the Torraio, the Dlioon and the 
lowlands ; and if tho English arc still diesatislied, on acoount of 
not obtaining posec.ssiou of n portion of tlio monulains, you are 
herewith autliorized to give xxp, along xdth the Dlioon, tlio country 
as far as tho Sutlojo. Do whatovor may bo praotioablo to restore 
tho relations of peace and amity, and ho assurod of my approba- 
tion and assent. If these moans bo unsnooessful, it will bo very 
difficult to prosoi'vo tbo integrity of my dominions from Kbiinlm 
Iriabta to tbo Sutleje. If tho enemy once obtain a footing in tho 
contre of our territory, both extremities will ho tlirown into dis- 
ordor. If you can retire with your army and Military stores, so 
as to pursue any other plan of operations that may afterwards 
appear eligible, it will bo advisable. On this account, you ought 
immediately toeft'eot a junction with all the other Officers in the 
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small gamsons left in tlie forts on the 
Eamgiirli ridge. The stockades thus eva- 

woatern uorvico, and rotiro to that part of om- territory whloli 
(including all in your roar as far ns Nopal) you may tliiiik youraulf 
onpiiblo of retaining'. These aro your orders. In tho Arst plaoo, 
after the immenao preparationa of the enemy, lie will not bo satis- 
fled with those eoucossions ; or if ho should accept of our terms, 
ho would servo us ns ho did Tippoo, from whom ho first 
Rocopled of au indonmifioalion of six ororos of rupees in 
nioirey and territory, and afterwords 'wrostod from him his whole 
country. If wo wore to code to him so much country he would 
exoito another disturbnnoe at a future opportunity, and seek to 
wrost from us other provinces. Having’ lost so muoh territory, we 
should bo unable to maintain our army on its present footing ; and 
our Military force being once reduced, what means should we have 
left to defend our oastorn possessions? While we retain Beshohur, 
(•iui'hwid is soeuro : if tho former he abandoned, tho Bhatoras of 
llewanoe will certainly betray us. Tho English having thus acquir- 
ed thoDlioou and Rewanoe, itwill be impossible for us to maintain 
Gurhwttl; and being deprived of tho latter, Kumaon ond Bootee 
will also ho lost to us. After tho seisure of these provinces, Achani, 
Joomha Dooloo, Duolokh will be wrested from us in suooession. 
You say, that a proolamution has been issued to the inhabitants of 
the eastern Kurats. If they have joined the enemy, the other 
Kurats will do so likewise ; and thou the country, froniDood ICoosi 
on tho oast, to Bherl on the west, cannot long he retained. Having 
lost our doinbiions, what is to become of our great Military estab- 
lishment? When our power is once reduced, wo shall have another 
Knox’s Mission, under pretence of concluding a treaty of allianoo 
and friendship, and founding commercial establishments. If wo 
decline receiving their mission, they will insist; and if wo aro una- 
ble to oppose force, and desire them to come unaccompanied with 
troops, they will not comply. They will begin by inti-oduoing a 
company, a battalion will soon after follow, and at length an army 

2 Q 



178 


ROUGH NOTES ON THE 


cuated were seized by a Brigade under 
Colonel Arnold, wlio afterwards, in spite 

ivillbo assomWod for tha aubjuffafion of Nepal. Thna you tliinlc, tliat 
if, for tlio prosont, tho lowlands, tliu niioou, and tlui country to the 
Sutlejo wore coded to tlium, they would conai) to ontortaln dosifs’iiH 
upon tho other I’rovineos of Nopal. Do not trust them. They wlio 
counsollfld you to receive tho -niiBsioii of Knox, and permit the 
eslahlishment of a commovoial factory, will usurp tho Govoniment 
of Nopal. With regard to the concessions now proposed, if you 
had, in tho first instancfl, doterinincd upon a paeilio lino of con- 
duct, and agToed to restore the departments of Bootwul and 
Shooraj, as adjusted by tho Commissioners, the present contest 
might have been avoided. But you could not suppress your 
avarice and dosiro to retain these places; end having murdered 
the revenue officer, a commotion arose, and war was waged for 
trifles. At Jyetuok we have gained a viotory over the enemy. If 
I suooeed against Oohterlony, and Bunjore Sing with Jusiioo 
Thapa and his Officers prevail at Jyetnelc, Bunjsst Sing will riso 
against the enemy, in conjunction with the SoiWis. My army 
will make a descent into tlio plains, and our forces, crossing 
tho .Tumnn from rivo different quarters, will rooovor possession 
of the IBioou. When wo reach Ilurdwar, tho Nawanb of Luck- 
now may bo expected to take a part in tho cause, and on liis 
accession to tlio goneriil ooalition, wo may oonsidor ourselves 
secure as far as Khunka. Belying on your fortune, I trust that 
Bulhudder Kooii and Eoivunt Kajeo will soon ro-onforco tho garri- 
son of Jyotuck ; and I hope ore long to send Punt Kujoo with uight 
componies, when tho forces there will ho very strong. Tho troops 
sent by you are arriving oveiy day ; and when they will oomo up, 
1 hope wo shall suooeed both hero and at Jyetuok. 

Formerly, when the English endeavoured to penetrate to Sindoo- 
Ice, they oontinued for two years in possession of Barra Pnrsa and 
Mahatree; but when you conquered Nopal, they were either 
destroyed by your force, or fell victims to the climate, with tlie 
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of tlio inclemency of the weather, which 
occasioned some delay in the execution of 

oxpoption of a fow only, who abandonod tho plooo. Ordors should 
now ho g'ivon to all your oflicors to dofund Choundinda and 
Choundund in Boojaporo, tho two Kurats, and the i‘id8:e of Ma- 
huliharut. Suffer tho onomy (o retain the lowlands for n couple of 
years ; measures eon aftorwarda bo taken to oxpol tliom. Lands 
transforrod under a m'itton agreement cannot again ho reaumed ; 
hut if they have been token by force, force may be employed to 
recover them. Fear notliing, even though the Soikhs should not 
join us. Should you sucoeod now in bringing our diil'eroiioos to an 
amicable termination, by tho cession of territory, tlie onomy in the 
course of a fow years would take possession of Nopal, ns be did 
the country of Tippoo. Tlie prosont is, therefore, not the time for 
treaty and conciliation. Tiiese expedients siiould liavo been adopt- 
ed before tho murder of tho revonuo offioor, or must he postponed 
till viotory shall crown our efforts.' If they will then aeeeUo to 
tho terms which I shidl propose, it is well : if not, it will bo my 
business, with tlie favor of God, aud your fortune and country, to 
preserve tho integrity of my oouutiy from Khunka to tho Sutleje. 
Lot me onb'eat you, therefore, never to make peace. Formerly, 
when some individuals urged tlie adoption of a treaty of pence 
and eommoroo, I refused my assent to that measure ; and I will 
not now suffer tho honour of my Prince to be sulliud by concession 
aud submission. If you aro determined on tliis step, bestow tlie 
humiliating office on him who first advised it: hut for me, call me 
to your presenoo. I am old, and only desire once more to kiss 
your foot. I can recollect the time when the Gorklm army did 
not exceed twelve thousand men. Throug’li the favor of heaven, 
and tire renown of your forefathers, your territory was extended 
to the confines of Khuiika on the east. Under the auspices of 
your father we subjugated Kamaon, and through your fortune we 
have puslied our oouquests to the Sutloje. Four generations have 
been employed in the acquisition of all this dignity and dominion. 
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tlie movement, marclietl to Iluttmigurli, 
tlius commanding tlie principal line of coin- 


At Niila PanBO, BulbuJdor cut up three or four thousand of 
tlie oiu’rny : at .lyetuclc, Ilunjoro Sliiff with his officers ovortlirmv 
tliroe battalions. In this place I am surroumltid and daily ii(fhtiii(r 
witli tlie ciioiny and look fortvurd with coulidwico to victory. All 
tlio inliubltnnts iind Oliiofs of tim country Imvu joined tlui ononiy. 
I must gain two or tlirco victorias before I can ncooinpllsli tlie 
oljjoct I Inive in view of attaohinp; llunjeet Sing; to our cause. On 
ilia aocoasion and after the advance of tlio .Soiklis ami Oorkhus 
towards the Jumna, tlio Ciiiafs of the Deoottn may be expected lo 
join tho coalition, us also tlio Nowaub of Lucknow and the Salili 
llamoo Saudh. Then will bo the tlrao for us to drive out tlio 
enemy, and recover possession of tho low oountries of Palpa us far 
as Beejapore. If we succeed in regaining these, wo onii attempt 
further conquests in tho plains. There has been no fighting in 
your cpiartor yot. Tlio Chuumlinde and Clioundund of Boejaporo, 
as fur as the ridge of Mahabharut aiidSelloanah, should be well 
dofandod. Couuti-ies acquired in four goueratioiis under tho lul- 
niinistration of tlio Tlmpiis, slionld not bo abandoned, for tlio piir- 
po.so of bringing matters to nnainicublo adjustment, wilhout deiip 
and serious roiiootion. If wo aro victorionsiu tlio war wo can oiisily 
adjust our differences ; and if wo are dofoalod, death is profcniblo 
to reconciliation oil liumiliatiiig tenns. Wlioii tlie Cliiiiuso army 
invaded Nopal, we implored tho mercy of Jleavon, by offerings to 
the Brahmins, and tlio performance of religious ooromoiiios; ami 
tlirough tho favor of one, and tho intoroosslon of tlio otiior, wo sue- 
ceedod in repulsing tlie enemy. Ever since you coullsented the 
Jagirs of tlio Brahmins, tliousauds have boon in distress and 
poverty. Promises were given, that tlioy should bo restored on tho 
capture of Kangrii, and orders to tins off'oot under tho rod seal, 
were addressed to me and Nya Sing Thapa. We failed, liowever, 
in that object, and now there is an universal commotiou ; you 
ought, therefore, to assenibla the Brahmins, and promise to restore 
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aiuuicatioii between Malown and Belas- 
pore. Lieutenant Boss also took up tlie 


to thorn lliolr laiiilfl and property, in tlie event of your conquering' 
and expelling' tliu Englwh. By thoHa means, many tliousaml res- 
])ootablo liralimins will ))ut np tlioir prayers for our protection, and 
the enemy will ho didvon forth. By the practice of ohnrity the 
territory acquired in four generations may bo preserved, and 
through the favor of God, our power and dominion may be still 
furthor oxtonded. By the extension of territory, our Military 
establishment msy be maintained on its present footing, and even 
increased. The numerous countries which you propose to oede to 
thfl enemy yielded a revenue equal to the maintonnnee of an army 
of four thousand men , and Kangra might have been captured. By 
the cession of these provinces, the fear of your name anti the splen- 
dour of your Court will no longor ruinuin. By the capture of 
Kang'ra your name would have been rendered formidable; but 
though that hns not happened, a powerful inqtression has novor- 
tholess been made on the people of the plains, by the extension of our 
conquest to the Sutleje. To efleot a rooonoiliation by the cession of 
theoDunti-y to the wostof the Jumna, would give rise to the idea that 
the Gorlchas wore unable to oppose the English, would lower the 
dignity of your mime in the plains, and cause a roduotion in your 
army to the extout of four thousand men. The enemy will, there- 
fore, acquire possession of Beshohur, and oftor that tlie conquest 
of Qurhwal will he easy: nor will it be possible, in tbnl case, for 
us to retain Knmaou ; and with It we must lose Bootee, Aeham, 
and Joomha. Ho may be expected to penetrote even to Bhoree. 
If tlie English once establish themselves firmly in possession of 
11 part of the hills, we should be unable to drive tbom out. The 
countries towards the Sutlojo should bo obstinately defended : tlie 
abandonment of tlie disputed tracts in the plains is ii lesser evil. 
The possession of the former preserves to us a road to further 
conquests. You ought, therefore, to direct Gooroo Rungiiath 
Pundit and DulbhuiijiirPandre to give up the disputed lands of 
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position assigned him, after defeating a 
body of tlie Belaspore troops. The sue- 


Bootwul, Shnoriiji niul the twenty-two villftgea in thn vicinity of 
Jiorrn, iinil, if ]iuBHiblu, briiiff onr (UlicroncuH to a toriiiiiintiun, To 
this Hlop I Iiavo no obji'Ctioiw, mnl hIiiiII feel no iininuwity to 1110*111 
wlio nmy perform tlio Horvieo. I muat, liowovor, tlciibiro a tlneiilud 
enmity to Huob oh, in brinj-inji; nbout a roemniiliatiun with tlie 
HnffliRli, eousult only tlioir own intorosta, and forffot tlioir duty 
to you. 

If tliey will not neoopt tbo terina, wlmt linvo wu to foarl Tbu 
EnR'liali attomptod to toko Illiurlporo by atorni ; but tbo Rajub 
Runjuet Sing doatroyed a European regiment and a battalion of 
aopoys. To tbo present day Urey bnve not ventured to muddle 
with Bburtporo, and one fort has sufliced to oboek their progroHS. 
In the low country of nburma {perhaps Bburma) they establlsbod 
their authority ; but Uie Ra,jali overthrew their army, and captured 
all their artillery and stores, and now oontlnues in tho quiet 
possession of Ills dominions. Our proffers of ])oaeo and reconcilia- 
tion will he interpreted as tho result of four, and it would be 
absurd to expect that tho enemy will respect a treaty nonoluded 
under such drcumstaniios. 'X’lierefore, let us confide our fortunes 
to onr swords, and by boldly opposing tho onoiny, compel him to 
remain within his own territory ; or if lio Hliouhl conlinno (0 ad- 
vanoe, stung witli slinme at tlie idea of rutroating iirter his im- 
mense preimratioiiH, we can then give up tlio lands in dispute and 
adjust our diiiiireiuies. Such, Iiowover, is tho fame and terror of 
our swords, tlnit Buihudder, with a nominal foreo of six hundred 
men, hut scarcely amounting to live hundred, destroyed an army 
of three or four thousand English. His force consisted of tho old 
Gorkha and Buriikh companies (which were only partly composed 
of tho iuhabitanta of our ancient kingdom), and of tho people of 
the countries from Bheri to Gurhwal, and with these be 
destroyed one battalion and crippled and repulsed another. 
My army is similarly composed; nevertheloss, all descriptions 
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cessivo reduction of tlie forts on the Eam- 
gurli range was yet to be accomplished ; this 

avfl ouffor to moiit the enemy. In your quarter you are surrounded 
by the votornnH of our army, and thoroforo cannot apprehend dosor- 
tioiiH among' them ; yon have alao on iinmenao militia and many 
JiigirdarH, wlio will llglitfor llieir own honor and intorosts. Aasom" 
hling' the mililia of the low Innda and fighting in tho plains is im- 
politic ; call thorn into thohilla and out them up hy detail. (A 
pnasugo hero, tho sense of which cannot ho discovered.) The enemy 
is proud and flualiod witli snccoas, and has reduced under hia suh- 
jootiou all tho wcatorn zoiniiidare, the Ranahs and Rajolis of ICur- 
iiattl and the Taldioorite, and will keep pence with no one. However 
my advice is notliiug'. I will direct Ram Doss to propose to General 
Oohtcrloiiy tho nhandoninont on our part of the disputed lands, and 
will forward to you the answer wliich he may receive. All Ihe 
Riijiihs, Ranahs and Takhoorno linvo joined the enemy, and I am 
Hurroumlod. Novortholoss we shall fig'Ut and conquer ; and all my 
ofiieora have taken tho same resolution. Tho Pundits have pro- 
nouneod the montl) of Bysnek ns particularly auspicious for tlie 
Gorkhoa, and by soleotlng a fortunate day we shall surely conquer. 
1 am desirous of engaging' the enemy slowly and with caution, but 
oannot manage it, tlie Englisli being always in a desperate hurry 
to fight. I hope, however, to be able to delay tlie battle till Bysnek, 
when 1 will ohooso a favorable opportunity to fight them. When 
wo shall have driven the enemy from hence, either Hunjore Sing 
or myself, according to your wishes, will repair to your presence. 
In the present crisis it is very advisable to write to tlie Emperor of 
China, to tho Lama of Inasa, and to tlie other Lamas; and for this 
jmrpose I bog to submit the enclosed draft of a letter* to their ad- 
dress ; any errors in it will, I ti'ust, he forgiven by you, and I ear- 
nestly recommend that you lose no time in sending a petition to 
tlie Emperor of Cliina and a letter to the Lama. 

* In this letter the Gorklma are styled ti'ilmtarics and dependants of the 
Emperor of Chinn. 



1R4 


EOUGH NOTES ON THE 


operation, wliicli was one of considerable 
difficulty, owing to the nature of the coun- 
try, occupied a period of about six weeks 
of incessant exertion, and it was not until 
the 1st of A])ril that Lieut.-Col. Cooper’s 
detacliniont, to whom the duty had been 
allotted, was placed in its appointed posi- 
tion before Malown. I*ost,s were now esta- 
blislied commanding all the avenues leading 
to Uinnuu' Sing’s line of works, by whicli bo 
was much straitened. In conducting these 
operations, a check was expeinenccd by a 
body of irregulars occupying a strongly 
stockaded post, a sally was made by the 
Grorkhas, and this party being found off its 
guard, suffered severely, and the stockades 
were destroyed ^ the disaster was, however, 
soon repahed. On the 14th and 15th of 
April, a coinbincd attack was concerted 
on the enemy’s chain of positions, which 
was carried into effect with the most com- 
plete success, the line being penetrated in 
several points. On the morning of tlie 16th, 
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a desperate assault was made by tlie whole 
of the G orldia force, headed by their princi- 
pal Commaiidors, Ummiu’ Sing and Blmgtie 
Tliapa, on the post occupied by the reserve, 
in wiiich they were repulsed with consider- 
able loss j the latter Sirdar being amongst 
the slain. After this defeat they concen- 
trated their troops in Malown, and the de- 
tached works forming a part of its defences. 
The fighting during the 15th and 16th 
was most severe and tlie British casualties 
were numerous, 64 killed and 292 wound- 
ed, including amongst the former, 2, and 
the latter, 4 officers. It was on this occa- 
sion that an instance of intrepid gallantry 
was displayed by Lieutenant Cartwright, 
of the artillery, who, when the desperate 
perseverance of the enemy had left him with 
only one man unwoimdcd, with that one 
man continued to serve his gun. 

The effects of this success were soon ob- 
served in the increasing distress of the 
enemy, and in numerous desertions which 
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evinced the depression of spirits suifered by 
the ganison, approaches were now pushed 
forward against the fort, and possession hav- 
ing been obtained of one of the outworks, the 
whole of the remainder were abandoned by 
their defenders, who came over in a body to 
the British camp, leaving Ummur Sing con- 
fined to his stronghold, witli a garrison re- 
duced to about two hrmdred men, but all the 
outworks, stockades and redoubts having 
been occupied by our troops, his surrender 
became inevitable, negotiations ensued, in 
the course of which, however, no relaxa- 
tion occui’red in the pi’eparations for bat- 
tering the fortress, and on the 15th of May, 
the Gorkha commander, after having, 
throughout the campaign, shewn the utmost 
gallantry and skill, capitulated, on the fol- 
lowing tei’nis. 

1st. That all the forts and possessions 
of the Gorkhas, west of the Jumna, should 
be immediately surrendered to the British 
troops. 
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2iid. That orders for the evacuation of 
all the forts and possessions of the Gorkhas 
in Gurhwal should be immediately des- 
patched to the commanders in that quarter, 
and that the troops should be permitted to 
retire by the Kemaon route across the 
Kali. 

3rd. That Ummur Smg with the re- 
maining garrison of Malown should be per- 
mitted to retire across the Kah, with their 
arms, private baggage and families, and with 
two guns. 

4th. That Eunjore Sing should be per- 
mitted in hke manner, with two hundred 
men of the garrison of Jyetuk and with 
one gun, and three hundred unarmed fol- 
lowers, to retire across the Kali. 

These arrangements having been con- 
cluded and the forts surrendered, the ne- 
cessary measures were adopted for break- 
ing up the divisions employed before Ma- 
lown and Jyetuk, and remanding the corps 
to their respective stations. Throughout the 
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arduous war in wliicli lie Imd been engaged, 
the proceedings of Gl-eneral Ochtcrlony had 
been marked by a combmation of foresight, 
prudence, vsagacity, perseverance and pro- 
fessional ability, with enei'getic promptness 
in action, which earaed for him the uncpia- 
lified thanks of the Government; every 
praise is also due to the gaUant troops who 
so successfully carried out the able designs 
of their commander, at an altitude of about 
8,000 feet, unprovided with suitable camp 
equipage, sutringees flung across bambus 
officiating for tents, and as respects the 
sepoys, even deficient in clothing, for they 
were without pantaloons or great coats, 
cheerfully enduring the hardships of an 
Alpine winter, and, notwithstanding the 
opposition of the elements, wresting from 
the hardy and resolute mountaineers, the 
whole of their formidable positions in that 
quarter of the Himmalayas. 

Wlfilst the operations above described 
were bemg carried on, the enemy’s territories 
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in Kemaon had not been allowed to remain 
nndistnrhed, in the first instance, owing to 
the paucity of troops of the line, an irregrdar 
force of about 4,000 men, with 4 guns, was 
appointed for this service, and the command 
given to Lieutenant-Colonel Gardner, an 
officer of known ability, having under his 
orders. Captain Hearscy, another local officer 
of talents and experience. In consequence 
of bad weather, this force did not enter 
the hills before the 15th of February; 
having seized the Chillceeah pass, it ad- 
vanced by a route lying chiefly along the 
line of the Kousillah river. The enemy 
retired towards Ahnorah, closely pursued 
by Colonel Gai’dner, who ultimately took 
up a position at Katar Mul. In the ad- 
vance, several skirmishes took place, in 
which the irregixlars behaved well and al- 
ways gained the advantage; but a detach- 
ment employed in the siege of Kuttool- 
gurh, under Captain Heai’sey, was defeated, 
and its leader taken prisoner. 

2 E 
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It was now determined to collect a regai- 
lar force, for the pui-pose of supporting and 
completing the operations so happily com- 
naenced by Lieut. -Colonel Gardner. A 
Brigade of 2,025 Native Infantry, with 10 
guns, was accordingly foimied, and Colonel 
Nicolls, Quarter Master General, King’s 
troops, entrusted with the command. 

Colonel Nicolls arrived at Katar Mul on 
the 8th of April, and as soon as the troops 
were assembled, a detachment under the 
command of Major Patton, 5th regiment 
N. I., was ordered to seize a post situated to 
the north-west of Almorah. Major Patton 
having come up with the enemy, instantly 
attacked him in his position, and after a 
conflict, in which the sepoys behaved 
with much gallantry, completely routed 
and dispersed his opponents with consider- 
able loss, their commander, Husteh Dul, 
being killed, whilst the casualties on the 
side of the British were only 28, including 
1 officer. 
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This defeat and the death of their prin- 
cipal Sirdar, produced an impression on 
the minds of the enemy’s troops of which 
Colonel Nicolls took advantage, and on 
the 26th of April, he attacked and carried 
hy assault the fortified heights and town 
of Ahnorah; dming the night an attempt 
was made hy the Grorkhas to recover 
the position from which they had been 
driven ; hut although the attack was con- 
ducted with extraordinary resolution, they 
were effectually heaten hack ; the loss ex- 
perienced dm’ing these operations was 211, 
including 3 officers, killed and wounded. 
The enemy heing now convinced of the 
futility of ofifering further resistance to the 
British troops, proposed terms of surrender, 
and a convention was accordingly soon 
after concluded, under the provisions of 
which, they evacuated the province and re- 
tired across the Kali; the highest com- 
mendation being awarded to Colonel NicoUs, 
for the distinguished skid and gadantry 

3 R 
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with which the movements of his force had 
been directed. 

I have already stated that the defence of 
tlic northern frontier, cast of the Kousee, liad 
been assigned to a detachment under Cap- 
tain Latter, this officer displayed much judg- 
ment and energy iu carrying out the pui'pose 
with which he had been entrusted, and not 
only thoroughly secm'cd the safety of our 
own possessions, but deprived the enemy of a 
considerable portion of the Morung district. 

Thus, notwithstanding the disasters which 
clouded the commencement of hostilities, 
and the failure of some of the principal di- 
visions to accomplish the objects for which 
they were designed, the progress and result 
of the campaign was higlily honorable to 
our arms, terminating in the expulsion of 
the Gorldias from the whole country to the 
west of the Kali, and the annexation to the 
British dominions of the important province 
of Kemaon, with an extensive, fertile and 
valuable tract in the Terai. 
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Negotiations were now opened with the 
Durbar; the loss of so large a portion of 
their hill territory, having, at last, con- 
vinced the Chiefs of the danger to be in- 
curred by continued resistance to the Bri- 
tish Power, and naturally weakened their 
confidence of security behind theh moun- 
tain barriers, which they had hitherto deem- 
ed impregnable. In suing for peace, no 
stigma could attach to the Sirdars ; through- 
out the arduous stimggle in which they 
had been engaged, they had invariably 
displayed the utmost gallantry and devo- 
tion, and fully mamtained the national 
reputation for undaunted bravery;* some- 
what, however, tarnished in the early part 
of the war, by a dastardly attempt to 


* The G-orkhaa on several occasions charged up to the 
Bayonets even of our European Troops, and in the per- 
sonal contests which took place between the Sirdars iind 
our Officers, instances I believe have been known, of their 
deliberately sacrificing their lives in order to cut down 
their opponents, on finding their knives an unequal inatoh 
against our swords. 
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CMef and taken liini under our protection ; 
it was also stipulated that a Eesident should 
be received at Katlunandhoo. These con- 
ditions having been communicated to the 
Guru, he at once declared his inability to 
treat on this basis, and broke off negotia- 
tions, stating that ho did not possess autho- 
rity to comply with such extensive demands, 
and tliat sacrifices of such magnitude were 
not contemplated by the Dui'bar, as justly 
arising from the events or actual state of 
the war. Anxious for an accommodation of 
affairs and with the hope of obtaining more 
favorable conditions from other negotiators, 
a second overture was made by the Gorkha 
Government through the late Chief of Al- 
niorali, the Ghountra Bum Sah, who was in 
comraimication with the Honourable Ed- 
ward Gardner, the British commissioner for 
tlie management of the conquered province ; 
several conferences took place, but although 
the discussion was conducted by Mr. Gard- 
ner with much judgment and ability, the 



STATE OF NEPAL. 


197 


negotiations in this quarter also terminated 
unsatisfactorily. 

In August, the Guru, wlio had remained 
in Lieut. -Col. Bradshaw’s camp, received 
further instructions from his court, and, as 
the general tenor of the language and pro- 
ceedings of the Nepal Government appear- 
ed to indicate a more favorable disposition 
than had been pi’eviously evmced, negotia- 
tions were renewed. Apparently the main 
objection to the cession of the Terai was, 
that most of the principal Sirdars enjoyed 
considerable jagirs in that territory, the 
Marquis of Hastings was therefore so far 
induced to modify the terms of the treaty, 
as to offer the grant of similar possessions 
or of an equivalent in money pensions, to the 
amount of two or three lacs of rupees, 
the distribution to be left at the uncontrolled 
pleasm'e of the Durbar; he even determined, 
though not without reluctance, to waive 
the stipulation for the mutual reception of 
accredited agents, if it should appear that the 
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Gorklia Government was very adverse to 
that provision. The conduct of the Nepal 
negotiators was again marked by an extra- 
ordinary degree of vacillation, indicative 
either of fear, or inability to confirm the 
basis conceded by the Eajah’s letters, and in 
September, negotiations were again brought 
to a close, the Guru declaring tliat the Chiefs 
would never accede to the sun’ender of the 
Terai, which was alleged to be the main 
source of their subsistence, the hills them- 
selves being comparatively unproductive. 
From this it was evident that the demand for 
the Terai was a bar to the re-establishment 
of peace, which no advantage that we might 
propose could compensate to the Nepal Go- 
vernment, whilst it was insisted upon by the 
British, rather from a sense of honor and a 
desire to visit with marked severity the act 
of gross violence and insult, which had arisen 
out of former disputes about the low lands, 
than from any expectation of deriving from 
them an increase of revenue, the Supreme Go- 
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vernment therefore, "balancing the advantage 
of a restoration of peace against the gi'atifi- 
cation of forcing on the Gorkhas the sacri- 
fice of an object extremely valnable to them, 
resolved upon relaxing the vigour of the 
original demand. 

A draft of a revised treaty was accord- 
ingly transmitted to Lient.-Col. Bradshaw, 
to be delivered openly to the Guru, in 
case of his expected re-appearance with a 
fresh overture, accompanied by a declara- 
tion, that it contained the only conditions on 
which the Governor General was willing to 
make peace. In this draft, the Terai from 
the Kali to the Gunduk, and of the rest, 
only that portion which was in our actual 
possession, was insisted on. On the 10th 
of October, this document was submitted 
to the Guru and Chunda Seekha Opa- 
dhia, but on becoming acquainted with its 
purport, they at once asserted, that they 
could not conclude a treaty on the terms 
proposed, and requested that a delay of 
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fifteen clays might be allowed, to admit of a 
refei-ence on the subject being made to the 
Eajali, promising that a definitive answer 
sliould be given within that period. This 
request was of course acceded to, but, at the 
expiration of the prescribed time no instruc- 
tion.s had been received, and it was also 
ascertained that the offer to assign pensions 
to the Chiefs deprived of their jagirs in the 
territory proposed to be surrendered, had 
caused great dissatisfaction, it being repre- 
sented, which was truly the case, that it 
would be extremely impolitic to sanction an 
arrangement, by which many of tlie principal 
>Sh’dars would have become stipendiaries of 
a Foi’eign Power, and consecpiexctly to a 
great extexit its dependants. At the head 
of the dissenting party stood Ummnr Sing 
and liis sons, who had opposed the com- 
mencement of the war as promising little 
success, but now that it had been begun, 
were of opinion, that it should be carried 
on to the last extremity. Many apologies 
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were made by the Guru and his colleague 
for their failure to redeem their pledge; they 
even ojBfered to sign the treaty provisionally, 
if a portion of the Terai wei*e substituted 
for the money payment, and urged Lieut. - 
Col. Bradshaw to consent to a further delay. 
This was, however, declined, and negotia- 
tions ceased, but on the 29th October the 
Nepalese negotiators left for Kathinandhoo, 
declaring that they would return witliin 12 
days with the treaty duly signed. On the 
28th November the Guru arrived at Se- 
gowlee and signed the treaty according to 
the draft submitted to his Comt, by the 
terms of which, the ratification of the Eajah 
was to be dehvered within 16 days. On 
being apprised of tins event, the Supreme 
Government, with, a view to conciliate the 
Chiefs, and shew generosity towards a 
faUen and suppliant foe, determined to make 
further concessions, but, at the expiration 
of the appointed period the ratified treaty 
had not been delivered, and it was disco- 
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vered, not only that it would not be pro- 
duced, but tliat active preparations wore in 
progress for renewed hostility, and positions 
already taken up in the Terai by the 
Gorkha troops, who, presuming upon their 
former success over the divisions employed 
upon tlie Goinikhpore and Sarun frontier 
during the previous campaign, trusted, 
owing to the delay which they expected 
would occur ere negotiations were finally 
terminated, to be enabled to baffle the 
attack of the British troops, until the setting 
in of the rainy season might compel the 
latter to return to their cantonments, and 
thus to protract the contest for another 
year, diuing which period they hoped to 
succeed in gaining moi’e favorable terms 
than those now granted. Throughout the 
rains, a large body of troops had been 
held in readiness in Bahar, and at the close 
of them, General Ochterlony had been 
summoned from the north-west to assume 
the command, preparatory to an advance 
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upon Katlimaiidlioo as soon as the passage 
of the forest might be practicable. Unfor- 
tunately, upon the signature of the treaty, 
the activity of preparation had been a little 
relaxed ; more especially in the commissa- 
riat department, and conseq^uently, -when 
war became inevitable, if was feared that 
some delay must occur ere the troops 
would be prepared to take the held. On 
the 5th January 1816, Major General Och- 
terlony was made acquainted with the un- 
expected result of the negotiations con- 
ducted by Lieut. -Colonel Bradshaw, and 
directed to join the force on the frontier, 
for the purpose of prosecuting active ope- 
rations against the Gorkhas ; he was at the 
same time invested with exclusive powers 
to direct all political negotiations and ar- 
rangements with relation to the Govern- 
ment of Nepal. Owing to extraordinary 
exertion in every department, Civil and 
Military, before the end of the month, the 
army was in readiness for a forward move- 
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inent, and on tlie 25th, tlio General arrived 
in camp at Bhulloa and assumed the com- 
mand. On the 9th of Behruary, after throw- 
ing up a stockaded work at Simra Basa, 
he advanced, with an Infantry Brigade and 
B guns, to Bichceah Khor, passmg the forest 
without opposition. On tlic 14th, tlie 
Guru and Chunda Seeklia were athnitted 
to a final interview ; hut, not being possess- 
ed of the ratified treaty, the propositions 
■they submitted were declared inadmissible. 
All further discussion was at once suspend- 
ed, the negotiators dismissed, and the war 
recommenced with the utmost vigor and 
activity. 

The array now employed by the British 
Government to enforce their demands 
against the Nepal Durbar, and cause in 
future on the part of that crafty Court, a 
proper observance of the respect due to 
our power in India, numbered 33,446 men, 
with a large force of Artillery. It was 
divided into four divisions as follows The 
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first, under General Ochterlony, assemlbled 
near Segowlee, and consisted of 19,394 of all 
ranks. The second, commanded hy Colonel 
J. Mcolls, was collected at Seetapore in 
Oude, with a view to the invasion of the 
provinces of Dootee, Acham and Saliana, 
and mustered 6,617. The third of 4,946, 
was merely intended as a corps of observa- 
tion, to be employed under Major General 
J. S. Wood, on the Gorulchpore frontier ; 
and the fourth, which ought rather to be 
styled a detachment, its strength being only 
2,489, was placed under the orders of Cap- 
tain Latter, for the purpose of invading 
the Morung province. The principal divi- 
sion advanced in three columns ; the right, 
under Colonel Kelly, H. M.’s 24th, moving, 
by the Bag Mati route, on Hurreehurpore, 
and the left, under Colonel NicoHs, H. M.’s 
66th, to the westward of the main body, 
by the valley of the Eaptee, the former, 
being concentrated at Bhugwanpore, and 
the latter, at Ramnuggur. 
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Due precautions having been taken for 
the safety of the different posts in the rear 
and protecting the line of communication, 
on the 14th I'ebruary, Colonel Miller’s 
Brigade, (attached to the main colinnn,) 
led by the General in person, moved for- 
ward at 9 i>. M. by a route discovered by 
Captain Pickersgill, of the Quarter Master 
General’s department, and which was still 
uirknown to the enemy ; the path ran through 
a precipitous and narrow . I’avine, called 
Balee Kolee, and thence by a watercourse 
leading to a steep acclivity by which the 
first formidable barrier of hills waS to be 
carried; the march was continued the whole 
night, and by 8 in the morning, the Chi- 
riya range of hills, to the west of the 
Gorkha position, was occupied, without 
resistance, by the light company of the ad- 
vance, yet so difficult was the ascent, that 
it was not accomplished by the whole of 
the troops before sunset. In the course of 
the 15th, the Brigade advanced about 5 
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miles to the ChukhaMuhka ntillali, situated 
to the north of the range, and within 
1 coss of the Raptee, where it bivouacked 
for 4 days, waiting the arrival of provisions 
and tents. Nothing could exceed the pa> 
tiencc with which the toil and privations of 
this inai'ch were endured by the troops, 
many of whom were for 2 days wholly 
without food; the rapidity of the move- 
ment, added to the ruggedness of the 
groimd, rendering it impossible to bring 
up supplies. 

Whilst these operations were in pro- 
gress, Colonel Burnett, with the 4th Bri- 
gade, pushed on to the entrance of the 
Chhiya Ghati pass ; on a reconnoisance 
having been made, it was discovered that 
the first stockade had been deserted by the 
enemy, who also evacuated the second, on 
the approach of our reconnoitring party, 
which was thus enabled to proceed almost 
to the siunmit of the pass, where, however, 
it was received by a heavy, thoiTgh ill- 
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directed fire from tlie lieig;litR, and ofilis^ed 
to fall back, with the loss of 1 man killed 
and 8 wounded, amongst the latter, Lieut. 
Walcott, of the artillery. 

On the morning of the 17th, it was as- 
certained that the enemy had retired, owing 
to the succe.ssful movement on their flank, 
and the pass was therefore occupied with- 
out opposition. On the 19th, G-oneral 
Ochterlony marched to Hetoundah, where 
works were tlmown up for the protection 
of the dep6t, which it was intended should 
he established at that post. 

Having provided for the defence of He- 
toundali, the force moved on the 27th to- 
wards Miikwanpoi'e, taking up a position 
on an open level gi-ound in a soutliwardly 
direction, and about two miles distant from 
the hills covering the fortified licights and 
detached defences of that Fortress : the fol- 
lowing morning it was joined by the batter- 
ing train and Lieutenant-Colonel Burnett’s 
brigade, and on the afternoon of the same 
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date, an attack was made by tbe GorMias 
on a detached post, called Seldia Khutree, 
situated on a bill to tbe left of tbe camp. 
Tbe approach of large bodies of the enemy 
having been observed by General Ochter- 
lony, about 1 p. m., be successively detach- 
ed to the aid of the party on the hills, 3 
companies H. M.’s 87th regiment, the 2d 
battalion 25th regiment N. I., 2d battalion 
12th N. L, with 2 gims, and the 2d batta- 
lion 8th N. I. 

The number of the enemy was estimated at 
not less tlian 2,000 men, with several guns, 
and during the conflict they repeatedly re- 
ceived re^enforcemeuts. Durmg a momen- 
tary superiority, they approached close to^ 
the village, which was obstinately and gal- 
lantly disputed by our small detachment, 
until the arrival of more troops changed the 
fortune of the day; and from this time 
until half-past 5, their repeated assaults 
on our position were invariably repulsed, 
and they were at length driven off in 
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confusion, chiefly l>y a cliai'ge of the 2d 
battalion of the 8th regiment IS; . I. in the 
direction of the enemy’s guns, one of which, 
a 4-pouuder, on a mountain train carriage, 
WHS abandoned. Tlze British casualties 
on this occasion were numerous, 222, 
including 2 officers. The loss of the ene- 
my, by their own subsequent acknowledg- 
ment, exceeded 800. In the moan time 
the left column had crossed the ridge by 
the Bheekunnee pass, and moved forward, 
without experiencing any opposition, by the 
valley of the Eaptee to Hetoundah, leaving 
2 native battalions, with their proportion 
of field guns, at Ekore, under Major Lum- 
ley, with the view of checking any attempt 
on the part of the enemy from their posts 
at Kadrung and Oopudurung, to which 
they had retired on its advance. Colonel 
Kelly, with the light coliunn, marching by 
the course of the Bag Mati, arrived before 
Hurreehurpore, on the 29th February ; 
it appearing that a strong point within 
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about 800 yards of one of tbe Gorldaa 
stockades bad been unoccupied, it was de- 
termined to seize it, and a detacbment, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel O’HaUoran, was 
ordered to advance for this pempose tbe next 
moMiing, at 3 o’clock; it consisted of 2 
companies of each of tbe following regi- 
ments: H. M.’s 24tb, 18tb N. I., Chum- 
parun lugbt Infantry, and 1 company 2d 
battalion 21st regiment N. I., with two 
3-poixnders, conveyed by bearers; and 
carried tbe position a little before 6 a. m., 
dislodging a picquet, left for its protec- 
tion. Tbe enemy, in very considerable 
force, made a most desperate and obstinate 
attempt to recover this point, and a re-en- 
forcement was despatched by Colonel Kelly 
to cover tbe rear of tbe post, which was 
threatened. It was impossible, from tbe 
nature of tbe ground, to close, or use tbe 
bayonet, and tbe musketry contmued with- 
out intermission until half-past 11 o’clock; 
when tbe arrival of two 6-poiuiders and 
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two 5|-incli howitzers, on elephants, in a 
few minutes decided the affair, and loft the 
British in possession of an almost natural 
redoubt, very advantageoxxsly situated for 
further operations. This success was not, 
however, gained withoxxt some loss, 59, in- 
cluding 5 officers, being killed and wound- 
ed. After this repulse, the Grorkhas be- 
came apparently disheartened, and on the 
morniug of the 4th March, dxxruxg a storm 
of rain, evacuated the fort and hill. 

From the date of the amval of General 
Ochteiiony at Ilctomidah, althoxigh ho had 
received no direct overtxu’cs on the ]mrt of 
the Nepalese axitlioritics, yet it xvas evi- 
dent that a desire for peace pervaded the 
minds of many of the Sirdars, at the same 
time, they still clxmg to the hope that for- 
txine might so far favor them as to enable 
the campaign to be protracted xmtil the 
setting in of the rainy season, when they 
might reasonably presume that the British 
Government would feel disposed to offer 
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terms somcwliat less stringent than those 
now siihmitted for their acceptance. On 
the 25th February, Chiinda Seekha had an 
interview with the General, when, as an in- 
duccniont to delay the advance of the force, 
he alluded to the expected arrival of the 
Guru, for the puipose of concluding the 
war hy an amicable settlement of affairs ; 
he was, however, distmctly informed, that 
the onward movement of the British would 
not he for a moment deferred owing to the 
rc-opening of negotiations; thus, aU them 
endeavoui’s to obtain a suspension of hos- 
tilities having been frustrated, and the in- 
telligence of their reverses at Sekha Khutree 
and I-Iurreehiu’pore having spread conster- 
nation at Kathmandhoo, the Durbar unme- 
diately resolved, to make a tender of un- 
qualified submission, as the only means 
of averting the most disastrous conse- 
cpiences. 

The Ked Seal havmg been hurriedly 
affixed to the treaty of Segowlee it was dis- 

2 T 
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patched to tlie Gorklia Commander, Kazi 
Bactour Sing, one of tlieir princi];)al Sirdars, 
who, ontho 3rd March, wrote to the General, 
to mention that he had the instrument in his 
possession and would forward it hy Chunda 
Seelcha. In rc])ly, he was informed, that 
the Gorkha Government must not now 
expect the same tenns as hefoiu the re- 
commencement of the war; hut, in the 
event of the Brahman’s being furnished with 
full powers, he would be received. In the 
interim, approaches were pushed to within 
500 yards of the defences of MulcAvanpore, 
and a battery thrown up in readiness to 
open upon the fort, Cliunda Seekha soon 
made his appearance with tlie ratified treaty, 
which, in the most submissive, and even 
abject manner, he earnestly pressed upon 
the General’s acceptance. After a discus- 
sion of some length, in which he dwelt upon 
the dissimulation, evasion and bad faith, 
which had marked the conduct of the 
Nepalese Government; having ascertained 
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that the spirit of hostility was completely 
annihilated, and deeming the foe sufficiently 
humbled, Sir David Ochterlony, after keep* 
ing the envoy in considerable suspense, at 
last listened to his entreaties, and agreed to 
accept the treaty, explaining to Chunda 
Seekha, that whatever disposition the Su- 
preme Government might have had, before 
the late operations, to extend its bounty to 
the Nepalese beyond the letter of the en- 
gagement, no favor could be now expected, 
and the negotiator was, accordingly, called 
upon, to give a specific note in writing, 
declaratory of his having no such hopes j 
together with an assurance that a similar 
declaration should be made in a letter from 
the Eajah to the Governor General. This 
was readily agreed to, and the contest with 
the Nepalese was thus finally terminated 
in the beginning of March, and the requi- 
site orders for a retrograde movement at 
once issued to the leaders of the different 
columns engaged in the campaign. 

3 T 
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The provisions of the treaty differed 
little from the terms already stated in a 
previous pai’agraph; one of the conditions, 
however, not hitherto mentioned, was the 
agreement, that no British subject, nor the 
subject of any European or American State, 
should be permitted to enter the Grorkha ser- 
vice, without the sanction of the British Go- 
vernment having been previously obtained. 
The artieles were pimetually executed by the 
Gorklias; but the Governor General, not- 
withstanding what had passed, deeming that 
it would be a politic act of conciliation, to 
cede, in lieu of pensions now stipidated, such 
of the Terai, as had been before contempla- 
ted, gave notice to the Dui’bar of his inten- 
tion to send- tlie Hon’ble E. Garchicr as Ee- 
sident, and to empower him to conclude an 
arrangement on such a basis, and this settle- 
ment was subsequently carried into effect. 

A treaty was, at the same time, conclud- 
ed with the Eajah of Sikliim, of somewhat 
similar a nature; it, however, embraces a 
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stipulation for tlie surrender of dacoits, 
revenue defaulters and other delinquents 
who may seek refuge within his teiritories. 
The Gorkhas had shown themselves in 
the course of the campaign a most gallant 
foe and as formidable an enemy as any then 
existing in India; the conditions of the peace 
now concluded, were, however, well calcu- 
lated to undermine their power ; as not only 
were their resources weakened and their 
dominions cimtailed, huthy our possession of 
the mountains to the west of the Gogi'a, and 
the position obtained to the east, by the pro- 
tection afforded to the Sikhim Rajah, m the 
event of a futiue war, both their flanks 
would be fuUy exposed to our attacks, 
whilst, almost the whole of their regular 
force would be requmed to oppose the 
powerful army, which would doubtless be 
concentrated on the Gorukhpore and Sartni 
frontier, in order to force a passage to the 
valley of Kathmandhoo, by some of the nu- 
merous passes in that direction. 
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The ixnsuccessful result of tlieirpresum]> 
tiou iti measuring aims with the British, 
eifectually curbed the ambition of the Ne- 
palese, and with the exception of occasional 
endeavours to subjugate some of the 
tribes to the north-east, in which they 
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have but partially succeeded, they have 
since refrained from any attempt to in- 
crease their territory, in fact, the Chiefs 
seem to have been fuUy occupied in carry- 
ing on tlie internal feuds, which appear to 
have had their origin from the date of the 
return, from Benares, of Kajah, Bana Baha- 
dur. Previous to that event, a large portion 
of the authority of the Grovernment was vest- 
ed m the hands of the Pandee Pamily, the 
head of whom, Damodar Pandee, who had 
been mainly instrumental in securing the 
Monarch’s abdication, and subsequently, 
during the Begency of the Bani, had exer- 
cised considerable influence over her ebtm- 
cils, was with his son condemned to death, 
on the re-assumption of sovereignty by the 
Eajah; and, as their execution was gener- 
ally ascribed to the instigation of the young 
favorite, Bheem Sing Thapa, from that time, 
the Pandees and Thapas have been antago- 
nistic factions. There is another party, the 
Chountras, ofishoots from Koyalty, who 
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have also long enjoyed great power, and 
sided either -with one or the other of the 
rival families, as circmnstances dictated. 

I have already stated that Eana Baliadur 
was succeeded by his illegitiiuato son,,Maha 
Rajah G-irivan Juddha Bikrani Sah, a more 
boy, and consequently, in the administration 
of affairs, completely guided by his minister 
Bheem Sing, the Sirdai* of whom mention is 
made in the preceding paragraph, who, on 
His Highness’ demise (by small-pox) which 
occurred towards the end of 1816, continued 
to direct the reins of Government, as Pre- 
mier to his successor, Maha Rajah, Raj 
Rajindra Bilcram Sah, an infant of only two 
years of age at the time of his father’s 
decease. Upon the Rajah’s attaining the age 
of maturity, the system of inteigue again com- 
menced, but, notwithstanding the numerous 
attempts on the part of the Pandec faction 
to undermine his influence, this powerful 
and able minister retained the management 
of affairs until 18 37,. when the machina- 
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tious of Ms enemies at last prevailed, and at 
the instigation of the elder Rani, who had 
become liis bitter and implacable enemy, 
he was deprived of his appointment and 
flung into prison. Owing however to the in- 
fluence of the younger Queen, a partisan of 
the Thapa family, he was soon after libe- 
rated, and for nearly two years the King 
temporized between the contending parties 
and abstained from nominating a minister. 
In the early part of 1839,* the struggles of 
faction attained their height, and resulted in 
the appointment of Ram Sing Pandee to 
the office of Premier; on tlie strength of a 
charge of being accessary to the murder of 
one of the Rajah’s children, to whom it was 
supposed that poison had been admuristered, 
Bhcem Smg was again placed in confine- 
ment. Whilst in prison, intelligence was con- 
veyed to the ill-fated chief that the sanctity 

* In the course of this year arrangements were com- 
pleted with the Durbar for facilitating the adjustment of 
suits prosecuted by British subjects in the Nepalese Courts. 
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of Ms zenanali had been violated, and its 
inmates delivered up, to gi’atify the brutal 
lusts of the soldiery ; excited almost to frenzy, 
and determined not to survive the dishonor 
which ho imagined had be&Uen him, he, as 
his opponents calculated, committed suicide ; 
on the 29th July, he was foimd in his cell, 
with his thi'oat cut almost from car to ear; 
his body by orders of the Rajah was carried 
away to the banks of the Bag Mati river, 
and denied all funeral rites. I have often 
heard it asserted, that one word from the 
British representative would have averted 
this catastrophe, but, unfortunately, when 
an attempt was made by some members of 
the court to ascertain his sentiments, he de- 
clined expressing any opinion, and from that 
moment the degraded minister was doomed. 
The Pandees having now succeeded to 
office, one of their first acts was to confiscate 
the late mioister’s property, and remove 
from his appointment almost every mem- 
ber of his family, of sufficient power and in- 
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fluence, to render liiin, formidable as a rival ; 
not contented, however, with confining their 
attention to the internal management of their 
country, they would fain interfere with its 
foreign policy, which, with the exception 
of an intrigue with Scindiah in 1817, which 
had been detected, and the intercejjted cor- 
respondence made over by the Resident to 
the Rajah in full Durbar, had hitherto, sub- 
sequent to the contraction of peace, if not 
favorable, at least, I believe, never been 
ojxmly hostile to the British Alliance. No 
.sooner, therefore, had they assumed the 
direction of affairs, than tliey originated a 
series of intrigues agahist the Indian Go- 
^^ernment at almost every Native Court 
throughout the country. Owing, however, 
to the vigilance of our Representative, aided 
by the exertions of the magisterial officers 
on the frontier, many of their letters were 
seized and irrefragable proof of their trea- 
cherous machinations thus discovered. This 
being adduced by the Resident, the Rajah 

TJ 


224 


BOUGH BOTES ON THE 


was called upon, as the only way to pre- 
vent a rupture between the States, to 
change his advisers, and a British force of 15 
troops of Cavalry, 4 regiments of Infantry, 
and some guns, moved to the frontier to 
sujjport the demand. Not being in a posi- 
tion to oppose our wishes, the cogency of 
our reasoning was admitted, and the minis- 
try removed, moreover, posts, which in 
violation of our territory had been establish- 
ed in the direction of Eamnuggur, for the 
collection of revenue from lands beyond the 
boundary, were withdrawn. For the next 
2 or 3 years the King dispensed with assist- 
ance, and took the administration of affaiivs 
into his own hands, occasionally delegating 
his authority to the Heir Apparent, a boy of 
only 1 1 or 12 years of age, naturally of a most 
violent temper, which had been increased by 
habitual indulgence in acts of cruelty. On 
one occasion he was so far carried away by 
his passion, as to be induced to threaten the 
life of the Resident; when he was calmly 
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informed, that thousands of our fellow 
countrymen would be prepared to avenge his 
death. The answer had its effect, and I 
imagine, all due amends were made for the 
insult offered, which, after due warning as 
to future behaviour, was most likely passed 
over as an ebullition of petulance on the 
part of a child. Things appear to have 
been conducted m a most unsatisfactory 
manner until the 26th December 1843, 
when the vacant post of Premier was again 
filled, by the installation of General Mah- 
tabar Sing, a nephew of the late Bheem 
Sing Thapa. 

This Chief bore the reputation of being 
an able and gallant soldier. He was also 
not unknown as a diplomatist, having been 
employed in the cold season of 1836-37, 
on an embassy to Calcutta. On his return 
to Kathmandhoo he shared the fate of his 
uncle, was degraded from office and impri- 
soned; he was however subsequently re- 
leased and deputed on a mission to Eimjeet 
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Sing. As the object of his visit was sup- 
posed hostile to the British hiterests, at 
the requisition of Captain Wade, — l^oliti- 
cal Agent at Loodianah, he was surrendered 
to our authorities, and for many years re- 
sided, to a certain extent, under surveil- 
lance, and in receipt of a pension of 1,000 
rupees per mensem, within our territories. 
In April 1843, however, his political oppo- 
nents at Kathmandhoo, having been depri- 
ved of their authority, he again made his 
appearance at court and was taken into 
favor, and eventually, as above stated, ap- 
pointed minister. One of his first steps, 
after his accession to oflice, was to take 
measures for the removal of all rivals, the 
usual method adopted by Orientals to pre- 
vent opposition. The late Pandee minis- 
ters were immediately arrested and airaign- 
ed, for high misdemeanour, before a Council 
of Chiefs, who, imder the Kajah’s instruc- 
tions, found them guilty of the charges 
preferred against them, and they were sen- 
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teiiced to be beheaded, wbich sentence was 
duly carried into effect, and in a few hours 
the headless trunks of 9 Sirdars lay on the 
banks of the Bag Mati river. 

For some time he continued to direct 
affairs with tolerable success ; but in No- 
vember 1844, having proceeded with the 
Bajah and a large body of troops hito the 
Terai, ostensibly on a shooting excursion, 
he took the opportunity, on a charge of 
treason, of executing no less than 16 sepoys, 
at a place called Duapua Basa. This act 
of heedless severity alienated the affection 
of the army, which he had liitherto enjoyed, 
and he soon after embroiled himself with 
his own relatives. Under the following cir- 
cumstances : — 

'-Certain indiscretions on the pai-t of the 
Bani, who, by the bye, was the daughter 
of a zemindar in the Gorukhpore district, 
having given rise to reports injmious to her 
reputation, a Sirdar of the Thapa family, 
by all accoimts a careless, harum scaimm 
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sort of person, publicly stated tliat as the 
Rajah had been dishonored by the conduct 
of his wife, he was luifit to reign and ought 
accordingly to be deposed. ^^This impolitic 
remark reached the Palace, and the Rani 
used every means at her command, to com- 
pass the death of the thoughtless speaker. 
At last her persuasions prevailed upon Mah- 
tabar Sing, who had been raised to the 
dignity of Premier, cliiefly through her par- 
tisanship, to sanction his execution, as a 
traitor, and he was publicly beheaded. 
From that moment it was evident that the 
Rani’s influence was paramount at the Dur- 
bar, and Mahtabar Sing never recovered 
the confidence of his party, each of whom 
felt, that his life thencefoi’ward might at 
any moment be sacrificed to gratify the 
caprice of a woman. 

''He was, moreover, soon after instigated 
by his patroness and the Rajah, to destroy 
some of the Sirdars of the Chountra family, 
who had rendered themselves obnoxious, by 
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attempting to impose some restraint upon 
the royal prerogative, and refusing, in this 
instance, to become subservient to their 
wishes, or perhaps wanting the power to 
carry them into effect, he not only lost his 
former influence, but all parties, forgetting 
their old feuds, made common cause in 
conspiring against him, and ’ere long his 
destruction was resolved on. ^On the night 
of the 17th May 1845, about 11 o’clock, he 
was summoned to the Palace. The order was 
too peremptory to admit of his declming to 
attend. No sooner had he reached the apart- 
ment in which the Eajah and Eani were 
sittiQg, and approached to pay his respects, 
than a shot was fired by^^’eneral Jung Ba- 
hadur from behind a screen at one end of 
the room. The unfortunate Sirdar rushed 
forward as if to imploi’e mercy, but having 
received a mortal wound, only proceeded a 
few paces ’ere he fell, and was almost in- 
stantaneously dispatched by repeated blows 
of the Kukri, (Nepal knife) inflicted by per- 
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sons in attendance on the Monarcii. The 
murder occurred in the upper rooms of the 
Palace, and his hody was ordered to be tied 
up in a blanket and thrown out of the win- 
dow to the court below, where a party was in 
waiting to receive it, thence the corpse was 
dragged by ropes to the Temple of Pasupati 
Nath, and placed on a funeral pile previously 
prepared, and in half an hour, save the clouts 
of blood by which the road leading to the 
temple was plentifully besprinlcled, not a 
vestige remained of the once all-powerful 
minister, and all traces of the bloody trans- 
action had disappeared : but its remembrance 
cannot be banished from the mind of the 
principal actor in the tragedy, who has 
since paid the penalty of his ingratitude 
to Ms benefactor, for he was Matahbar Sing’s 
favorite nephew, by finding that happiness 
is not necessarily attendant upon power, 
and liimself experiencing the bitterness of 
discovering, in the recent conspiracy, those 
who ought to have been bound to him 
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by every tie of affection and gratitude, ar- 
rayed in the ranks of his enemies. 

With the exception of the time passed in 
his visit to Europe, for years he has never 
spent an hour free from care and anxiety ; 
no guarantee can be said to exist for his 
safety even for a single moment; almost 
night and day he is surrounded by guards 
with loaded rifles, for he is well aware there 
are several, could they obtain the opportu- 
nity, who are quite prepared to follow the 
example he has set them. 

'-'I have often endeavoured to divine tlie 
motives by which General Jung Bahadur 
was actuated in thus accomplishing his 
Uncle’s destruction, and feel convinced, that 
unscrapulous perhaps as he may be, with 
regard to removing any impediment to 
his own rise, this alone, would never have 
prompted him to commit so treacherous an 
act, and that a desire to revenge his cousin’s 
execution, and fear of his own life, which 
liad already been twice attempted, and which 
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he no longer thought Mahtabar Sing would 
protect, were tlie principal causes which 
induced him to take a part in the conspi- 
racy. 

vAfter the assassination of Mahtal)ar Sing, 
the different factions seem to have coalesced, 
and a ministry been formed accordingly. 
Guggmi Sing, the supposed paramour of 
the Rani, being nominated Premier, and the 
second post occupied by Jimg Bahadur, who 
was raised from the rank of Ka/i, to that 
of General, with three regiments and the 
command of the army, ‘^heir colleagues 
in the administration were, Futteh Jung 
Chountra and General Abhunan Sing Rana. 
For upwards of a year, although occasional 
bickerings may have occuiTed, no open ex- 
plosion took place between these pai’ties; 
during this period, however, as respects the 
head of the Government, the arrangement 
appears to have been of rather a complica- 
ted nature ; at one time the Rajah, another, 
the Heir Apparent, and at a third, the Rani, 
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being considered invested -witli Sovereign 
authority, and sometimes aE three assisting 
to guide the state chariot, but the latter 
was eventually appointed Regent with full 
powers. I 

On the 14th September 1846, General 
Guggun Sing was shot whilst sitting in his 
own room. Although there, are persons 
to whom suspicion attached, and the assas- 
sin was afterwards discovered, it has never 
been clearly proved who was the instigator 
of this crime. Intelligence of the murder was 
immediately dispatched to the Rani, who 
at once proceeded to the deceased’s house, 
and subsequently to the Kot. ^On reaching 
the latter place, she sent for General Abhi- 
man Sing, and desired him to assemble the 
troops and civil authorities ; meanwhile Ge- 
neral Jung Bahadvu- and his brothers, with 
his three regiments, aiwived, and the Gene- 
ral called upon the Rani, as the acknow- 
ledged Ruler of the State, to institute a 
strict enquiry relative to the assassination 
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of liis colleague, stating, that in the event of 
its being permitted to pass unrevenged, his 
own life would be endangered. '-Whilst he 
was still speahmg, the Maha Rajah, attended 
hy General Abhiman Sing and many Civil 
and Military functionaries, for the most part 
unarmed, made his appearance.' Bum Baha- 
dur was then instructed by the Rani to 
proceed to tlie residence of Futteh Jung 
Sah Chountra, and summon that Sirdar to 
attend; by her orders also a Chief called 
Bir Kishan Pandee was put in irons, under 
charge of being implicated in, if not the 
principal instigator of, the murder; the 
grounds for this accusation do not appear 
to have transpired. Upon being questioned 
as to his guilt, it was strenously denied by 
the accused, but little attention was paid to 
his asseverations of innocence, and General 
Abhiman Sing was directed to put him to 
death ; as, however, the Rajah, who was in an 
adjoining apartment, declined sanctioning 
the execution, he refused to obey the Rani’s 
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mandate, and left tlie room. ' Slioi’tly after 
tlie Eajah went out, accomjmnied by Ge- 
neral Budi'ina Sing, and rode to Futteb 
dung’s bouse, where he bad an interview 
with the Chountra, and ordered him to 
proceed to the Kot, which he accordingly 
did, taking with him his son, Bilcram Sail, 
and his tAvo hrothei-s Bir Bahadur Sah and 
Buushere Sah, also Bum Bahadm, who, 
as already mentioned, had been dispatched 
in the first instance to command his atten- 
dance. On his reaching the Kot, he Avas 
met by General Jung Bahadm*, who mention- 
ed all that had occtu’red, and concluded by 
sayings that it was proper both Bir Kishnu 
Bandce and Abhiman Sing should be put to 
death, and, m fact, as the Eani, having been 
invested with fuU powers, must be deemed 
the head of the Government, if the measure 
only obtained her sanction, he would him- 
self be ready to carry it into effect, in which 
case Futteh Jung Avoidd assume the post of 
Prime Minister, Avhilst he would be content 
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to retain liis office of ComraancIcr-in-Cliicf, 
-f-le at the same time pointed out, that their 
own safety mainly depended upon the rt*.- 
moval of the two Sirdars, as they were 
notoriously inimical to them hoth, and 
would never rest satisfied until they had 
compassed their destruction. 'vVIl his argu- 
ments were however of no avail, the Choun- 
tra could not he induced to approve of tlio 
suggestion, and put an end to the dis- 
cussion hy stating, that to infUct punishment 
before guilt was clearly cstahlished would 
he most unjust, '^flie parties then separated, 
Futteh Jung proceeding to tlie ajnirtnumt 
where Abhiman Sing was sitting, and J iing 
Bahadur i-ejoiniiig the llani. It was then, 
that the latter, finding that ho could not 
overcome the scruples of his colleague, deter- 
mined temporarily to dejmivo him of free- 
dom, in order that he might he at liberty to 
prosecute the design which ho deemed ab- 
solutely essential for their common weal, 
■^goon after his reaching the upper story, Jung 
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Ealiadiir observed Abliiiiian Sing order the 
Officers of liis coi’ps to be on tlie qui vive, 
and the men were directed to load. 'Tile com- 
ninnicatcd tliis circnmstance to the Eani, 
who immediately descended to the room 
where the Chiefs were assembled, and urged 
tliein to name the assassin of Guggim Sing. 
'•On Futteh Jung’s replying that all necessary 
enquiry slmiddhe made, and, if possible, the 
merited penalty of his guilt didy inflicted 
on the crin}iual, she became highly excited, 
and endeavoured to use a sword she held 
in her hand against Bir Kishan Pandee ; on 
being prevented, she again mounted, the 
staucase, followed by Futteh Jung, Abhi- 
man Sing and Kazi Dul Bhuujun Pandee. 
This was the opportunity seized by Jung 
Bahadm-, to attemjDt to place the former 
under restraint. '"Jiaralc Bikram Sab, seeing 
the attack made upon his father, and ima* 
gining that his life was at stake, determined 
either to save him or to avenge his death, 
and snatching a kukri, the only weapon 
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lie could obtain, fi’om a Gorklia, rusbed 
fonvard in a most gallant mamicr, and lie- 
foro lie could be restrained, inflicted wounds 
on Bimi Baliadur, Krisliu Ballad nr and a 
soldier, upon wliicli be was cat down by a 
blow from tbe sword of (loloiiel Dberc 
Slitmisliere Babadur. ''Bercciviiig tbe death 
of bis son, tbe Cbountra, invoicing vengeance 
on bis murderers, drew bis sword, and dis- 
persuig those who surrounded liiiii, with a 
bound, reached Bum Bahadiu’s side. The 
wound, which the latter bad received in tbe 
right band, prevented his defending biiiiscH^ 
and tbe enraged father, raising bis arm, pre- 
pared to deliver bis blow wdtb bis utmost 
force; ere, however, it could descend, tbe 
report of a rifle rung through tbe ball, and 
when the smoko cleared away, tbe old Chief 
lay side by side with his gallant son, whose 
fall he had hoped to revenge." Juug Bahadur, 
for his was the hand that sped the deadly 
bullet, now saw that it was too late to re- 
tract; a moment’s indecision might prove 



STATE OE KEPAI,. 


239 


fatal alike to his power and his life. '‘’His plans 
were soon formed : he summoned to his side 
the faithful attendants, armed with double 
harrelled rifles, wlio even then hardly ever 
left him, and o]i whose fidelity he knew he 
could rely. They handed him their weapons 
duly loaded, and ere many seconds had 
elapsed, fourteen times successively, the 
sharp sound of the rifle was heard in that 
crowded and awdstrickcn assembly, and 
fourteen Sirdars, iucluding Abhiinan Sing 
and Kazi Dul Bhunjmr Pandec, dropped 
mortally wounded; the former made a last 
effort to join his troops in the court-yard, 
but before he reached, the door, his body 
was almost cut in two by a blow from 
General Krishn Bahadur. Ml'car then took 
possession of the Chiefs, they timned and 
fled, and an indiscriminate massacre ensued. 
The panic even extended to the soldiery out- 
side, and hearing the long continued peal of 
musketry withhi the building, the echoes 
of which reverberated in all directions, they 
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also, with the exception of a few grenadiers 
of the Kali Bnksh, General Jung Baha- 
dur’s own corps, all souglit safety in flight. 

•'-One hundred and fifty Sirdars perished on 
that eventful night. Tfie slaughter wa.s no 
sooner over, than the Maha liani confer- 
red upon Jtmg Bahadur the grant of tlie 
Wizarat, and accepted the usual nuzztu’. 

•slPhis ceremony having been concluded, the 
new Premier at once proceeded to collect 
some of the troops on whom he could 
depend, and place them in charge of the 
Arsenal, Treasury, Palace, and other places 
of impoi’tance; these heiug secured, he 
conducted the Eani to the Jianuman Dhoka 
Palace, tlie residence of the Kajah, and then 
demanded an audience with tlie Monarch, 
in order that he might offer to him also 
.the prescribed present. '''0h being ushered 
into the presence of the King and Heir 
Apparent, the former expressed displeasure 
at the massacre which had taken place, and 
on the Jung’s replying that it was in accord- 
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ance witli the Eani’s instructions, went 
to her apartnionts to demand an explanation. 

vXnstead, however, of affording it, she advised 
him to place the eldest of her sons on the 
gaddi, (throne) which she asserted was the 
only moans of averting furtlier calamities. 

‘•■-4410 Eajah then returned and eonlirmed 
Jung Bahadur’s appointment as I’riine Mi- 
nister and Comniander-in-Chief. 4t was now 
day-light, and a parade was ordered of all the 
regiments at the Capital; when the troops 
were assemhled, Jung Bahadur, who had 
taken the precaution of having those faithfiil 
to his cause drawn up apart, the infantry with 
loaded muskets and the artillery with lighted 
portfires, made his appearance on the gTound, 
and after a long and spirited harangue, in 
which ho told the soldiers that although 
they had lost their former Commanders 
(whose bodies had been placed in a ghastly 
heap before them) they would find in him 
a sincere and stodfast friend, called upon 
them to obey his orders, in vhtuo of the 
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autliority over tliein vested in liim by tbo 
Moiiiircli. "‘Witlioiit leaders, and many of 
tliem witUout arms, opposition would have 
been almost bopcdess; and moreover the 
hearts of many were gained by the nume- 
rous promotions, conse([ueut on the casual- 
ties amongst the ChHcers, which were at once 
promulgated. '“'The ditferent corps there- 
fore returned to their cantonments without 
a raurmim, and from that hour the army has 
remained devoted to the Thapa faction. 

"dST^nwhile the Rajah, accompanied by 
Sirdars Bhawani Sing and Khurbeor Klmt- 
tri, the latter an adherent of ,fnng Baha- 


dur, left the Ihilace, and started towards 
Patau, apparently with the intention of 
proceeding to Benares. Finding herself 
unfettered, the Rani issued orders to Jung 
Bahadur and Bir Dlnaj Bashneat, to confis- 
cate the property of the murdered Officers, 
and expel their fimhlies from Nepal, and 
at the same time to place the two elder 
Princes under surveillance. 
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''It having been reported by Kburbeer 
Kluittri that the Rajah had held a private 
conference with Bhawani Sing on the 
Tundce Ivliol Parade ground, a party was 
dispatched to take the Sirdar's life. '-They 
oifected their purpose on the road to Patan, 
in the presence of the Xing, who continued 
his route, without ottering to interfere. ' In 
the evening, one of Jung Bahadur’ .s bro- 
thers was sent in search of the fugitive 
Monarch, and overtaking him at Patan, per- 
suaded him to return to Kathmandhoo. At 
tlie expiration of about eight days, order was 
h). some measure restored, and the troops, 
large bodies of whom had hitherto been 
stationed within the city, and at tlie different 
public builduigs, returned to their lines ; the 
two Princes were not, however, released 
from confinement, and the Rani, in order to 
secure the throne for one of her own sons, 
used every persuasion in her power to in- 
duce Jung Bahadur to put them to death. 
He, hoAvever, was deaf to her entreaties, 
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at last 'she was informed by Bir DliaJ 
Baslmeat tliat lie was convinced tlic Jung 
would never acicede to lier wishes, and tliere- 
forcj it Wits advisiible that he, also should bo 
destroyed. ' As Bir T)hitj pvouiisttd to itid 
lu'r in the iiceoiuplishnumt of hei' design, he 
obtained a gnnit of the Wizimtt. <hing 
Biihadur beeanic cognizant of this tritnsiic- 
tion, through Beja Ihii Pundit, who was 
privy to it ; he was consequently on the alert, 
and prepared to take the first opportunity 
of crushing the conspirators. 

the morning of the 31st October, 
General Wuzeer Sing, eldest sou of the late 
Guggun Sing, who was a party to the in- 
tended murder, secretly marched a ixigi- 
ment with loaded muskets to the Kot; a 
message was then dispatched by Bir 
Dlmj from the liani, desiring Jung Baha- 
dur’s attendance; being, however, aware of 
the scheme to assassinate him, he liad pre- 
viously assembled all his friends and re- 
latives, well armed, and in their company 
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proceeded towaiTlstlie Durbar /di!!! route they 
met Bir Dliaj, who had hardly faltered 
out his message, for he perceived by tlie 
looks of those around bim that his treachery 
had been discovered, ere he was killed by a 
blow from the sword of Captfiin Raua Mer 
Adhikari, oue of the Jung’s followers. '^The 
pai’ty then went to the Piilace at Bussant- 
pur, where the Eajah and his eldest son 
were staying, and Jung Bahadur, having 
been granted an interview, recpiested either 
to bo dismissed from office, or to be furnish- 
ed with full authority to order the execu- 
tion of all enemies to the Heir Apparent. Tlie 
power he demanded was delegated, and he 
immediately dii'ected the troojis to be placed 
under arms, when, with the exception of 
Wiizeer Sing, who had fled, all the adlie- 
rents of Bir Dhaj were seized and deca- 
pitated. In the evening Jung Bahadur wait- 
ed on the Bani, and on the part of the 
eldest Prince, stated, that as she had con- 
spired against his life, her residence at 
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Ivatliraancllloo could no lougor be sniiction- 
cd. ''i^'liiding all her plans frustrated, and ])cr- 
ceiriug the inutility of attempting to make 
any iiupressiou upon tlie heart of the niitds- 
ter, which had now become steeled against 
all her charms, the lady determined to pro- 
ceed on a pilgrimage to Btaiares.'' Every 
arrangement w'as made to facilitate her 
departure and conduce to her comfort in 
exile, and having been furnished witli a 
large quantity of jewellery, &c., from the 
Government Tosha Khana; on the 23rd 
November, with her two sons, and accom- 
jmnied by the Rajah, over whom she still 
retained a large portion of her infiiienco, 
she quitted Kathmandhoo, and ])e]it her 
steps towards the Holy City, where she still 
continues to reside. 

For some time it was supposed that the 
Monarch only contemplated a few days tem- 
porary absence, but when months elapsed 
and he evinced no intention of returning to 
his Kingdom, after due deliberation, it was 
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resolved tliat liis voluntary exile could only 
be construed into an act of abdication, and 
bis crown must devolve upon tbe Hcif Ap- 
parent, wlio bad bitberto canned on tbe 
Govennnent as Regent; on tbe 12tb May 
1847, be was consequently inataUed as So- 
vereign. Upon intelligence of tins proceed- 
ing reaebiug Benares, tbe Ex-King, insti- 
gated most likely by bis Rani, whose ambi- 
tion was evidently too gi’cat to admit of ber 
tamely allowing ber busband to forfeit bis 
dignity witbont a struggle, determined to 
make an etfort to regain bis tbrono, and 
accordingly set out for tbe frontier. His 
movements were, Imwever, most closely 
watched, and arrangements made for inter- 
cepting bis advance towards tbe Capital, 
where it is possible he might have been stiU 
able to form a powerful party. 'Whilst with- 
in tbe British possessions, be was escorted 
by a guard of Irregular Cavalry, which 
returned to their cantonments on his 
crossing the border on tbe 28th July. As 
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soon as tlic news of tlie departure of tins 
detacluiieut readied Katliinaiidlioo, orders 
Avere issued for tlic march of .several cor])s 
ill the direction of the King’s encauipiueut ; 
in one day they descended the hills, and 
towards evening took up positions in its 
immediate noighhourhood. Little anticipat- 
ing such prompt and decisive measures, the 
Eaj all’s adherents were calmly reposing in 
fancied security, when they were suddenly 
recalled to the recollection of their having 
passed the fatal boundary, by finding them- 
selves completely surrounded by their ene- 
mies. Although thus taken by surjirise, they 
bravely defended themselves, and endea- 
voured to beat off their assailants, but being 
perfectly devoid of organization, their ill- 
directed efforts pi'oved of no avail. '-A scene 
of the gi’eate,st confusion ensued ; little loss 
was experienced by the troops, and in fact 
it soon became a mere nvassacre.^Four or five 
hundred were killed and wormded, the rest 
escaped to our territories, and the Monarch, 
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completely deserted, was taken prisoner and 
conducted to Katlnnaudlioo, wliero lie still 
remains, under sti’ict surveillance, axrd de- 
prived of all political power i'vllo is certainly 
produced at tlie Durbar on important occa- 
sions, suck for instance as the preseutatiou 
of Her Majesty’s lettei*, but ajxparently takes 
little interest in what is going forward, cast- 
ing, however, furtive glances in every direc- 
tion, as if to fathom, from the looks of those 
around him, the cause of his temporary 
elevation, and fearing lest it is only prepara- 
tory to some act of treachery, by Avhich all 
dread of his re-acccssion to Sovereign rank 
may be finally dissipated, and himself re- 
moved from all further concern with sublu- 
nary affairs. 

v3?he complete overthrow of both the 
Choimtras and Pandees having been accom- 
plished, and tlie Rajah reduced to a mere 
cipher, the whole power of the Grovernment 
seems to have become coneenfrated in the 
person of Jung Bahadur, who has shown 
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^ himself well worthy of the timst which has 
[ thus devolved upon him, having diligently 
exerted himself to root out a))uses, and effect 
isahitary reforms in all departments, and, if 
jhis life he spai'cd, ho may yet he the means 
|of introducing great iin])rovcments through- 
-out the country. In Nepal, however, fortune 
has for years truly proved herself a iickle 
jade, and it yet remains to he seen whether 
his fate will differ from that of his prede- 
cessors. In carrying out his views he 
derived the utmost assistance from the late 
Rani, a talented and ainiahle woman, whose 
influence over her husband was always 
exerted in Jung Bahadur’s favor, and ho was 
thus enabled to giude»the weak and imhecile 
Monarch, without incurring the necessity of 
ever openly opposing his authority. It is 
said that on one occasion this hifluence was 
successfully exerted to prevent a rupture 
with the British, advocated by several of the 
Minister’s enemies, with a view to effect his 
ruin, as had he objected, he would have been 
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branded as a coward, and lost bis popularity 
with the army; whilst, on the contrary, if 
war had been declared, and! the Nepalese 
forces, as expected, routed, he would have 
been stigmatized as a traitor, and in aU 
probability fallen a victim to some popular 
ebullition. Be tliis as it may, it is certain 
that he experienced from the Rani the great- 
, est kindness, and bitterly deplored her loss. 
The object of the late Mission to Eng- 
land was not only to offer homage to the 
Sovereign of that Nation, whose Statesmen 
and Warriors, to use the Ambassador’s own 
expression, had rendered the name of Great 
Britain glorious throughout the East, nor 
was it merely for the purpose of making 
himself acquainted with the actual extent of 
our power and the true cause of our great- 
ness, although these reasons doubtless had 
their due weight in prompting a step so 
totally repugnant to all the prejudices of 
Hinduism, and which may perhaps prove 
the first blow towards breaking the appa- 
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rentiy almost insiirmountable barrior, ’wbicb 
HOW prevents tlio Natives of India from 
seeking, in travel through foreign countries, 
liberal sentiments and enlightened opinions, 
but although never publicly acknowledged, 
thoi’c was another great inducement, vh, the 
hope that in firmly uniting the bonds of 
friendship between the States, he would also 
materially strengthen his own position, 
from the feeling, which, notwithstanding 
the policy of non-interference professed by 
the Indian Government, would pervade all 
classes in Nepal, that the minister who had 
been honored by an audience with the 
Queen of England, would never want assist- 
ance in the hour of need. 

This cursory glance at the history of 
Nepal would certainly be incomplete, were 
I not to oflFer some slight account of the 
actor who for the last few years has played 
so important a part upon the stage. I shall 
therefore conclude with a brief sketch of 
his eventful life. 
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General Jung Bahadur is descended from 
a good family, hotk Ms paternal and mater- 
nal grandfatliers having held high rank in 
Ummur Sing’s army, and been engaged at 
the siege of Kot lOiangra, where one was 
killed and the other mortally woimded. 
His father, who held the office of Kazi, had 
eight sons, of whom he is the second. When 
a lad of about 14 years of age he was at- 
tached as Suhahdar to a regiment under 
his father’s command, and stationed on the 
north-western frontier. Tmed of the com- 
mon routine of military life, he quitted his 
corps without permission, and with a single 
attendant crossed the Kali Nuddee and 
entered the Company’s tenitories. As long 
as his resources lasted, he employed his 
time in traversing the whole of the provinces 
of Boliilkund, and visiting our Military Sta- 
tions in that direction; on reaching Hurd- 
war, however, he found that not only had he 
completely exhausted his stock of cash, but 
also disposed of every article of value he poss- 
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essed. He accordingly contemplated otFeriug 
his sword to Runjeet Sing, in whose service 
he had x-elatives ; but meetmg with some of 
his father’s friends, lie was persuaded to 
return to his duty, and, his youth being 
taken into consideration in extenuation of 
the fault which he had committed in desert- 
ing his post, he was re-admitted to his 
former rank. Soon after, the faU of Bhecm 
Sing Thapa having destroyed his hopes 
of advancement, he left the army, and 
for sometime wandered throughout Nepal, 
making himself perfectly acquainted with 
the topography of the country, and also 
with the dialects, manners and customs of 
the different tribes composing its inhabi- 
tants. On his return to Kathmandlioo, an 
elephant, having become must^ in this infu- 
riated state became perfectly ungovern-' 
able, and, killing its mahout, entered the 
crowded city, creating havoc and consterna- 
tion in every direction; no one dared ap- 
proach to arrest its wild career, but Jimg 



STATE OE NEPAL, 


255 


BaJiadur, having watched his opportunity, 
flung himself from the top of a house upon 
the animal’s neck, blindfolded it with a cloth, 
and eventually succeeded hi securing it to a 
tree, The fame of this daring exploit having 
reached the Durbar, he was sent for, and 
offered a dress of honor and a sum of money, 
which, however, he refused, but demanded 
promotion, and accordingly received a Lieu- 
tenant’s commission. His rise may be calcu- 
lated from the date of the performance of 
this feat, for although hostile to the party 
in power, they were glad to avail themselves 
of his services, and in 1839, he was raised 
to the rank of Captain, and emj),loyed on a 
secret mission to Benares, for the purpose 
of seizing and carrying off to Nepal, 
Runodutt Sail Cliountra, a brother of the 
present Ex-Rajah, who was then, residing 
at that City. His endeavoius, however, 
proved unavailing, and his intentions having 
been discovered by the British authorities, 
he was at first hicarcerated, and afterwards 
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escorted by tlic Police to tlie Nepal frontier’, 
wliere be was released. After this unsuccess- 
ful expedition, be seems to bave cluefly dis- 
tinguisbed bimself by bis advocacy of mea- 
sures of reform in tbc administration of 
public affairs, tbereby rendering bimself 
obnoxious to tbe ruling Cluefs, wbo took 
every opportunity of prejudicing tlie Ilajab 
and I-Ieir Apparent against bim, and try- 
ing to take bis life. On one occasion, whilst 
■ in tbe act of crossing on horseback a moun- 
tain stream, by a bridge, composed merely 
of tbe trunks of two trees, be received tbe 
commands of tbc King to return : bad be 
refused coinpliancc with tbe order, be would 
bave been cbai’gcd with disloyalty, whilst it 
was supposed that tbe attempt to obey, 
would ensure bis destruction, for a false 
step woidd bave precipitated bim down an 
abyss of several hundred feet, and dashed 
him to atoms. His pony was fortunately 
extremely surefooted, and with admirable 
presence of mind, he succeeded in making 
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the animal perform a pirouette, and reached 
the bank in safety. On another day, tlio 
bridge having, on some pretext or other, 
been removed before he had passed, he was 
summoned to the King’s presence on the 
opposite side of a similar stream. He attempt- 
ed the leap, but his hoi-sc, being tmable to 
cover the required distance, he was jdanged 
into the torrent, and carried down by its 
force nearly a mile ere he was able to 
effect a landing, and at last, failing to coni- 
])ass liis death by nidirect means, his ene- 
mies prevailed upon the Prince to issue 
orders for his execution; in accordance with 
which he was flung into a deep well, but 
being an expert swimmer, managed to sup- 
port himself for houi’s in the watei’, and at 
night, when his friends came with the inten- 
tion of taking out the body, he was disco- 
vered alive, but perfectly exhausted, with his 
nails almost torn off from chngmg to the 
brick work.' Plis path therefore has not been 
without its thorns aud he has not gained 
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his present position without undergoing the 
ordeal to which all men of rank in Oriental 
Coiuts are necessarily exposed. 

As a Minister, Jung Bahadur’s life has 
been almost without reproach, and ho has 
laboured incessantly for the welfare of the 
coiuitry, over whose destinies it may bo 
said, he at present presides. When ho first 
obtained his office, he was extremely illite- 
rate, and, owing to wilfulness when a child, 
could neither read nor write. Finding that 
without these acquirements he was liable to 
be misled by those around him, and conse- 
quently to act imjustly, he devoted all his 
leisine hours to study, and at the expiration 
of a year had obtained such proficiency as to 
be able to carry on a correspondence with 
perfect facility, and all ortlers of importance 
arc written with his own hand. Towai'ds the 
Chiefs, although not unkind, he is certainly 
dictatorial in manner, and has thus made 
enemies amongst them, but he is much 
loved both by the Troops and Peasantry, 
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and I believe no act of cruelty or injustice 
can be lu'ged against bini from the date of 
his accession to power, whilst hundreds of 
his political opponents and their adherents, 
wlio had been banished from the country, 
have been permitted to return, on tlie sole 
proviso, that they shall remain on their 
estates, and not make theii* appearance at 
the capital. 

No excuse can certainly be offered in 
palliation of his guilt m talcing so promi- 
nent a part in the murder of his Uncle 
Mahtabar Smg, through whose influence he 
had been raised to the rank of Chief Kazi, 
and from whom, almost to within a short 
time of his death, he had experienced the 
utmost kindness; but in judging of the con- 
duct of a Native of the East, is it just on our 
part to adopt the Chi'istian standard of mora- 
lity, or rather ought we not to remember 
that he has been debarred tlie pure light of 
the gospel to guide and restrain him, amidst 
the numerous temptations to which he is 
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exposed throiigliout his worldly career, and 
consequently that our condemnation .slmuld 
he mingled with pity? Tlic act which may 
he considered tlie second hlot in his life, the 
massacre at the Kot, he has always assert- 
ed, and I believe with truth, to have been 
perfectly unpremeditated, and that, although 
luider the impression that Ahhunan Sing 
and Bir Kishan Pandee were tlic instiga- 
tors of Guggiin Sing’s assassination, he had 
determined at all hazards to secure their 
execution, he never for a moment contem- 
plated treachery towards his colleague Fut- 
teh Jung, and even at the last instant, 
when his brother’s life hung as it were ui)on 
a thread, he hesitated ere he bred the fatal 
shot. 

Jimg Bahadur is brave, active, and da- 
ring, at the same time not devoid of caution, 
combined with a great degree of innate 
slrrewdness, and possessmg considerable 
talent, together with determination and self- 
possession, all qualities conducing to form 
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an aclnairable Military Commander. He is 
extremely observant, and Ms remai’ks on 
men and manners, betray a knowledge of 
the world denoting tlxe deep study of hu- 
man nature, and little to be expected from 
one who had spent his days in such a re- 
mote region. Although not only a just, but 
by all accounts a decidedly mild ruler, and 
naturally far from being cruel or prone to 
deeds of violence, self-interest is ever with 
him the predominant passion. The sacrifice 
of human life would have but little weight 
in preventing the prosecution of any design 
on which he might be bent, and the expedi- 
ency pf the measui’e woxdd fully satisfy all 
scruples which he might have on that head. 
To his friends he is often extremely gene- 
rous, but his acts of generosity are general- 
ly committed on the impulse of the moment, 
and can hardly be said to spring from the 
dictates of a truly liberal heart. 

Although, like all Orientals, a perfect 
master of the art of dissimulation, and 

2 Y 
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cmbiied witlx «a feeling of suspicion of 
those aroiuxd him, plainly discernihlo in 
all liis acts and words, when thoroughly 
convinced that he is treated with perfect 
candour, he at once hauislios all reserve, and 
converses nurestrainedly on to])ics either 
connected with his oxvn life or relative to lus 
country, notwithstanding that in so doing, 
he may make acknowledgments prejudicial 
to his interests. He has an active, and en- 
quiring mind, and is fully impressed with 
the great advantages which might accrue to 
Nepal from the introduction of the arts 
and sciences of Western civilization, whilst 
however, a still lurking dou))t as to the 
sincerity of oim professions of friendship, 
which his trip to Europe has not completely 
removed, may for many years preclude his 
seeking our aid in carrying into cxocutio)x 
the projects he now entertains towards im- 
proving the coimtry and ameliorating the 
condition of the people, and which he is sen- 
sible cannot be accomplished without oim 
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cordial co-operation and assistance. Taking 
into consideration the fact of his having 
been reared at a dissolute and corrupt court, 
amongst a nation barely removed from a 
state of barbarism, whilst almost from boy- 
hood his passions have remained uncontrol- 
led, Jung Bahadur has a fair claim to om* 
estimation. He is far in advance of his feUow 
countrymen, and whilst Ms faults may be 
attributed to Ms race aixd education, Ms 
virtues are all Ms own. 


I have now brought my labors to a close, 
and solicit the indulgence of my readers for 
having inflicted upon their patience the 
task of perusing so dull a volume. Thus 
much, however, I must say in my defence, 
that the work has never claimed to be con- 
sidered more than its title assumes, viz. a 
mere Series of Bough Notes, taken in my 
capacity as a Political OflScer, vdthout intent 
to publication ; arrogating in themselves no 
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pretensions to favor, Tjut deriving some 
slight interest from their presenting a sketch, 
imperfect as it may Tbc, of a Coimtry, of 
which, notwithstanding its contiguity to our 
Noble Empire m the East, we are so little 
acquainted, either as respects its History, 
Topography, the Religion, Manners, and 
Customs of the numerous tribes by which it 
is inhabited, its Government, Manufactures, 
or Commerce ; a Country, moreover, which 
may now fairly advance some shght claim 
to our regard, as the first Hindu State, from 
wliich, casting aside their long cherished 
and inveterate prejudices, an Embassy has 
issued, to pay obeisance at the Court of our 
Most Gracious Queen. 
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Treaty between tbe Hon’ble tbe East India Company 
and tbe Raja of Nepal. 

AimCLE 1st. — ^There shall be perpetual peace and 
friendship between tbe Hon’ble East India Company 
and the Raja of Nepal. 

Abticle 2no. — The Raja of Nepal renounces all claim 
to tbe lands which were the subject of discussion between 
the two states before the war j and acknowledges the right 
of the Hon’ble Company to the sovereignty of those 
lands. 

Articee 3bd. — 'The Raja of Nepal hereby cedes to 
tbe Ilon’ble the East India Company in perpetuity, all 
the undermentioned territories, namely — 

First,— The whole of the lowlands between the Rivers 
Kali and Raptee. 

Secondly . — The whole of the lowlands (with the ex- 
ception of Bootwul Khas) lying between the Raptee and 
the Gunduk. 
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Thirdly , — The whole of the lowlands between the 
Gunduk and Koosee, in which the authority of the Britisli 
Government has been introduced, or is in actual course of 
introduction. 

Fourthly . — All the lowlands between the Elver Mecliee 
and the Teosta. 

Fifthly — All tlie territories within the hilhs, eastward of 
the Eiver Mechee, Including the fort and lands of Nagrce, 
and the pass of Nagarcoto, loading from Morimg into the 
hills, together with the territory lying between that pass 
and Nagree. The aforesaid territory shell bo evacuated 
by the Gorkha troops within forty days from this date 

Article 4th. — With a view to indemnify the Chiefs 
and barahdars of the State of Nepal, whose interests will 
suffer by the alienation of the lands ceded by the foregoing 
Article, the British Government agrees to settle pensions, 
to the aggregate amount of two lacs of rupees per annum, 
on sucli Chiefs as may bo selected by the Eaja of Nepal, 
and in the proportions which the Eaja may fix. As soon 
as the selection is made, sunuds shall be granted under the 
seal and signature of the Governor General for the pensions, 
respectively. 

Article 5th. — The Eaja of Nopal renounces, for 
himself, his heirs, and successors, all claims to, or connexion 
with, the countries lying to the west of the Eiver Kali j 
and engages never to have any concern with these countries 
or the inhabitants thereof. 

Article 6th. — The Eaja of Nepal engages never to 
molest or disturb the Eaja of Sikhim in the possession of 
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his territories, but agrees, if any differences shall arise be- 
tween the State of Nepal and the Raja of Sikhim, or the 
subjects of either, that such differences shall bo referred to 
the arbitration of the British Government, by whose award 
the Raja of Nopal engages to abide. 

Auxicle 7th. — The Raja of Nepal hereby engages 
never to take or retain in his service any British subject, 
nor the subjoot of any European or American state, with- 
out the consent of the British Government. 

Aeticle 8th In order to secure and improve the 

relations of amity and peace hereby established between 
the two States, it is agreed that accredited Ministers from 
each shall reside at the Court of the other. 


Treaty between the Hon'ble the East India Company 
and the Raja of Sikhim. 

Article 1st. — The Hon’ble East India Company 
cedes, transfers, and makes over, in full sovereignty, to the 
Sikhimputee Raja, his heirs, or successors, all the hilly or 
mountainous country situated to the eastward of the 
Meohee River, and to the westward of the Teesta River, 
formerly possessed and occupied by the Raja of Nepal 
ceded to the Hon’ble East India Company by the treaty of 
peace signed at Segowlee. 

Article 2nd. — The Sikhimputee Raja engages, for 
himself and successors, to abstain from any acts of aggres- 
sion or hostility against the Gorkhas, or any other state. 



iv 


APPENDrS. 


Aeticle 3ed. — That he will refer to the arbitration of 
the British Government any disputes or questions that may 
arise hetwocu his subjects, and those of Nepal, or any 
other neighbouring State, and abide by the decision of the 
British Government. 

Aetiole 4tji. — lie engages for himself and succes- 
sors to join the British troops with the whole of his Mili- 
tary Force, when employed within the hills, and in general 
to afford the British troops every aid and facility in his power, 
Aetiole 5tii. — That he will not permit any British 
subjects nor the subject of any European or American 
State, to reside within his dominions without the permis- 
sion of the English Government, 

Aetiole 6th — That he will immediately seize and 
deliver up any dacoits, or notorious offenders, that may 
take refuge within his territories, 

Aetiole 7th. — That he will not afford protection to 
any defaulters of revenue, or other delinquents, when de- 
manded by the British Government through their accre- 
dited agents. 

Aetiole 8th. — That he will afford protection to mer- 
chants and traders from the Company’s provinces ; and ho 
engages that no duties shall be levied on the transit of 
merchandize beyond the established custom at the several 
golahs and marts. 

Aetiole 9xh, — The Hon’ble East India Company 
guarantees to the Sikhimputee Raja and Ids successors, 
the full and peaceable possession of the tract of hilly coun- 
try specified in the first Article of the present agreement. 
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Routes Into Nepal. 

I. 

Scmul Basa to Bie.lieeah Bior, ... 10 miles. 

„ to Iletoundah, ... 14 ., 

„ to Blieem Phedee, ... IS „ 

„ to Soesa Guvheej ... 3 „ 

' „ to Tambu Khani, ... 6 „ 

1 , to Makhoo ... 1 „ 

To Katlimandhoo via Chitlong, ... IS „ 

„ Plier Piling, ... 22 „ 

Tliis road lias been described in the 1st Chapter. It is 
.said that tlio best route into the valley of Katlimandhoo 
turns to the West at Bicheeah Khor, continuing its course 
for about S miles, when it takes a northerly direction, it is 
represented as being generally about 30 feet in breadth, 
level and winding between the bases of steep hills. Horses, 
carriages and elephants may pass along it, as there are no 
large rivers nor mountains to be crossed. 

II, 


Bootwul to Nyakot, ... ... ... 3 coss. 

„ to Masseean, ... ... ... 5 „ 

„ to Palpa, 6 „ 

„ to 1st halting place, ... 4 „ 

„ to 2nd ditto, ... ... ... 5 „ 

„ to Rampore, ... ... ... 8 „ 

The road to Palpa is mentioned as being about 5 feet in 
breadth, and leading in a zigzag direction over two very 
steep and long ascents, besides others of inferior height, it 
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is throughout passable by hill ponies and small elephants, 
accustomed to the country. About 8 coss from Bootwul it 
crosses the Tinaveo lliver, the channel about 60 yards 
wide, bod rocky, batiks not very steep, water knee-deep. 
From Palpa the route takes an easterly direction, and runs 
principally through Sal Forests. It passes ovtu- 2 steep 
mountains and several .small hills. Ilampore is situated on 
a large plain near the bank of the great Gunduk, which is 
crossed by a ferry, the boat being dragged by ropes from 
either bank. The river at this point is upivards of 100 yards 
wide, and flowing with great rapidity over the rocks which 
form its bed. 

III. 

1st. Stage. From Chutra on the East Bank of the 
Koosi to Mayna and Lasunuja, crossing the Koosi and 
Sankoosi. 


2nd Stage to Kula. 

3rd 


Khatang. 

4th 

)> 

Karateb. 

5 th 

>> 

Halisi, at the junction of the Dudh Koosi. 

6th 

JJ 

Teloya. 

7th 

)9 

Baugman, on the west side of the Lekho, 

8th 

V 

Mantaligaut, west side of the Tamba Koosi, 

9th 

13 

Pachigaut, on tlic Sankoosi, 

10th 

13 

Dumja, on the Eusi. 

11th 

31 

Dapeha, on the north side of tlie Busi. 

12th 

33 

Banipa, at the head of the Eusi. 

13th 

33 

Bhatgaou, 
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At all the Stages above mentioned, it is said there are 
villages, and by the way there is much cultivation. The 
valley of the Sankoosi is stated to be from one to two miles 
in width, and for the greater part of the distance the tra- 
veller may ride on horseback. 

IV. 


From Sosoutvva to Giria Pokhun, ... 2 coss. 



Mehooleea, 

1 

91 


Jugulpoor, 

2 

99 


Ilureeon Betheon, 

H 

99 


Bhumthan Choree, 

4 

99 


Ruttunpoor, 

3 

99 


Hurreehurpoor, ... 

H 

99 

This route is the 

one alluded to at page 30. 



From Kathmandhoo to Diggurcha, orTeeshoo Loomboo 

by Kooti Goojeperri 

; near Pii.sputnath, or Deopatun. 


From Kathmandhoo to Sankoo B. N. E. 

9 

miles. 

» 

to Deopoor, E. B. N. 

14 

99 

V 

to Seepa, E. B. FT. 

13 

99 

}9 

to Jhauri, E. B. N. 

2 

99 

V 

to Chawtra, E, N. E. or 



N. E. B, N. 

14 

99 

}i 

to Pyhiere, E. N. E. 

14 

99 

19 

to Phulloo, N. N. E. ... 

14 

99 

19 

to Leistee, FI. FT. E. ... 

8 

99 

99 

to Doogna, N, N. E. ... 

10 

99 

V 

to Khasa, FT. E. 

19 

99 

>9 

to Ohesuing, Ff. Ff. E..., 

, 12 

99 


Z 
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Cliesuing to Kooti, N. N. E. ... 

12 miles, 

JJ 

to Soonagooinbali, E. E.N. ... 

11 

99 

5) 

to Matlik'goombali, N. E. ... 

14 

99 

)) 

to Lungoor|)he<li, E. ... 

12 

99 

3 ) 

to Lungkoat, K. & N. U. E. ... 

22 

It 

33 

to Tingri, E. ... ... 

12 

»t 

» 

to Gliutiiapiuii, E 

18 


S> 

to Ncokagoonibnli, E. ... 


>9 

9» 

to Koonogooinbah, E. 

U) 

99 

J> 

to Siiikai-goorobali, E. ... 


99 


to Sliikar Dlioban, E. 

8 

99 

« 

to Dhairebaibra-Katra Kagong, 




E 

10 

9) 

99 

to Chliogoomba, E. ... ... 

4 

99 

9) 

to Clioorbalooa, E. ... ... 

3 

99 


to Saitagoombah, E 

16 

99 

99 

to Bhysiagong, N 

12 

99 

»» 

to Sankia, E. ... ... ... 

11 

91 

9J 

to Ekolagoombali, E. & N. ... 

18 

99 

99 

to Shangookabaisaa, E. B. N. 




or E. N. E 

14 

99 

99 

to IjoU I'ahar, E. 

12 

9) 

99 

to Kagbizi Gooinbali, E. 

25 

99 

99 

to Diggurcha, or Tecsboo Lom- 




bal), E 

10 

99 


Total, miles, ,,, 279 




Meteorological Begister, Kathmandhoo, 1825 . 
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end of the month, weather then 
cloudy, with heavy rain and 
thunder. 
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days very fine; sharp frosts in 
the evenings, during the latter 
end of the month. 
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